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PREFACE-^ 


TT7HETHER the fads contained in thefe 
Memoirs are trm^ or falfi^ I know not 2 
nor will I take upon me to affirm^ that the cha^ 
rasters are fancied^ or painted to the life. The 
ambition of the Author is, not to be admired^ 
but to pleafe. For the Jenftble only he writes : 
of the fenfible only he is defirous of defcrving 
efteem. 


N. B. The Public are defired to take potice^ . 
that the Satire againft the D^^^^ of cil!!l-! anci 
JLady G-^J^i^;'^ was infcrted by particular orders^ ] 
of l.ord Q^'^^'t^r^ r 


THE 


LOVERS 


Ji E T T E R I. 


Laif Ma&y H— , to Mfs 


'T^O talk pf fcruple, fweet preacher, wait till 
"^ thou art no longer young, beautiful, or 
lovely— at thy age, it is as impertinent a word 
as pleafure upon the lips of a woman of forty. . 
Scruple has long ago taken its flight ftom the 
polite r^ons I inhabit} the mighty god re- 
Vol. II. 9 quefted 
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quefted, with fuch an infolence, the facrifice of 
whatever ofFended his foolifh delicacy, that had 
not we, people of falhion, difputed his fway, and 
turned his godfliip over to the vulgar, we would 
have led a life inconteftibly ridiculous and 
mifcrabje. 

When drefs, looks, vifits, converfation, or 
amufements, are fuperintended by fcruple, how 
the duce can a woman enjoy any div/rrfion, or 
appear without either difpleafing, or beii^ 
laughed at ? Who would be tempted to whifper 
in our ear, •* I l6Vfc ytfO," Were Dur features 
folely exprcflive of virtue ? None certainly would 
fay we are handfome, ilill lefs witty, fhould we 
make it our ftudy to conceal every beauty, or 
talent/ 

The language of flattery and admiration, 
titar Jem^^ is the onlf -Me « pretcy wo» 
wan ftmald liften to -* "" " from maraftng %iU 
toigtit to be toM inceflTanlly ^f tfte tr4Mi|K>r6 
iKre canf ei '-" " ' K> bebotd ^ £ery ey^ <kvow 
the <hiimnfs We 4il^l*y^— the tliotight. warms 
my ibful vr6k |>lea&ng ^iliotions. The fight <if 
i my 
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« 

my bofom h»l mfide many a man figh^ and ttlk; 
who, had a Tilk hio^kerchif f beien thrown Ov«): 
}t^ would havd kept the nooft inf4B(ifibte» Md 
tedious bi^athing l^aings upon earth. I would 
iipe lole the prmtega of fpeaking a io^ mtmiti^ 
"W giving to my £^i1n the coiintftianee of ftdue^ 
iian# for thf rcfptft of » w^Hd of fo0ls«^Wh«: 
would that fd^^ 4vail to iny h^f^iift^fa ^ Pp 
i iiv« for thcmi or with tbrn) ? No» Whf 
then Should I value the oplpioo fif a Society 
whoTe thoughts, maniif r«« «fid feelings ar« m- 
ceflarily the reverfe of my own ? Did I confulc 
the Duke itf O^^^^^ ^tf^n the art of writing 
well, would you not think me mad ? Pray, tell 
me the difference between the enemies of falhion, 
and that prince. The applaufes of the members 
of the harmonic meetings fatisfy the pride of a 
Guaiagm^ who woiild hardly nod a thank to the 
extatic compliments of a citizen. Of the real 
judges of graces, merit and tafte, I am ambi- 
tious only to deferve the efteem. So long as the 
attention pf a royal drawing-room (hall center in 
ttie, I will fmile at the declamations againft co- 
quetry and the defire of pleafing« 

B % Woiqen 


Women of rank* or fortune, Jenny, are the 
legiflators of wit, drcfs, and manners. Who- 
ever adts in oppofition to the laws they enadt, 
might, if ill ufed by fonune at Almacks, retrieve 
his lois the next day, by expofing himfelf to 
public view. The Corfican fury, and fuch other 
rare curiofities, are not fo juftly intitled to a nu» 
merous circle, as the man who dares to boaft a 
behaviour we have not diftated. In favour of 
thy education, I forgive the word fcruple i but 

let me hear no more of it 

^ * 

Adieu. 


LET- 


LETTER II- 


Mifs s to Ladf Mary H— . 


'Tp WO women never difiered fo much in their 
'^ way of thinking, as thou and L Thy 
female Coteriey dear Mary, will not convince me 
that decency is a chimera, nor that falhion au- 
thoriies what n^orality forbids. Be ever b 
ftridly virtuous, if thy reputation is not free 
from blame, thy virtue is of no advantage to 
thee. A worthy young man frequents an agree- 
able but contemptible company—- Whp will he- 
fitace to conclude, that his heart is tainted with 
their vices? This is thy cafe— from thy fociety 
thou flialt be judged. Art thou not afraid of 

4 

the confequences ? Thou art not, fince thou 
calleft fools thofe, who grace, not themfelves with 
thy imprudence and levity. Mary, Mary! 

beware 
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bewut of the tWns concealed under the flowers 
diou treadeft upon — look before thee;— - 
though tie path be i^mingly Ikfe, tnd the proC- 
-pcSt beautiful, they may put thee out of the way 
of happineis. Truft not to felf-love ; it is a 
deceitful guide. While it is time yet, come 

back, and be the honotir of a fet thy behaviour 
diigraces. This language, dear Mary, thy flat- 
terers will not talk to thee j — I am thy friend, 
Ih^y thy eneftnes ;-wny inttreft 16 ti» fee ^ee 
«(beemed and happy, their'is to abufe thy foi- 
Mes, and make thee miferable. Seek not for 
generoflty among men void of honour and vera- 
tity-^theit praife is thy fatire-^^y eredulity 
ifceir triumph. CouM'ft thoo read in their hearts 
"ifhcn tfiey finite upon thee, thy foul would rife 
Wkh indignation at their falfehood, and vtuJCon 

Jjaint thy error in fe lively a manner, as to bring 
thife forcibly to the fenfe of thyielf. The aver* 
Bon to difcover the thoughts of their admires 
iial undone many i^men ;— intoxicated with the 
ftmie ef the iiKoak offered to them, they neither 
'ean^ nor will diftinguiib between the lover and 
0ie man of gallantry }-— both homages are equally 

received 
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art prottvt-«-f)Fide bofp^ak^ the rci^^0$: (if CHfr-^ 
fclrcs— -thy cond^ iwgwe my frwiqra* M* 
tFays a mcanptfii tncDqfiftenc wilii tlw 4tgBity (tf* 
a nobk and rattoaaA creatum. 

• Flattery, if I do not miftake the meaning of 
the word, is the praife of perfe&ions we do not 
poflefs. Thus a * 


That bewitching language has debauched the 
minds of half the v/omen of the court, and 
made conjugal fidelity a phenomenon among the 

great, 

» 

Virtue is fo much out of fafhion, and adultery 
fo univerfally encouraged, that I wonder how 
men dare to marry— how hufbands do not keep 
their wives from the vortex of diflipation. To 
the' fimplicicy our nation gloried in, have fuc- 
ceeded foreign manners, and with them all the 
vices attending idlcnefs and luxury. The Eng- 

lilh 

^ Rh^j you may gqs& what I do aot choofe to writt^ 


^-^ 
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lilh women were, all over Europe, celebrated as 
much for their virtue and modefty as for their 
perfonal charms — the amazing indecency and 
effrontery with which they, now, appear in pub* 

lie aflemblies Mary ! that I may not offi:od 

thee» I will write no more. 


LET- 


LETTER IIL 


Lady Mary H— , ta MSfs S* 


T T ADST thou written ten pages more, and 
-*• ■** dipt thy pen in the bittcreft gall of fatire, 
I would have read without the kaft emotion of 
anger, nay even thanked th^e for the oddity of 
thy opinion. Dear Variety is my goddefs : be 
her form ever fo ridicubus, or hateful, Ihc has 
charms, which delight my fancy. 

The diverfity of taftes and inclinations is no 
lefs pleafing to the mind, then that of features 
and drefs is to the eye. To that diffimilarity. 
Nature has put in her works, we are indebted 
for the aftive, happy life we live. Lord ! who 
could boaft merit, talents, or beauty, were not 
thofe accomplilhmcnts fet in the oppofite view 

to 


to their contraft ? Would every man in his fighs 
and looks tell ine» ^* Lady Mary, I wiih--I 
** wifh 1 were in your arou P* Was eyery wo-- 
man as ftrikingly defirable and lovely ? In 
pidures made by imagination, Jenny, we might 
alternately be one anpther's cbiaro $hfcunH^vx 
thofe created by tafte, be fure I would always 
be the principal perfonage. The connoifleurs of 
female worth exift only within the atmbfphere of 
St. James— -every where clfe it is abfolutely 
Unknown. We aire the fole fpring itom wlvnce 
fiowi tH$ art of imiH'oving the gifts pf natum 
and edvication ; im tb$ viruiofi go to It^ly for 
iaikfuix and 4mii§His^ men and women muft 
come to us for their deportment and mannerv^ 
unleft they he animated to the fire <^ our geniusji 
and copy us fo exaAIy, as to be thought to be* 
long, to our c^rps^ they fliall invariably remain a 
gracclefs lump, moving, talking and ading 
without any life, propriety, or fpirit. 

Thy natural accomplifhments, Jenny, arc 
feelingly excellent : Were they not murdered 
by prejudices, I know no beauty, however io 

proud, 


)>fDudy who would Mf, yield to thfet • As diM 
$fti thou makeft none of m jeabua : We cw 
pr^le thee without horting oarfelre3.*^Docs 
a man: g«ze upon dwe, ipioKdiaccly on tb)r 
cheeks flies t crinfoa hoe^^^docs he commend 
thy gait, ftx>iyi diitf moment thou owft o0t 
W!alk«-^ word on thy wit makes thee filetM'*-^ 
If tt that fkfiM di thy unaceountabk confi£oi^ 
Jenny, thou dk]ft ficp to the glaf^, at the 
lighc of the aokwandaefs fpread idl over tbf 
cauntmiance, thou woold'ft bid thy prepoft«- 
roos modtfty away. TrU aot tlifett would^l; 
cakniy hehok) thy deformity^-^Before thou 
ventured tihe bold aifcrtion, reffeft thou ^ a 
woman — that a woman's heart is almofl; made 
up of pride and felf-loye, and that, though vir* 
tue will not fuffer thee to fwerve from thy dut^^ 
there are ftnfatrons, which, being totally in« 
dependent of her, will create our thoughts, and 
command our behaviour, ■ ■ 

With the air, Jenny, women breathes the 

* 

defire of pleafing. Our blood impregnated with 
that dcfire circulates its fpirits through every 
vein, and gives life to every organ. From the 

want 
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want of reflexion, or the power of circumftanceir 
we are liable to perpetual miftajkes on the real 
caufe of the fuddcn, or contradidory expref- 
fions of our looks^ ipeech, fiknce or gefture* 
Thofe indifcreet betrayers of our inward emo- 
tiixis feem, Jenny, to a girl of thy cad, to 
borrow theic language from thy indifference or 
^odefty '; but to me, who . fee^ thee in a pro- 
per view, they appear diftattrf only by the de- 
(ire of plealing. If ever thou attempteft to 
argue me out of this truth, 1 will evince thy 
-folly, and make thee afhamed of thy ignorance 
/—this. minute I will not reaion— ^I have a 

.very difmal event to relate- a very difna^di 

tnc indeed ! 


# # 


After three weeks of continual meflages to 
a French fri/eur of the greateft celebrity, I was 
fo happy this morning as to poflefs him for four 
hours. I was taken up with the elegant, 

grand. 
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grand, and wonderful work he had raifed over 
my head, when a favorite . Canary bird came 
unluckily to perch upon a lock of hair, and 
with the frolickfome fluttering of his wings 
furrounded me in one inftant with a cloud of 
powder. At firft I fmiled at the ridiculous 

efieft of the little creature's wantonneis 

my philofophical indifference did not laft long— 
I was foon ready to die in an agony of fbrrow. 
Pomatums and eflences Monfieur had fo lavifhly 
filled my hair with, that the bird's legs were 
unluckily fattened by them. The pain he 
felt, adding to his thoughtleflhefs, he made fo 
ill contrived attempts to difengage himfelf, 
chat he could not eflfedt his efcape but at the 
€xpence of a curl, which for twenty minutes 
had employed all the art of Monfieur. The 
fight of the ruins threw me immediately into 
a vacuity of fentiment — ui mechanically fcream- 
ed, rang the bell, and fell half fainted in the 
arms of my waiting woman. My filence and 
defpondency allarming her, fhe repeatedly beg« 
ged to know what ailed me. 

^ Don't you fee Lucy ? 

" What 


«* tVhat ttiadam ? 

•• M7 hair ■ ■■• 

** Good God! Wliat deyaftatioA ! Whocauf- 
cdit? 

« The Canary biid— 

*' I wUl kill him- 1 

«« Do. - 

The poor harmlefs animal would ha^ been 
the vidim of her unmerciful offic20ufnefs» had 
not the hope of reftoring the curl to its former 
beauty, awaked my humanity. ^ I mterpoiedi 
and the bird was faved. 

I fat down at my toilei, trembling, anxious, 
utterly ignorant how to bigio, aikl execute 
the repair I underuK)k» Thrtfe titnca I wxi nigh 
bringing it to t>erft36tion*^tbree times a ciaHed 
difappointment forced ms to lay before the 
^als breatbtefs through imptti($noe# my annas 
acrofs my bofom, axnl def^ring of fucods. 
Lucy offered to go to Monficur, and compel 
him ^back ; but where could wc find In artifi, 
who, had he had it in his power to muldply 

himfclf. 


^ 


••^•^I^lr 


Kiliifelf^ wbukl hare beeo^ in fifty pbK^s A 
cnce^ fo univerfally irai be adniired, defired^ 
and fought ^ter ?— «We began again, and had 
almoft fet the obftinate curl in its proper form, 
vrhtn came into the room a loving, creeping, flat* 
tering old fellow, whom his unlucky fate has 
made fall delperately in love with me. At 
any other time I would have been glad to fee 
the doating fool •, but I was then fo extremely 
bufy and perplexed, that I could not help ex- 
claiming agamft the impertinent intruder. My 
accent and frowns (poke the more fenfibly the 
confufion of my mind, and the wifh of being 
left alone, that, at the figtit of him, Lucy 
having unfortunately loft hold of the curl, I 
looked upon him as the caufe of the fatal ac- 
cident. 

** What puts you out of humour lady Mary ? 

Be a woman's foibles ever fo confpicuous, 
Jenny, (he will not be told of them— to her 

smith is as odious as it is to a king- who will 

welcome a reproach though ihdire6Hy made? 
-A befng diverted of fclf-love— Where is 

that 


that being ? I am afraid he is to be found only 
in the ideal republic of Plato. 

I darted at general Sc a glance of con- 
tempt, and the man feigning not to under- 
ftand it, drew nearer mc and repeated his fenfc- 
lefs queftion. 

*' Before you came. Sir, I was chearful and 
•' happy — fince I am no longer, fo, to your 
" prefenee the change muft be attributed.— — 

The general bit his lips with indignation. 

From you to me, my lady, fuch a com- 
pliment ? ■ ■ 
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" From you to me. Sir, fuch a queftion ?— ' 

" By inquiring into the caufe of your too 
** vifible uneafinefs, could I offend your dclir 
" caicy ? Is not my concern a feeling natural to 
*' a real friend ? You are a prey to forrow— 

* _ 

Impudent ! muttered I. 

Would you, my lady, have forgiven mc 
*' had I been infenfible of it ?"— — ; 


cc 


(€ 


<C 


As 


^ 


A' 
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'** As my ahfwer. Sir, might prove difagrcc- 
*• able, do not beg of me to make it.'* 

' Then turning from him, I bid Lucy to ex- . 
ert all her fkill in the mending of my hair. 
The general fpoke — I was deaf. He thought 
it very odd that a lock of hair fhould rob him 

of my attention. A lock of hair ! is that . 

nothing ? At lad exafperated at my filence 
and fcornful negleft of him, he ftole away, 
fwearing, as he went along^ that '^ the woman, 
" who could facrifice his converfation tp her 
** vanity was not worthy of him." . I paid his 
impertinence with a peal of laughter, and let 
him go. 


m m 


General Sc , Jenny, is an old man of 

immenfe property, mod of which he has ob- 
tained by a prudent managment of the four 
aces. His campains in the fields of gallantry 
have betrayed in him a want of delicacy and 
generofity ■ ■ his name is as unpopular a- 

C ;nong 


^ '7 ) 

mong the fair, as that of lord Bute is among the 
city patriots. By the choice of the objcfti of 
his amours, and his manner of rewardifng tlxeqiy 
he has proved that Scotch ceconomy was not 
a fable. Till he faw me« cards and dices took 
up his thoughts, and created his feelings ' ■ 
woman to him was only a relaxation after the 
fatigue of the ganiing table— ——I have re- 
venged my fcx, dear Jenny, aiid made that 
iiian my flave, who had fo long defied the 
power of beauty* He is rich, I am poor— 1 

itm young Is he not a bold man to venture 

on a bride of riiy youth and gaiety ? It is his 
bufinefe to think of it—- mine is to make a* 
fool of him. Adieu. 


* • • • 


LET^ 


I* E T T E R IV. 


Qen*r4l Sc— -» tp Epward P-^— » Efq} 


rin H E greatcftmi.foituopfim.i» Of my^ 
'^ and cbgrafter <;ovl4 1^ juried With, dear 
(7ed, was to fall £> defpor&ti^ly in love with a 
coquette, a$ not to be abk to find a remedjr in 
Jier folly. I am fenlible of ladjr Mary H-^y'a 
imperfedions, yet I continue to adore ■■! ■ ■ 
nay, to incenfe the very faqlcs I condemn, in 
vain does reafon tell me that a man near his 
great clima£terick is not a tempting .objefi for 
the eye of a maid of feventeen— that my feel- 
ings cannot be returned by a woman, who, of 
all things, loves herfelf the beft_— — At the 
light of lady Mary, the fever of pa0ion in- 
treafes, apd refle&ion dies away« 

C a Nature 
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Nature has wrapt her up in the veil of fe- , 
dudioif, and art worked it with unfpeakable 

charms — through my fenfes ftie ftrikes at my 
heart, and gives ^ it the Jmpulfe Ihe pleafes* 
In her prefence, dear Ned, I am a flave, de- 
lighted with the fetters I wear — and will not 

think of liberty. Poffeflbr of the. bewitch- 

ing girdle of Venus, lady Mary is all grace, 
beauty and temptation. ■ When (he fmiles, 

fings, walks, or in a wanton frolick fufFers me 
td; Ileal one kifsi I forget flic is falle and indif- 
fercnt. There is' in her eye a melting foft- 
ftcls— an expreffion in her- features— ^a mixture 
oi lily and rofc ih her complexion — a wantonefs* 
in the play of her limbs, which my' reafon can- 
not withftand. * , ; c 

That lady Mary has no inclination for me, 
I cannot doubt — the world of adorers, who. 
throng to bring at her feet their : tribute of ad- . 

miration, are equally favoured by her — no: 

more than they have I her partiality to boaft. 

— : 1 complained yeiterday of her beha- 

viour-7— — * 

^ ■ ■ " Civility,' 


[at] 

• ««CrviHty, anfwercd (he, obliges mc to be 
'•^ pdite to nil men, and decency not to marie 
"openly the preference I give to you over 
" them. 

^ ** But they talk of love, and you liftcn* to 
" them.— — 

* ** Am I to be blamed for their impertinence ? 
^* What woman is not hourly expofed to a de- 
*' claration of love ?— ^If men will fpfcak, how 
** can I m^ke them filent i ' 

" I have feen you taken up with the con- 
** verfation of a coxcomb.— 

** More likely, Sir, with the means of getting 
" rid of hi^J. — '— — 

•• Are . you not at all places of public dt- 
** verfion perpetually furrounded by fulfome 
*' beaux, or contemptible rakes ? How ofcen, 
*• out of refpefit for my felf have I not been 
" forced to give you the flip, and look for a 
" more difcreet, or agreeable company ? 

*» You might as well. Sir, bid me to fl:ay at 
*' home, as to arraign my conduft abroad. 
" There are duties impofcd by fafliion, or 

" cuftom, 


**' ctsftom,' which, though I diecm 700, I will 
!^noC violate in jrour favour.-i-^—^^Can you 
f* lay I am the c»)ly woattn^ who facrifices her 
" taftcs to fafhion ? 

** You arc nat> tny lacfy ; but betweefi you 
'^ and mofl: of them, there is thi» material dif- 
** fcrcncc— they appear to yield, to falhion with 
^< reludancy^ and you to comply cbearfuUy 
•' with it. 

^' You intended a ftroke of £ittre, and yoti 
" have praifcd me. Were I certain that there 
" is any evil in an innocent mirth or coquettryt 
*« both would immediately give way to referved- 
" nefs and dignity — I wodld ftorn) Sir, to imi- 

" tate the women you commend^ and aft in a 
** manner titf reafoilk could not juftify. 

*^ You^ are not jxidged, dear Mary, from your 
f* thoughts, but from your dtportmcnt. 

** Pray> Sir, in what am I blameable ? 

•* Should I fay it, you would be ang^.*^ 

•• Were I guilty I might not forgive— con-* 
^' fcious of my innocence I will hear you calmly 
« _I — fpeak — — fear not.—- — 

^^Yojur 
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"Your dcpi^tmcftt betrays »i indifcrcctt 
^ vain ai^d felf ccHiceited foiil. 

** Thank you for the compliment. 

And ihe walked with indignation io her 
ftcps, 

•* I kncmr y«i wouid be dtfpleafe d ■ " 

** What you haye faW^ General, does not 
^ veij: ttic— — your ^ords are dcftitute of mean- 

M ing I may, furcljr, qcjcftion fhe infal* 

*• libili|:y of your judgmiBn^ when you have 
^^ ^ groiUy nHftaken the fiia^ow for the reaKty 
^* of ^y d^aradtc r^ ' » ■ t haj^ a man of your 
^^g9!9d fenfe and «?tperienice fj^osH^ fall into 
^ fuch an jerror is jtrujy amazing-:--!— this is the 
^* caufe of n)y difpleafure j I kno«r ^o other.— 

^ It i9 the public and Qot J, who fees you 
#* in that li^c-^ • 




Charge not the public witlji yotiir coficcJts--- 
jeaknify held liie pencil wh|(n you ^tt^ itiy 
^' picture. 

•* Would 1 were perfuaded yau were right! 
** ! would have foibtes rather than you fhould be 
^ thoyght to have ai3y. 

« Since 


cc 
cc 
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" Since you can form fo prepofterous a, wifii, 
" I muft ccafe to wonder at theinjuftice of your* 

•* fufpicions, and your want of fagacity — ^ 

*' you wifh to have foibles ! Is this your way of 
*' flattering me ? To fupjpofe I could 'give my 
** hand to the man I (hould defpife 1 Upon my 
"honour. Sir, you are not happy either in your 
manner of wifliing, or of complementing 

me drop a fubjcft ypu cannot. treat 

with glory to your felf 1 will hear no 

*' more of it. . 

" That lady Mary (hould fpeak fo well,' and 
^« ad fo ill !-r-- — ' 

*^ That General St (hould love me, and 

** yet endeavour to deferve my hatred ! Awake 
*' not pride, which hiy efteem of you has lulled 
** aflcep in . my heart-— ——don't abufe my 
•* good nature*— —to-morrow I may refent, 
*' what to-day I ^m inclined to forgive. 

s 

** O ! Mary, Mary ! let not deceit flow froni 

«* thy lovely lips Talk me not into a faith,* 

" which, (hould one day my credulity vanifli, 
** would make us mutually miferable out: 

"of 
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•* of pity for your felf diflemble not ■ be al* 
*• ways true the errors fpringing from fa- 

^^ (hion are eafily forfaken when the heart is 
** fwayed by virtue— ^-lif you love me, you will 
•' not feel the facrifice of them. 

^^ Still incredulous ! 

And the haughty lady Mary darted ^t me 

fuch a glance O Ned! My heart bled 

at the thought of having offended r-I fell 

on my knees recanted -I on my 

• , » • • • 

knees ! Defpife me not The pen drops a( 

the remembrance of my defeat and her triumph. 


I k 


LET- 


LETTER. V. 


jfSfs B—..^, to lady Mart H— v. 


/^HARMING place tltis Bath I in Londoa 
^^ woman is the flave of decorum and fonna-> 
lity-^here (he riggles about under the drefs and 
countenance of fancy. Wherever I go, Pleafure 

attends upon me if I am remarked, or fpoke 

to, it is to be flattered, or admired. The prin- 
cipal bufinefs of men in this terreftrial elyfian 
field, is to talk of love — that of my fex to an*- 

fwer them and it is, ikid, how a propos I 

know not, that Cupid's language is fo eafily 
pronounced and underftood, that it does, morp 
efiedually than the waters, refl:ore the female 
mdlades to the bloom of youth and health^ 
Where do they not flander, dear Mary ? Since 

even 


ma%ittf adorns the fer moos of dioft of our 
^esy picas iiieiH fhaU I wonder ac the tottering 
repueatioQ tixift of women bere tre compU^ 
naented with i Not I indeed I I mind dtfama«> 
ciOD as fotle as I do the affected frowns of % 
prude ac a whifpering Beau. Let men flaodei^ 
let her bluih^ if fuch is their pkafune*— *^the 
fooliih creatures will deceive no body: ; for, who 
the dnce will now find in words» or a blu(h« the 
charaAeriftic cxf veracity and vinue i Appear^ 
ance is the criterion of innocence or libertsnifin^ 
no more than a large wig or a grave face is that 
of equity or wiidom. Many fools and knaves 
have I known, who at their looks paflfed for aft 
many men of ienfe, or probity. 

The manners of the age pointing to every 
indi^idilal the tnafk he muft wear to be, when 
ixe pleales, the contraft of himfetf, it is almoft 

impoflible to form a juft judgment of our mo- 
fals, feelings, or merit. The coquette flutters 
about, guarded againft calumny by her levity 
titid indifference ; and the woman of gallantry 
fcnjoys with impunity, under the features of a 

wit, 
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• * * * 

wit, or a devotee— thanks to the opinion the wife 
world entertain of wooienr— wcmight, thou and I^ 
facrifice every day to Venus, and not befuC-: 
peded, whilft the moft infignificant fmile ranks 
often a virtuous wife among the profligate. The., 
advanta^ is fo much in our favour, dear Mary, 
that I will not upbraid men with their inconQf^ 
cency, however impertinent and abfurd, ftill lefs 
reclaim them from fo beneficial an error. Accor- 
ding to the received notions in fociety, the im* 
prudent only in either fex can be deiervedly 
hung out the fcorn of the public-— thus. Lady 
QYQ[£cri£jr j^ difgraocd, when our lovely friend 

Lady Lig ^"^^ is thought an honour to the 
Court. Thou fceft, Mary, that difcretion is 
almoft the fole good quality a woman ought to 
poflefs, and that falfe fteps, unlefs they be 
known, are of no difadyantage to the guilty. 
Conjcdures are nothing ^What but conjec- 
tures give life to flander, when the charge it 
makes is unfupported by evidence ? To that 

* 

want of evidence Lady Rod?^11s indebted, for 
clafling ftill with the virtuousJ-fo long as (he is, 
with thoufands, the objeft of cenfure, and no 

politive 
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pofitlve faft is hid againft her, what matters alt 
whether (he be prgifed or defpifed ? ^' 

' The Belles at Bath feem to have adopted my 
opinion of conjeAures. Their mien bids defi- 
ance to flanderers : fearlefs of the (hafts of envy, 
er- malice, they partake heartily of every diver* 
fion, and ogle, and whifper, and fmile, and haye 
their ief^s a tUeS at home, and their levees in the 
public rooms. Whenevery woman has her Ibare 
ef defamation, they all keep countenance one to 
another, and form a majority,, which muft tri* 
umph oLver truth br jcalumny. 


The greateft enemies of our fex, Mary, are 
not the toen we hate, but thofe we love. L«et 
tjie fof mer be ever fo feemingly impartial in their 
ccnfurc their fpite is cafily feen through the 
veil of their feigned indiflFerencc. The indifcre- 
thm of our lovers accompliih in one minute i^hai 
the pen or tongue of a vindi6live man could not 

perform 


/ 
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perfonn in ten years* I wed not, dear Maiy^ 
proire my aflertion with inftances : a girl of thy 
UQderftanding perceives diftindly that a fo^u- 
nace Ipvcr is eafily believed. 

'I wilh men were dumb when What avails 

to form a wilh, which, were it reaHfed, would 
fSm be of no effed ? Should men lofe the powers 
rf fpeech and writing, their fea^res would as 
plainly betray our foibles for them* A difcreet 
lover is as rare a being as a coqudcte, who does 
ROC boaft her triumph over a rival bca,uty« I 
love thee well, dear Mary ; but had i robed 
thee of half a dozen of admirers— I will not tell 
thee the confequence^ thou mayeft guefs it. 
How we can willii^ly g^ve way to a vanity de* 
ftru&ive to our happlnefs is aftonifiiing. There 
is a meannefs in our nature, Mary, which brav- 
mg pnde and felf-intefeft compels us to behave 
in diroft oppofition to prudence and rtafon. 
"Were it not fq^ would a lover venture the lo& of 
h\% miftrefs, or expofe her to cqntcmpt fior the 
infif»d fatisfactioo of telling the conqueft be has 
attadc*'»aiid we ceafe to be f dends for a vifborf 

sesthcf 
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ileithei* of us would, the neat day, efteem, or 
glory in ? I have heard of men and women 
whofe fouls were free from that folly— —I think 
chat like the politically made Saints by the Pope, 

as an jeticourageqicnt . to piety, they take their 
origin from the brains of a well-wilher to fociety » 
for where can I look for that pretended perfec* 
tion? Did it exift, it would ceruinly have 
attracted my notice. If more happy than I, 
thou knoweft a woman pofleflbr of that phoenix, 
name her, Mary, that her example may induce 
me to imiuteher-— — Thou wondereft at my tdb^ 
li^cion 1 I will juftify it to thee- ■■ feven o'clock 1 
heavens ! I am not yet drefled for the bal l '■■' 
not one minute more am I give to thee. 


Adieu. 


LET- 


L E T T E R VI. 




Jfc^S-i-~, iaLadf.¥' 


J \. * m . 


; » — ... . . , • 1. 


;My Ladyi 

YOU afk me if I love-i— FU anfwcr you 
■■''.*•' - * 

with finccrrty, I love hot, Thfe caufc of 

my indifFerence I am a ftratigcr to. I would be • 

tempted to find it in my prudence, fupported by 

your counfels, were I not perpetually told that 

reafbn is defencelefs againft the attacks of paflion. 

So many inftances arc daily given me of its 

power, that I mull either defpife many a fenfible 

woman, or believe the affertion to be true. The 

tender, delicate, generous Lady Sarah B ry 

flying from the beft of hufbands the Coun- 

tefs* P^cy fubmitting to the difgrace of a fepa- 

jation the Dutchefs of Gr facrificing 

pride 
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pride and grandeur to the Earl of \3fi^<xJj^^ 
Several mote, dear aunt, could I name, whole/ 
fouls have been forcibly led aftray—— whole 
fouls withftood the poifon till Its malignity in^ 
vaded the heart, and became incurable. 

Had I feen the man fate has predeftinated for 
£ny lover, I feat 1 could not boaft my infenfi- 
bility,— -My heart is Nature's work— my reafon 
that of education the latter advifcs t the for- 
mer commands^ 

Though I believe that fentin^ent, like a fmell, 
makes upon us imprefllon it is not in our power 
to avojd, I am confcioUs we are able to modify 
their effefts, and make them either ufeful or 
inoflfcnfive 5 as by removing from a noxious per- 
fume we get rid of the intoxication it had caufed, 
by refiefting on the confequences of an unufual 
feeling, we may moderate its vivacity, and (bop 
its progrds. An emotion fcrutinized at the firft 
minute it is felt, gives eafily way to reafon en- 
lightened by felf-love, and the rcfpeft of our- 
felves. If feduced by its delight we imprudendy 
indulged it till it has taken fo deep a root as 

# 

D not 
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not to be esrtirpated, it is then pnxlu&ive of 
inniimer^ble evili. licnce, (6 maoy marriages 
ieemingly formed by 4 mutoal efteem and te^« 
dernefiy have ibon no other attendees than f 
mutual contempt and ibirpw-^ — hence the wan*- 
derings of wives, and thjs libertinjfm of hufbands 
—the experience, which the frailties or misfor- 

* 

tunes of others have given me, will guard your 
Jenfiy. againft them, and make her worthy of 
you. 

I am, dear Aunts 

Tours, Bcc. &c. &c; 


JiNVV. 


LET- 


LETTER Vir 


Edward D ■ ■ i , Efyi to GiuerAl So 


THAT thy paffion for Lady Mary has 
made a fool of thee, I need not prove— 
How eafily duped a wife man ! it feems that, 
more purpofely than the ftupid, he is created to 
be led in firings by the crafty and artfuK Any 
one endowed with only the tenth part of thy 
fagacity would, long ago, have been reclaimed 
from his folly. Talk not of love*— leave that 
language to the imprudent and thoughtlefs, who 
want to juftify the badnefs of their choices. 
Since, though fenfible of the levity and faUhood 
of Lady Mary, thou canft not recover thy liberty, 
leave London and come to me. Abfence, and 
new objects will gradually erafe her from thy 

D 2 mind. 
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mind. Thy amorous difeafe is fed by her pre- 
fence ^ badfl: thou the refolution to avoid it for a 
few days, of Mary thou wouldft forget the 

charms of Mary thou wouldft remember the 

defefts only. Paffions, dear Jack, take a new 
turn in the calm of folitude. AmbitioD> which 
at St. James creates every thought of a courtier, 
viewed at a proper diftance, appears a fbd's 

bauble Avarice, the moft obftinate of the 

follies mankind are difgraced with, far from the 
objefts which give it life, dies imperceptibly 
away, and dwindles at laft into a defire of enjoy- 
ing Lady Mary uncourted, or unadmired 

would lofe her coquetry when ambition, 

avarice and vanity would neceffarily yiekl to 
%ittt and refleftion, doubt not their power over 
love. Of all palBons love is the moft change* 
able : I fpeak from experience, and will evince 
my allertion with one fa6t« 

# # # m mm 

I had been three months enamoured of si 
young, witty and lovely widow, who, I fancied, 
returned my feelings, and wi(hed for the wed- 
ding day. Reafon agreeing with my inclination, 

I was 
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I was the bappieft of tcxxu Wc were one mom« 
iog exchanging the dTurances of a mutual attach* 
mcDt^ when her milliner entered the room. She 

brought fans, and Mrs. Har begged I 

would tell her my tafte : I chofe one, and pre- 
fented it to her ; ^ Oipok her head, and laying 
the fan by her, fmilcd •'^ I do not lijcfi it.*' I 
picked out another, then a third, then a fourth 

the fame fmilc again, " I do not like it.*' 

There was but one fan left, and that only pleafed 

Mrs. Har 's fancy. She wondered bow I 

could overlook tKe beautiful thin^^ and prefer 
the others to it. That fai9, was fo palpably 
inferior in elegance, richnefs, and deGgn 
to its unjuftly iieglefted companions, that I durft . 
arraign her judgment, and fet up my own againft 

it. Mrs Har • appealed to the milliner, 

who did not fail to pronounce in her favour. I 
challenged her fentence j at that very minute the 
celebrated Powell coming in, my fprightly wi- 
dow ftepped.to him with a familiarity offenfive 
(o my delicacy, told him the debate between us, 
and made him the judge of it. PowelJ took the 
fen, 4nd after having viewed and compared it 

with 
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with the others upon the table; conHrmed thd 

milliner's decifion-^^then Mrs NHa r ex^ 

claime d 

f * Now, Sir, what will you fay ? 

^* Say, madam 1 that Mr Powell and the 
*• pretty Mifs are your complaifants, 

*' You will not own that my choice is better 
" than yours ?— 

•* I neither can, nor wilL ■ ■ * 

•* You are immenfely polite.— 

** I am true, and never will be falfc to be 
•« civil. — 

Mrs Har— -~ laughed at my repartee, ; and 
Mr PowfU feigned not to have heard it. I 
ftaid a few minutes longer, then retired, not as 
I came, but calm, indifferent, carelefs of the 
woman I had adored an hour before. My fpitc^ * 
at her partiality for Powell changed inftantly my 

pailion into diflike my reafon had not the 

honour of my love— to fclflove I was indebted, 
for it. 

Hadfl: 
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Hadft thOu not known Mrs Har — ; thou 
mightcft attribute my recovery to her want of 
charms, or lay it to the account of my infenfi- 
bility wert thou not acquainted with my charac- 
ter. The widow was as attradive as Lady Mary, 
and I as tender and fincerely fmitten as thou art. 
Surpri&d at the novelty of the alteration in my 
feelings, I put off the fcrutiny of it till the next 
day, when, to my unfpeakable fatisfa£tion, I 
found that the wound I had received from Cu- 
pid was perfedly healed* 

Many a lover, dear John, have for a lefs 
caufe than a fan or a Powell ibaken off* the yoke 
of infatuation, and forfakeh the miftreis who 
had long been the delight of their hearts. A 
fmiie to a coxcomb will often rob a woman of 
the affi^ofks pf a man of fenfe. Pride does not 
value a favour beftowed upon the unworthy— 
of all human beings I know but the courtiers 
bafe enough to welcome gifts, which fpring folely 
from caprice. No more Ihouldft thou regard the 
kindnefs of a coquette than thou dofl the libe- 
rality of fome princes : both are equally below 

the 
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the attention of a man of thjr feelings and 
honour. 

I have obfcrved Lady Mary, dear John— — » 
thou canft boaft only the appearance of an 

attachment, which Lord C poflcfls in rea* 

lity. Would his Lordfliip talk of marriage thou 
"wouldft foon be difmifled from her prefcnce, or 
be the fport of her wanton mirth^ and waggilh 
difpofition. To his filcnce, and thy fortune, 
thou oweft the diftinftion with which fbe receives 
thee. The fear of infamy fupports her virtue 
againd: her Lover, nfiarried to thee that fear 
would vanifh, and yield to paffion. This troth 
friend (hip bids tiie to tell thee-^like a blind man 
thou wanteft a guide— I would defpife myfelf, 
did I not, through the dread of difpleafing thee, 
warn thee of thy danger, and fave thee from it. 

Adieu, 


LET- 


LETTER VIII, 


Lady Mary H— , to Wfs 


THE unfeeling and thoughtlefs are undoubt- 
edly the happieft creatures upon earth. 
Would, Amelia, I had thy head and heart f 
Paffions pdifon not thy pleafures — thou enjoyeft 
each fenfation pure, unmixed with pain— no 
other objedts partaking with thyfelf thy care and 
attention, they all are fubfervient to thy taftes 
and aflPe&ions-^fonunate Amelia! Every day 
opens for thee with a new fcene of delights y- 
and when it cldes, ' it leaves thee in the arms of 
a fleep neither love nor ambition can difturb — 
would I had thy head and heart ! — With thee I 
never diflembled — in me thou haft feen the wq- 
man of nature, whilft to the indifferent I (hewed 
only the woman of fafhion — though a ftranger to 

the 
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the tumultuous emotions, which animate my 
heart, thou always pitied me with the fympathy 
of a friend, who labours under the fame difeafe 
—not once hall thou reproached me for indulg- 
ing fentiments modefty forbids me to entertain-— 
Thy philofophy laughs at felf-denials, when our 
wants, unknown to all the world, may be gra- 
tified. 1 am of thy opinion ; but where is 

the man we may fafely truft with our reputation i 

Were it not for my fear of Lord €■ * ■ *s 

indifcretion, I know not— —it might happen, 

indeed, Amelia, X would not anfwer for 

my virtue there are times when my fenfts 

would betray me in his arms, did I not, ^ at the 
very minute of danger, recoUeA its confequences, 
and gather an invincible (Irength from the 
thought of them. No other check do I know 
to my defires-^retigion has no fuch power over 
me. Whether it be the fault of education, or 
of my intercourfe with the world, I cannot deter- 
mine i but certain am I, that religion neither 
influences my conduft, nor helps me to my tri- 
umph over my lover. 

Moral 


e 43 ] 

Moral coftverfations are fo carefully avoided^ 
and freedom of fpeech fo openly encouraged in 
the polite circles^ that a young woman of rank 
is denied the liberty of chooflng between them. 
Either ihe muft forfake the company Ihe i^ 
born to live with, or adopt their wit^ behaviour 
and manners. The habit of proftituting our 
reafon to trifles, or topics virtue condemns, 
grows imperceptibly fo ftrong, that like the duft 
before the wind^ the principles imbibed in our 
infancy vanifli before the didates du bm ton : 
thofe principles, through the badnefs of modera 
education, (lightly printed on our minds, hold 
not againd the mod ihfignificant whtm«-^a com- 
pliment upon our charms,^ may for ever erafe 
their facred charadbers.— — -^Such reflexions, 
Amelia, are the dreams o( people, who having 
it no more in their power to enjoy, turn mifan- 
thropea as we do devotees, to be ftili fomething 
in ibciety. I liften to them no more than I do 
to a blind man, who talks of colours. Neither fri- 
volity nor diflipation are enemies to virtue and 
religion ; our deviation from them is the work of 
knowlege and reflexion. Had not Rochefter, 

Locke, 
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Ijockc, Bolingbroke^ Voltaire, and Rouflrau, 
publiihed philofophical works, we would pro^. 
b^bly make to the apprehenfion of bell, the 
f^crifices we make now onljr to the refped of 
ourfelves* Were we as fearlefs of the contempt, 
of thp world as we are of the devil, that man 
ihould be bold indeed, who would fwear to the 
chaftity of his miftrefs, or the fidelity of hi$ 
wife ! . 

The averfion of Lord C to marriage, 

his love for me cannot dcftroy. He fays, he 
would infallibly hate me in a fortnight were he my 
hufband. How could he difcern between my love 
and duty ? Love only can make him happy and 
conftant — would you long value, dear Mary, 
a good from which you could never part ? A 
wife cannot create a new fenfation— obliged to 
grant, her favours are hardly tempting, or defir- 
able. A miftrefs has always the fame charms : 
fte is a treafure, which the fear of having it 
j|lolen, makes every day more dear and precious. 

Thiat language, Amelia, I conftantly anfwer 
with an explicit frown — a frown does not filencc 
his Lordfhip-^he will talk; and look me into 

•a belief 
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a belief of his tenets — if to words he adds acarefs, 
the blulh of indignation tells him toftop : fomc* 
timestbat blulh is undcrftood — oftencr it is not- 
then — my foolifh foul fympathifingwith his own, 
I ■ Amelia ! ^ it is not an eafy talk to con* 

qucn His deteftation of matrimony i^ in- 

cxpreffible. 1 have attacked his fenfibility 

with all the art I am miftrefs of -made him 

thirft after mypoffeffion inflamed hisfpirits to 

a keen want of enjoyment in Ipite of the 

dilirium of his fenfes, his reafon keeps calm^ 

he fpeaks of raptures — not one word of mar- 
riage. 1 muft be bewitched fince I can for- 
give nay, love him ftill after his contempt 

of me, When he offends I am readier to en- 
courage than to check his attempt ^Vi6tory 

it is true declares always fi)r me — ^What vidtory ? 
When I think of the advantages he gains before 
he is beaten out of the field, I cannot boafl that 
viftory.— Had I beauty without a name, how 
quickly I would furrender ! My name is the fole 
fupport of my virtue— that name I muft change- 
Lady Sc— will not have the fcrupks of L,ady 
Mary H— y. 

LET- 


LETTER IX 


Lord C--^-^, tP the £arl <?/ W— ^^ 


My Lord, 

TTITERE I a beggar, or a fpcnd thrift, your 

^ ^ threatenings might induce me tcfacri- 

fice my opinion to yours, and make my reafpa 

the flave of your fancy my fortune being 

more than fufficient for my. wants or defires, I 
will think or aft as I pleafe, fearlefs of your 
indignation and anger. Neither ambition, nor 

avarice, my Lord, harbour jn my breaft 
you may fmile or frown, I Aall continue free 
and independant. The liberty I enjoy I would 
Upt part with for all the favours a fovereign can 

beftow the dignity of man fhall not be 

difgraced by me. Should you be provoked at 
my firmnefs, I would think a further correfpon- 

dcncc needlefs, for I give you my honour that I 

will 
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will never refcind the refolution I have formed. 
Judge not of my thoughts and feelings from 
your own. my Lord> though young I have ex. 

perience by experience alone I will be 

advifcd: it is thefole mentor that cannot de- 
ceive mc. H<fw could you know better than I 
what is conducive to my happiocii ? Have you 
iny heart? Do the fame fpirits, which circu- 
late m my veins circulate in yours ? If our taftes 
and inclination^ ane the rcvcrfe of each othcn 
pur judgment muflr_ neccffariiy differ. Mufic 
creates every day contradidory eStita : what is 
harmony tome is found only to anpthci's cm^ 
Who would not laugh at usihould wc mutually 
pretend that pur organs ought to fifel in the like 
manner ? . 

To you, iny Lord, marriage appears ftr- 
rounded wirii flowers— to me crouded with 
thorns— either give me your eyes, or infift n» 
longer upon my feeing as you do. 

I am with refped, my Lord,' 
Your Lordlhip's moft humble 
and obedient fervant, 

C . 

LET- 


L E T T E K X. 


General Sc--^r^^ to Ei^v/aUD D -, \^j 


T ABANDON to thyfatife, ISdwarcl, the pcr- 
fon, wit, uhdcrftanding, and manners o^ 

Lady Mary thofe critipife at thy plcafurc; 

thou haft my leave but, rcfpeft her virtue : 

beggar her not of the fole charm flie really pof- 
fefles. My obiervations, though made with the 
eye of felf-intcreft, do not agree with thine. 
Lord C is an abjeft on v which her 

coquetry works- her heart is. in an abfolute 

jreil, whitft her mind feems totally taken up with 
his homage, and the reception Ihe gives it. His 
tites a tetesviixh her are cafu^U ^nd not premedi* 

tated--^ — with thefe, chance favours fometimes, 

one, foroetimcs another of her admirers 

neither to hini, nor to any one of them, has flic 

ever 
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tv^r whifpered a rendezvous: her deportifient b 
tbo free, I own ; but women of fashion haying 
a life peculiar to then)fclves, I can find fault 

with her oh «that account, no mott than with a 

biihop for being animated by the cares and the 
ambition of a cbUirtien 

The looks of Lady Mary, ahd Lord C 
belie the intimacy thou fuppofeft between them. 
Wire xhty lovers, long bdfore now, they would 
have betrayed themfelves—*— lince he does not 
talk of marriage, (he is not the objeffc of his 
affeAions— — ^fince (he looks upon me as her 
huiband, he is In^iiTerent to her Til fay 

more Edward ; (hould their affedion be true» 
once my wife Lady Mary would be above the 

reach of flander. Her levity, though blameable^ 
will not make her vicious*— was (he a prude^ 
I might doubt her* modefty—— -there is an 
aficAed refervednels in fuch a woman forcibly 
alarming — ——the heart of a coquette you read 
in her mien I have read that of Lady 

Mary— —her behaviour agrees with its feelings; 
the defire of pkafing and not love gives it the 
impulfe. 
Vol. IL E Thou 
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Thcra impeacheft the virtue of Lady Mary t& 
induce me to hate her ! friend(hip has carried 
thxfi tod fa r ■ fcrve me not at the expence of 
thy honefty«-^-^add not wantonly to the cata- 
logue of Lvidy Mary's faults it is already 
too long I know it, and yet I love I bow 

weak I am f pity me, Edward^ paint the 

danger of my paflion in as lively a manner, as thy 
ingenuity will permit^ but let truth hc^d thy 
penciL 


Adieu; 


LETi 


t £ T f E k SlI. 


M/sB- — , to La^ Maky U'^r^ 




A D I Sc will not have the fcruplei 

"of lady Mary!" I believe thee— but 
that lady Mary H — y Ihould fear to aft likfc 

lady Sc • 1 can hardly credit. Thy deli- 

"racy is the more impertinent that that haft in 
thy very family examples of ah open violation 
t)f decorum and virtde. Who has tiot heard of 
the amours of Mifs Loc-^^ thy aunt, with her 
jfbotman — of the amours df thy mbther with 
lord H-J-e ?— ^-If thy prepfdfterous apprehcnfion 
i^ known, be fure that lady H— r— on will 
Hack bail thet whenever thoU offcreft thy felf 
for a member of the female cotterie — (hould 
Khe be alked the rcafons of her vote againft thee, 

and 
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and tell thetti, t^oru ^(rould'fl: immediately for- 
feit the two thirds of. thy importance, and thy 
claim to the courtier's homage— By favoring 
lord C^^ — thou arf a gaimer at evcfy lofe thou 
fuftaineft.— — -Thou a lover ! Never fay it— • 
the real votaries of Cupid think not of their re- 
putation but to facrifice it at his fhrine— -Were 
I lord C*-^, lady Mary, ,1 would wife for— 
lady Sc — I would negleft. The conquell none 
can boafl: to have enjoyed, is only capable of 
tempting the ambition of a man of refined fen-t- 
Cbility. Remember Mifs Hun^^fy and lord 
Pem — I had they been as difcreet as they were 
tender aifid amorous, perfeft happinefs would 
perpetually have attended upon them-— —as 
thou . haft not their romantic caft, thou may ft 
enjoy and defy (lander. 

What woman of faftiion is now without her 
ccrdialsy or her dram-bottU ? though the fa£t be 
real^ who can effedlually charge any one of 
them wkh it ? A lover, I own, caqnot be con- 
veyed in a clofet as fecretly as a bottle ; but 
when he is. there, may not his behaviour remain 
as great a myftery as the drinking of a dram I 

A 
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All the fins, we have the words of, are daily 
committcdT-yct, how few the known delin- 
quents I too much prudence has tindone many 
a lover, who, had they thoughtlefsly ruihed into 
one another's arms, at every opportunity fbr^ 
tune gave them, would never had their intrigues 
made public. Lord C-— entering boldly thy 
appartment at noon day faves thee from fufpi- 
cion-«(hould he feem to fteel into it, all would 
think thee guilty though thou might'Q: be in- 
nocent. Aftions deemed impracticable are the 
molt likely to fucceed. In love as in war the 
brave are always more fortunate than the pru- 

■ 

dent. The difcovery of the amours among 
the ieau monde, is owing to their exceiBve cau- 
tion — they will love at hows^ in places^ and 
Vffith circumftances, which neceflarily betray 
them. Libertinifm and cuckoldpm are as much 
in vogue in the city as in the r^gfpns of Grofr 
venor Square — Why do we hear fp feldoni of 
an offending wife or daughter on the other fidp 
of Temple- Bar, and fo often of fo many on 
this fide of it ? Is the citizen of a more philo- 
^phical turn than the courtier? No. The 

lovers 
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fevers trail their happinefs to chance, and qM^ 
to their wifdom — hence only the fcarcenels of 
their deie<5i:ion, and the Iilence of flander. 

Thy fear of infamy, dear Mary, is an affront • 

upon thy ingenuity there is nojE one indivi^ 

dual living in fociety, who has not a fecret to. 
conceal from thofe he converfes with— when 
people, who^h/ave not half thy difcernment blind 
daily the fuperior fagacity of their obfervatocs, 
how canft thou be afraid of not intriguing 
with fucccls ? The fear of infamy is a hugbean 
that frightens the fools, and is laughed at by the 
fenfible. Till it be impoflible to keep our cpn* 
duft private, the courfe of paiTions wijl not bo 
fiopcd by the infignificant bairs of opinion. 

Did I write to an pcher woman than lady 
Mary H— y,^ I would fprbear telling her my 
thoughts, leftihey (hould induce her to venture 
vpon a fea the moft fkitful are not a1 ways^ capabloi 
to weather — thou art too enlightened to adopt 
maxims tby judgment Ihould not confirm*' 
Adici;u 


t E T. 


LETTER XII^ 


Mfi S ^ to Mfs A. 


TT O W our heads, dear Charlotte, differ fa 
fenfibly from thofc of our friends in Lon- 
don^ is a riddle I cannot explain. Brought up 
with them our education has been the fame : 
we have been taught that veracity and virtue 
were the greateft ornament of our fcx— the folc 
accomplilhments we ought to glory in. Con- 
fcious of this truth we z6t agreeably to it ■ ■ 
"Why do lady Mary and Amelia B-— — renounce 
principles we have made the rules of our life ? 
I have heard them talk as I think— they were 
zealous devotees to religion — modefty fhone 
triumphant in their features, and dictated their 
fpecch and behaviour— how altered now their 

, language 
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language and countenance! In her letters to 
me I know only the hand of lady Mary H — ^v 
Were it not for her hand, I would no( 
believe Ihf is th^ aufhor pf ther^. Her laft, 
dear Charlotte, is a compound of indifcretion 

»d folly in vain does (he adorn with wit 

and imagination the new maxims (he has a- 
ooptcd ; the drapery vanifhes eafaly before the 
eye of reafon. A youn^ woma» priding 

in manners the profligates of the age only would 
dare to defend, ftrikes me with an equal iiii^- 
ture of wonder and indignation-^— friendftiip, 
Charlotte, muft end where coqt^mpt begins 
Contempt \ Was I ever to ufe that 

word in (peaking of lady Mary Was (he 

to deferve it ! I would have fworn to the deli* 

cacyof her fentiments, to the chaftityof her 

« thought s My efteem for her was once a- 

dequate to her merit- her heart was then 

untainted with the foibles (he indulges — to her 
refervednefs has fucceeded coquettry*— — to her 
difcretion levity to her horror fdr vice a tafte 
for pleafure-^in the -vortex of diffipation (he 

whirls 
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l^irls about forgetful of the dignity of her-fex 

of the duties prefcribed by morality.-r-f 

Faihion is the fole deity (he iervesy and adores 

—the female cotcerie, the fole legiQator of her 

manners. The laws enafted by that modern 

fociecy refpedtive to drefs, diverfion, and the 
perfedions ejOTeptial to a woman, (he obeys 
%s implicitly as }:h^ Qavc, who has no other 
y^ill than that of his imperious mafter. What 
fociety muft that be, which the public have 
io often p.ronoufnced a fcandal to the nation*^ 
whofe majority live in open defiance to law and 
religion ? ^s there any wifdom to be got at the 
fchool of folly ? Is it among rakes and adul* 
^ereffes that virtue refides ? My heart bleeds, 
Charlotte, at Mary's imprudence— I fear for 
her — example is contagious— palfions are eafily 
inflamed when countenanced by the great, and 
fclf-denial is ridiculed, or laughed at. If to the 
world of flatterers and knaves, lady Mary is 
daily furrounded with, I add pride, felf^Iove, 
Nature, are not my apprehenfions juftified? 
How can a woman, half corrupted by the }ux* 

urious 
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uripus life flie lives, refift fuccefsfull3r fo many 
enemies ? It is only, dear Charlotte, in the 
continual pradice of virtue we can find an 

arm againft the feduftioas of vice? The 

lead: itraying from the path cf honour may lead 

to infamy. Experience has evinced that truth 

Mary^ Mary * Woifld I could reclaim 

Ihee from thy errors ! Far from repenting (he 

foUicits me to imitate her (he paints' her 

fituation with the moft delufive colours 
infatuated girl! She does not think of the 
icrpcnt which lays under the flowers— —I have 
Earned her of her danger; flie defpifes my 
advice. Lady Mary relies upon her prudence 
for her fafcty. fince her prudence docs 

hot tell her to leave the carreer fhe has heed- 
kfsly launched into, will it help her td come 
off conqueror of thofe, who with art, and 
difcmtion will enter the lift againft her ? 

» 

The odds are not on her fide — at the beft, it 

is but a perhaps -to this poor fecurity 

Jady Mary trufts her fame and happinefs! 
I know not how to aft, dear Charlotte*'* - ^ 

My 
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My delicacy bids me to break mth a wo-' 
man I .cannot eftcem a connexion with, 

her may prove fatal to my peace the 

world is fo cenforious ! ■ Judge for mc, 
and dilate my behaviour with lady Mary. 
Adieu. 


LET- 


LETTER XIII- 


Lady Mart H-rrjr, to Mfs B- 


Tp O R two days the d^mon of jealoufy liaii 
•*• taken fuch a pofieflipn of general Sp-7— , 
that all n>y art cpuljl nojt es^pej him . . ■ this 
morning only he yielded to the Superiority of 
iny geniiir^ and then retx^rned |to the tartareaif 
fields from whence I hc^ he never wi)l come 
again. I have been within a hair's breadth of 
lofing mio caro amatfie— — the de(ire of piakin^ 
him a mafiio^ Amelia, gave me a patience, 9 
difcretH>n apd an apathy, which would dp ho- 
pom to the moft perfeft adept in the fcience of 
hyppcrify. The talent of putting off a lie for 4 
troth, requires a prefence of mind I never dreamy 
to be endowed with. 

Chance 


[ 6t ] 

ChancCi Amelia, performs in this world s, 
more excenfive part than it is generally believed 
-^ — to him the learned are indebted for almoft 
every ufeful difcovery. ■ -he is the cau(c of 

every promotion at court of the exiftencc of 

almoft every patriot ■ Blind like Cupid he 

favours, or difgraces at pleafure— -—he makes^ 
the Reverend John Horn an Atheift, and the 

Couritefs of Huntingdon a devotee a Lord 

jsfetx^ prime minifter, a Lord Ch a no- 
body on the fame feat he places the ind«« 

pendent and the flave in the Coterie Lad/ 

H-^ft'^'-^cnj and the Countefs of Carlifle.^ In his 
or her hands, for, like the Chevalier D^Eot^s^ 
the fex of that deity is equivocal, fools, or mea 

of merit rife or fink ]uft as the whimfical god, tsc 
goddefs perches them upon a North or a South 
wind fhould not Chance create circunv- 

ftances, which forcibly difplay our charaflers and 
abilities, we would certainly die, fuch is mf 
faith, Amelia, without the knowledge of our- 

felves. Had any body told me three day* 

ago, that I could diflemble fo well as to be able 
to perfuade a man in his fober fenfes that he did 

not 
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not fee what he feally faw, I would have laughed 
at him, yet I have operated that miracle. 
Thanks, hearty thanks to Chance for having 
made me fenlible of my capacity and merit ! 

Though I do not efteem much the faga^ 
city of men, they are fo intolerably impertU 
nent when they get the better of us, either in 
argument, or juftice of complaint, that I always 
enjoy with rapture the fpcftacle of their mighty 
wifdom dwindling into folly. An enamorati 
falling upon his fword at my feet, through thd 
defpair of pleafing me, would not be fo agree- 
able a fight as is that of a rational man, whd 
belies his fenfcs to credit the error I want him t<S 
adopt. The more obftinate his incredulity, the 
greater my triumph* I do not wonder that Ro- 
ihan Catholics are fo defirous of making pro- 
felytes : the abfurdity of the tenets they teach i^ 
the fole fpring of their unalterable zeal— ^there is 
ail unfpeakable pleafure in cheating mankind or 
their reafon, and forcing them to believe ill 
impoflibilities. The catalogue of the fools wi 
have made is always perufed with delight 
Ivc all| Amfelia, are fond of impoflng upon one 

another i 
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another t this is fo true, that t^lesare daily tolcl 
of tricks we never played, of advantages we 

never gained -rather than to be thought 

ftupid we will fet up for knaves— — I have beard 

• • • 

a phyfician declare that he never would bave^ 
had t4ie honour of riding in his own coach, bad^ 
he not convinced ieveral healthy people of for- 

tune that they were not welL Did I choofe. 

to tell thee whatever I have heard, thou wouldft 
think that honefty is as great a chimera as ^ 
•>■■ ■ fill the chafnii Amelia. 




I had been as ufual attempting the converfiorr 
of Lord C s and quarrelling with hint 

about his unjuft and difrefpedlful behaviour— ^ 
but as ufual a reconciliation enfuing, the General 
ftole into the room, juft as our debate ended in 
an expreflive kifs. At the fight of him, and 
the touch of my knee^ his Lordlhip burft into 

laughtery 
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labghter, and afked if the anecdote fie Hid 
related was not extremely ridiculous. : 

*• Your manner of delivering it, my Lord, is 
'^ dill more fo. Like a Frencli marquis, you will 
•* ad what you fpeak ; and I really know no- 
thing fo foolifh and troublefome. Look— 
you have almoft fpoiled my hair-drefs, by whif- 
pering a nonfenfe you could have as well told 
•* loudly*— Sir be pleafed to fit down— 

•* And, with a fmile, 1 invited the General to 
** partake of the fofa on which I fat. Then 
•* turning carelefly to Lord G ■ 

*• A whifper, my Lord, however infignificanfc 
^* and authoriled iii Pariis, is not looked upon 
** with the fame indifference in London— the 
•* higher your rank, the more confpicuoufly ci* 
** vil and decent you ought to be=- 

•* £veiy day, madam, t am told I anii ah im- 
** pertinent Coxcomb— But as modefty permits 
** me not to hear myfelf praifcd, t always (liji 
•* away from my pancgyrifts— 

« Then 
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^ Then bowing refpedfully, he left mc with 
^^ the general. You arc penlive, Sir^Wl)at*s 
** the matter with you ^t^ 

** No-thing, Madam, notching,-*— 

*'A nothing thus eacprefied ugnifies fome- 
•• thing-i-are you not well ? 

^« I m, 

*' You art hot angly with Loihd G ■ 's 
^* whifpcr-*arc yoii ? 

f* A whifper. Madam \ 

« Yes— a )*hifper. Sir. Whtt Ihould it be 

^*< A whl^t ! I afti not blind, madam««^ 
^* Did I fay you arc ?-^What do jou mean ? 

^* Explain yourfelf. 
^^ Madam, I hjave feen- 
»«What?. 

^* You will deny it. 

^* I hate to be kept in fufpence^be cxplici 
*^ What have yoy fccn ?— -* 

yot/ii. m "No 
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*« No blufti on your cheeks ! 

« Is that the charge againft me? Muft I blufti 
to pleafc you ? 

And I breathed an ironical fmilc. 

« That look of innocence will not avail you, 
ii, my lady— I cannot be deceived--— 

cc ^re you afting in charaftcr. Sir, or do you 
mimick only ?-anfwer plainly ? 

*« In charadter, madam^ — 

And he arofe with indignation at my com^ 
pofure of mind. 

I am not fond of a rehearfal, Sir— go to 

thofe before whom you are to perform—t)f gc- 

cf neral S-^ c, and not of a bufibon, .1 wilt re- 

" ceive the vifits. — -"-^ 

The tone of dignity with which I fpoke 
thofe words fcemed to cool the Hotter of his 
fpirits— he ftopp'd— looked as if he thoughr- 
then came to me. 

*» I— no— 

«« I— no ^Vaftly pretty, indeed !— is this « 

<f new language F—hgw do you call it ^.^ — 

*♦ The 
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^ The language cf a mortal amciety. 

He bit his lips with ^ury, and iurned again 
itvoth me. 

*• It will nottake with the polite world— its cic- 
"^^ preflion is too h^-fli— -'---^The language of a 
^* mortal anxiety ! 
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^^ How calm ! and yet^Adiea, madam. 

^* Sir, fit doWn-^be cool-'-teU me the caufe of 
y your gricfc 

*« Be cbol, yod fay to me 1— 

He paufed, fighed, and faintly exclaimed--* 

^* Adieu, madam « ^ ' 

3 made tio reply-^he left the room; 

This is the fir(t fcene^-the iecond you Ihall 
bwc in my next* 


LET- 


Ir E T T E R XIV^ 


Lord G to the Eatl of W- 


My Lord, 

YO U defirc me to ^fti^ my atcf fiotf ta 
morriage-^I will do it in a few words—*' I 
*• fear to be a cuckold' —^ What! are all womeiv 
wh-— ?*• I do not fay that, my lord : but as f 
am not fagaciovis enough to know the Mtuous 
from the libcFtine, I ihatt not be ia bold as tO' 
make a choice among them. When men^ effeem^^- 
ed great connoiffevirs in that matter, are daily the 
dupes pf their knowledge, it would not? become 
me ta pretend to be more infalliUe th jn they. 
A novice in th£ fcience of women,. I know no" 
other difference between them, than that of their 
fhapes and features— 'their heart is to me a myfte^ 
ly all 'the efforts of my i?eafon cannot unravel. 

The 
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The deportmeet of the fair is not the pl&mt qf 
their afie&ion^o&ea, too often, my lord, th« 
looks of modefty conceal a depraved ibul-r-WKo 
could boaft the innocent countenance of Henri- 
etta VC^^^n ? Lord Gr-^C£S^ thought to 

take an angel . to hi^ bed^he married only g 
vifoman difgraced with thefeelings (tf a prc^ituce/ 
Hundreds Lady Gr£C££^1rs I could naqoe you^ 
piy lord, who, had they even b^en rcaBy virtue 
ous, could hardly, after a few months marriage^ 
have efcaped the contagiop of libertintfin. The 
poifon of immorality is m»w as readify recdvcd^ 
as it is prefcribed^-^there are houfes where it ia 
openly fold, with authority-^where female Iicen« 
tioufhefs is publicly encouraged. Cornely's en« 
chanted palace, and the ladies cotterie^ are inftitu* 
tions founded by idleneft and lyxury^ and confer 
crated to vice and irreligion : I am a member of 
both, my lord^ and am able to tell their good 
and evil ; their good is fidlitious — ^thcir evil real. 
The circulation pf money, theonly good rcfulting 
from that modern place of polite entertainment, 
does not compenfate for the metamprphofis it 
makes in the minds tf moft of the company. 
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Difcittion and virtue forfake a woman at th& 
third ftq) (he makes in that temple, and leave 
her under the guard of Pkafure, whOj £rom that 
moment to that (he goes away, drikes her rea(b» 
filent) and gives an aAive life to her fenfes. If 
on her retwn (he finds again her difcretion and 
virtue at the door^ (he has not faerfelf to thank 
for them, my lord, but the indifference of men, 
or a want of opportunity. Had Mrs Cornelys 
private cells to fhelter the amorous ma(kers, I 
fear that many a virgin^t. many a wife, would be 
tempted to pay, in them, their homage to Cu- 
pid. It would be a wonder if there were not~ 
love, mufic, dance, wine, nature unite together 
to intoxicate their hearts-*to make them forget- 
ful of thenilelves— PU fty no more, my lord» 
to a man of your penetration. 

I am, with refpeftj myLord^ ^ 

Your lord(hip's moft humble 
and devoted fervant^ 


LET 


LETTER XV. 
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tSfs A ^ to Mfs S- 


/CONFIDENT that Lady Mary dcfcrvcs 
^^ thy fears, Pll tell thee, dear Jenny— aft as 
thy delicacy bids — The delicacy of a woman, 
when truly founded on virtue, cannot miflead 
her— Ihould it be carried to extremes, the motive 
is her juftification. Wouldft thou, yielding to 
the bencvolenc^jpf thy heart, continue a corre- 
fpondence with Lady Mary, in hopes her infatu* 
ation will one day give way to reafon, thou mayft 
(hare in her (hame if fhe does not reform— the 
polTibility of being thought as blameable as (hp 
is, muft ftrike thee with terror— I am certain 
thou wouldft be miferable, .wert thou v) tlu; 

Icaft 
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leaft fufpe&ed !-rrthe confcioufnds of her inno^ 
cence is not a comfort for a girl of thy fenlibili- 
ty— unkrfs the whd^ world be cquaHy with thcQ. 
confcious of it, (hou canit not be happy. 

A wotnan.of La^dy Mary's difpolitiq;! ought not 
to be truftcd with thy reputation— Beware to put 
thyfclf in her power---(hould flic fall a viftim to. 
her negligence and thoughleflhels, thy name on 
her lips would iligmatize thee with difgrace— 
flie could not, I own, charge thee with one finglc 
feible, or prove it if Q^c did ; but the world is fo 
cenlbrious ! this obfervation thou haft written in 
thy laft letter— -let it, dear Jenny, be the guide 
of thy conduft* 

Thou art not, dear Jenny, acquainted with 
Lady Mary H— : of her thou knowcft only the 
pride tod coquetry— Icarn that ,(he is is falfe aS 
vain. In my laft joufney to London I vifitcd 
her ^ith the familiarity of a real friciid. With 
ixrorhen, Mafy*i gaiety always happily blended 
with refervednefs, compels you at one and th6 
fame tim6 to lovfc and efteem her. My mother 
Was incefftht in fier praifes bf her, and more thaii 

once 
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IMiCe ^Ifhcd for her Charloice the chiming vU 
vacit\r of her friend. Among the admirers ef 
^ary General Sc— ^ was feemingly the mafi of 
her heart : but I foon perceived that Lord C • " ■ 
was her fole favourite. The air of myftery with 
which their mutual behaviour was marked, ^ 
trayed fo fenlibly their feelings, that I was amaZi^ 
pd at the generafs ignorance of them. I told 
Lady Mary the remark I had made— Ihe ihuiSed 
me widi an evafive anfwer— her want of finceri^ 
iy, dear Jenmy, m^ade me fufpicious, and I had 
the ingenuity not to conceal it. 

** Talk as you plfeafC, faid I to heir, you bvc 
f ^ Lord C ^ 

^f Suppofe t do what will you infer from 

it ?- 

And a fneen 

** A cqnfequence not honourable to jov^ 
** Can jrqu love his lordfhip, and deceive Gene^ 
•♦ ral So-.. ? 

The hoiieft roorghnefi of ttiy it ply, forced i 
bluih on her cheeks. 
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*• I dcferve that compliment-^-I Ihould at firft 
^have plainly told you I loved not Lord 
C — — — . Were I guilty of fuch meannefs^ 
I (bould be unworthy ipy Charlotte's friend- 
ihip. * 


cc 


t€ 


And you love him not really ? 


is 


Doubt it not, Charlotte ; the general is the 
only man who has a claim to my heart,^ and to 
*' whom I am fincerely attached > 

I feigned to believe her, and the converfation 
took the old turn of efteem and confidence. 

The next time I faw Lady Mary and Lord 
C— — — , their behaviour was fo much the reverfe 
of the paft, that it increafed my fufpicion of their 
intelligence ; had I not fpoke, they would have 
been kfs upon their guards: — fearlefs of the fpec- 
tator, they would have performed the fame part 
zgain — ^thisrefleAion, though conclufive, glanced 
only upon my mind — the apprehenfiou of mak- 
ing a miftake injurious to Lady Mary, made me 
wait for a more convincing proof of their mutu« 
al attachment. 

I was 
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I was one morning atbreakfaft with her, when^; 
being defired to ftep down to her father, who 
wanted to fpeak to her, fiie left me by myfelf in 
her dreffing-room. Darting my eyes round, I 
difcovered a letter lying behind the glafs upon. 
her toilet. Curiofity, female impulfe tempdng 
me, I got up, took|[the letter, and read thedirec- 
tion to Lord C . 

To Lord C exclaimed I, with amaze« 

ment. 

^ The letter* was not fealed— I did not think 
twice — I read the efFufions of a heart paflion- 
ately enamoured— Jenny ! my foul roufed with 
indignation^had Lady Mary come that moment 
I would have upbri|^ed her with her duplicity-— 
with her criminal conduft — Having time to look 
and refledt, I thought it needlefs to attempt to 
reftore her to a fenfc of her duty* Lady Mary 
found me fitting at the tea-table when ihe enter- 
ed the room. She was obliged to go to the 
dutchefs of N I feized gratefully the 

opportunity (he gave me to leave her from 

that day, Jenny, I paid her vifits of ceremony, 

and 
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iai none of friendfliip— thst chatg^ in mellie te^ 
cnmed with an equai degree of indifference, tiU» 
leaving off ■ all rcftraint, we became at laft ab« 
folttteftrangcts one to another. The General, his 
reaibn I know not, vexed at the difconunuance 
of my intimacy with Lady Mary, begg'd of 
me to tell him the caufe of it-^he loved, Jenny ; 
truth would have torn his heart with forrow— I 
could not take upon me to difcLofe it to him«~ 
another motive forced me filent-— it fprings, per* 
baps^ from a faUe delicacy...-never aflc what thai 
motive is— I blufh at the thought of it— oh, 
Jcpny,— Jenny I—my heart— my poor heart- 
how it beats! 

Adieu, 


JPET- 


LETTER XVL 


LSf Mary H*-.ir, t» Mifs B^^^^z 


(In cMimtatim of her Utfi.) 


I CURBED tiie indkctttioit ^ Lord € 
^ who h^d fwt me at the troiible of turning^ 
fenfiUe maft iiiio a fool-^how the duce could X 
foccefifoUf peiforth tlie arduous tafk ! 1 kiie# 
ihat a lover was a Itex'ible wax in the harkU of 
his niiifl:i^-«*^^>— — -that the day ht gave her ha 
liearCj' Jie yjelded his jfudgAent^o her--— WinDI 
did all that figmfy ? Had f had a fad, «d- 
kliowfl to hmii to' evidence, I would have car- 
tried it with a high haAd^ ho^eV^er impd4:iiienl 
fOr niarvej^IoiEks ii tblt^t have bee n - --but ^ 
convince lum that a ki& he had ieen. given totii 

wat 
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Wii a whifper only ! the metamorphofes was tbd 
extraordinary to be credited* " Were I fo 
^^ happy as to make him believe it, exclaiminedl^ 
*^ I would undoubtedly hold his reafbn in per- 
•* petual flavery — never would he dare to be free 
^* though the weight of his chains fliould intice 
•* him to fhake them off— — the habit of weat- 
•* ing them enervates neceffarily the Ipirits of a 
<» man he rather would believe his wife to 

^* be a Lucre tia than to dwii he h^ been hef 
« fooL" 

The lucky consequences o^ the General^s cfe^^ 
dulity made me exert all my powers of artifice 
againft him. Confcious that beauty fpeaks peN 
fuafion oftnef than wit, I fet off, the next day, 
tny charms to the beft advantage, and ftudied 
every delulive attitude of fedu£tion. Thus in 
arms, and prepared for triumph^ I waited with 
impatience the prefence of the enemy. The two 
thirds of the day had already elapfed, and he 
was not come ! the fear of having loft him, b^« 

•gan to intrude into my heart fuc o'clock ! 

" and not yet come! »■ 'he had taken 

Aich a leave of me the evening befor e I 

refleded 
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rcBtded on that leave _:it looked fa hibch 

like an everlafting farewell that the certainty of 
k would have thrown me into vapours, had he 
not on a fudden made his appearance. I in- 
ftantly recovered my courage^ and was ready for 
(he fight. 

** Alone, madam ! 

fit looked round him, as if in want Of com- 
pany. 

« Yes--alone, Sir. If my company dan- 

•* not make you happy. Til follow you down at 
V my father's 

And I breathed a figh— that figh was not 

loft led by a forcible impulfe of love, he 

exclaimed 

f * I wifli for no other company, dear Mary- 
Then reflexion ufurping one minute of conv- 
mand 


«« We will go down, madam- 


€i 


Did you not fay. Sir, you wilhed for no 
^ other company ? — rr^ 

• • The 
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^hc stream foftncfs of my voice iiicrcafedi 

Ms trouble he mechanically drew hear me«-^ 

took my hand-ibut as If k had been ihfeaitiu^, 
^e on a ftlddeh kt k aJUde; and With i tear i^ 

• 

lus eye iHrithdcew from xbe. 

,»• 

. The fcene cbnimfcncfed fo pathetic that augu- 

bating it would end in my favour9 I refblved td 
tirrap it up In illufion^ and widrjk his tnemorjr 
ihft) an oblivion of the paft. 

I cahied up my handkerchief to ttiy eye-^ 
jiny ajSion forced a tendei* emotion from h^ 
fefea ft I faw that emotidn in thle turn of 

his head} and afie£i:ed ilot to perceive it, that he 
itoight indulge it the lofage r ' ' 


V Would I had hot comb !• 


And he xtclined Upon the back of i chain 
^* Such a wiih formed by General S— t 


And falfe tears flowed down Uiy cheeks^a 
the fanioUs girdle of Yenus^ Amelia^ Was nd- 
"thing clfe but the 4rt of ibedding teats-^thS 
dh>pping peiarl giveir a ioViriy woiqan ah ^ttra^ 

d|ba be^utjr alone has b^ The General 

moved 
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iboved irrefiftibly by the fpe&acle of my fbrrow 
CsMt^ kneeled dt my feet» and feeing the tractf 
6f a tear on my neck wiped it away widi < 
trembling lip ■ I feigned not to feel the 
kidifcreet kils^ and keeping artfully in the fame 
fituation l^.him at liberty to gaze upon my 
bread— —-its bewitching elafticity, the work of 
my hypocritical grief, foon invited his hand-— 
He durft to glance one finge r ■! gently re« 
proved him for his freedom, and defired hitn 
to rife— he harcHy heard me^iiis ibul was en* 
tirely taken up with the light of my bofom-u 
receiving that temptation enlivened his looks^ 
smd animated his lips, I arofe feemingly offend« 
ed— he got hold of my hands^ and printed a 
Idis upon them^ 

•* Thefe liberties I fuffer without anger, and 
** yet you have wiflied you had net come I—— . 
•* I am ttK) weak you do not defervc 

•^ my forgivenefc—your behaviour fince ycfter* 
5<day has made me miferable— juftify youe 
t^ injuitice to me*— name my crime— 

ypL.li. o tiMf^ 


/^ 
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^^ Mf confidence, Amelia, ought to hiifi 
*^ befpoke me iniiocent— Ihould I have afktid 
^ ^ what mf crime was, had I really been guilty I 
. f^ However fordble the prefumption in my 
«< favour, it did not avail me^ In fpite of the 
<< prefent intoxicaticin of his fenfes, the general 
l^ could not forget what he had (een; 

^* You will have nie name your crime^ m9»' 
•* dam-^1 will name it— 

■ ■ 

«« 'fake care, Si^ not to lay a felfe charge 
w againft me— if you do, never will' I forgive-^ 
i* let truth and not jcaloufy impeach me— 

V Who will judge ()etween us ?^ 
•* My finccrity-i-do you challenge it ?** 
•* Both judge aAd party,- madam I-** 
And he (hook 1^^ head. 


•• Too long you have abufcd my good niturc--* 
^Confcibusof my innocence, 1 will hot heairit 
^ called in queftion-^ 

v And again a£ilfe Inr. 
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«* tht Ingenuity of your dgcetioA *coiifbun3l 
^^ mer-Could I thihk my eyes 'derived tne^ t 
i* ihould be the happieft of men— ^ 

He paufedv and fectned to recoflea ilimfcif— * 

•* In vain do I define to delude Wyfelf — — th6 
^* fenfe of my di%race is too deeply engraved on 
** my mirid^— ^Lord "C — -ii*-* you love^^^i^md 
" yoti hate— f-I faw you both laft night arm and 
i** artn — his ftps updn yoiirs—^ 

" Aiiii ^A^ arm— his lips vpoh ihihe !■*-. 
** Lord C— i-^- — ! the moft odious and trouble^ 
^ fome of all my vifitors— the mahi Wnom, in 
^« your prcfence, 1 charged with indelicacy, and 
^'* want of good nianhers !— -^fo abfurd an aceu-^ 
" fatit>n is belo^r my tefehtment— it ihakes me 

•* alhamed of my J)artialitjr for you not on6 

•* word more upon that fubjeft, for 1 will not 
^** be the wanton fport of yoUr jealoufy~leavc 
** me*-^I can hardly forbear defpifing you— 

i rung the bell ; a fervant came i I bid him 
to light the general doWn. . 

** Pray, madam, fend that man away— ^ 

«« Should 


€t 


^ ** Should any body come. Sir, your whifpci? 
miglit be z$ foolifhiy interpreted as that of 
•* Lord C r-^ I will not be whifpered tor— 

•* Let us, dear Mary, before we part, . on- 
" dcrftand one another— tperhaps. I was miftakftn. 

"Pet-haps! you are very . modeft— you was 
*^ but three* minutes ago fo. certain of the faft— 

** You have almoft proved me I was wro^g*— 

" Almoft !-"I have no patience -«-add not, Sir, 
V. inluk 10 infuk 

And raifrng my voices 

*• Come, Sir, let's, go down- 

And with a frown I ftepped to the door. He* 
followed me, muttering curfes againft love and. 
beauty, and ftan^mering the words Kifs and 

Whiijper, and the name of Lord C— j 

When we got at the door of my mother's apart-, 
mcnt, the general ftopped fliort-^ 

" Will you forgive ?^— 

« Will you never offend ?— 

** I have ftiU that fcifs of Lord C in 

•*my memory — I faw too well it was not a 

^ wiiUber— 

His 
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His rdapfe, when I jfanded I li*! ttored •hlmi 
pile mc ^bfolutdy out of hutnoun I turned 
from him with the fupetcili£>ak lobkof con^ 
tcmpr, carekfs of his love, or hatltd. My 
indiflTcrence of either ftronglf marked ia fnf 
countenance bad more efk& upon him than 
the counterfeit part 2 had aded bntfore. I iavir 
him ready to recant^ to kneel for pardon. -^ 
had J, but in the leall, foftened my features^ 
he would have confirmed my triumph— -the 
haughtinefs of my behaviour roufing his pride, 
he coloured with indignation, and rufhed 
ilown the ftairs raving mad at his folly^ 

I doubted no more of my cenqueft, Amelia : 
the ma^ who wants to be deceived does not 
liften long to his reafon-^the difagreeable truth 
gives eafily way to the flattering error— in this 
Tefpeft we all think» and aA alike^<«»he, who 
denies it, }s 9 fool, or an impofton 

I was at my harpfichord the next morning 
when the general came to make at my feet the 
facrifice of his underftanding — as it was volun- 
tary, I accepted it, and rewarded him with a 

few 
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fhU favouF} Amelia, was nccpfiary to expunge 
cfit^ally tlie caufe of quf quarrel out of his 
mind^TT-it proved him niy affeftion beyond 
the power of a doubt, for, agreeably to th^ 
general opinion, had I not loved him, decenejr 

^ou)d not have fufiered me to grant it Mef| 

fic great fools 1 fqif thy benefit afid ipii^e, \9% 
fheip remwi fo. Adieu* 


LETs 
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LETTER XVII. 


Edward D , Efqi to General Sc- 


T IKE an 6nthufiaft» thbu wilt make ho u& 
^^^ of thy reafon but to defend thy folly— 


What religion is to him9 lady Mary is to th< 
no fault in either your deluded mind can, or 

will acknowledge. Were I certain9 dear 

Jack, that, to the'end of thy life, thou wouldft 
entertain the delightful error, I would forbear 
undeceiving thee ' But thoy art a man— 
the fame paffion cannot always warm thy heart 

with an equal degree of vivacity poflcflion 

will neceflarily abate its fiercenefs once more 

cool, the mift Love has furrounded thee with 

will vanifli then the objefts before thee 

will appear fuch as they really arc ■ I mu(t 

fpigre thee the odious fpcftacle-^-— guard thee 

' againft 


/ 
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fagainft the torroding ^iifc of ihame*— the 
deadly pang of fprrow. 

I (ay it again, lady Maiy loves Lord C r 


and is unworthy of thee— ^-her foul is as cor* 

sxipted as her heart under the reverend 

Horne flic h^ ftudjcd the fyftcm of Spinofa, 

and imbibed a contempt of religion— a 

woman without religion, wouldil thou take for 
thy wife?— rrif thou doqbtpft n^y aff^rtioq 
turn a free- thinker, and Mugh with her at the 
fuperftition of mankind* The ambipion of 
ihowiDg her wit and learning will imniediately 
betray her fentiments: Ihe will excel thep in 
boldnefs of argument, and impiety. 

Remember the rupture of the fenfible, dif- 

erect, ^nd virtuous Mifs A — with lady 

Mary-— thou alone miftopk the motive— thou 
attributedft it only to a trifling, female ca- 

price, whilft all thofe, who knew Mifs A 

Ibrmed, from that moment, a bad opinion of 
|ady Mary's charaftcr. At laft our apprehen- 
fions alarmed thee fo far as to engage thee to 

;Jk the caufe to Mifs A— . Her filence 

pronounced thy miftrefs guilty of fome foible 

unknown 
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unknowp to ifaee, of fome ibible £> mctm^ 
^tnt with virtue, diat it liad fbnrd her ^€9 
break with it woman (he coukl 420 longer 
eftcem. Had the quarrel been infignificant^ 
pr even the fault been her's^ Miis A - ■■ " ?■ 
would have told it ^hee— -diough difpleaied^ 
ihe would not have been unjuft. -Generolity 
bid }ier not to tell thee the tFUth-~had flie 
Ipoke it, the amours csf 'Lord C j ■ ■ • ■ ■ and 
lady Mary would have been unravelled to thee,' 

This, I dare fay, was the real caule of the 
difference between them. The difcovery of 
the indecent, nay, criminal behaviour of lady 
Mary, offended the delicacy of Mifs A ^ 

and made her forfake a connexion equally 
dangerous and difgracefuL 

As neither my word, nor the conduft of 

Mife A 9 will perfuade a man, whofc 

infatuation is fo deeply rooted, I will feek for 
proofs in fadts fo unqueftionably credible, 
that it (ball not be in thy power to refufe 
thyfelf to convidion. 

To-mqrrow 
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To-morrow TU poft away to Bath, and in 
thy favour metamorphofe myfelf into a lovcrp 
Mifs B and lady Mary have no fecrets 

one for another— *they are alike in temper and 

principles women of their difpofition are 

ftrangers to the noble paflion of iriendihip— 
Idils B will betray lady Mary — ^through 

her means I will reflore thee to thy fight^ and 
Judgment again. Adieu. 


L£ TJ 


LETTER XVIII. 



io Ladj Mary jB— y. 


T Felicitate thee upon thy vidory, and ad^dft 
*'* thee to make the beft of it. Imitate not 
thofe prefumptuous conquerors, who give time 
to the enemy they have vanquilhed, to recover. 
— Truft not to the fuperiority of thy genius-^ 
fortune may change— -give the blow -whilft tt is 
in thy power to command— (ecure thy conqueft^ 
and be happy. The general has not made the 
refiftance I expefted from a man of his age 
and underftanding— — I am amazed at his pu« 
lilanimity «- he had fuch an advantage againft 
thee ; and yet he has yielded, and made him« 

felf thy flave ! After his fliameful furrender^ 

pc deferves not thy pity ^ chain him with the 

fct- 


r 9* 1 

fetters of matrimony— ~-make him thine, that: 
thou mayefl: be thyfelf with impunity : the art 
of keeping him perpetually blind and credulous, 
is ip ipeak more to his fenfes than to his heart— ^ 
Captivate the former; through them only the 
latter will feel. When a wife ceafes to pleafe 
her hu(band, it is her fault-^— Would fhe ad the 
part of a%artful miftrefs, he would continue . 9 
lover.— —Of the talent of granting and deny* 
ing i propos thou fhould'ft learn the theory be- 
fore thou ventured on the praAical part. When 
« man has but to wi(h for a good to obtain it, 
the defire of enjoyment freezes in his heart—* 
What then becomes of that good ? an objeft of 
jjiflike : this is the natural tranfition from tranf« 
ports to indifference. Diflike reftores a hufban4 
to his reafoa— -under the guide of ^at imperti*^ 
iienc, faithful counfellor, he will grow flear- 

lighted, peeviih, and troublefomc-- By aU 

means, beggar the general of his reafon— -let 
him fee, feel, think but through thy own 

organs ShouWft thou hate him, conceal 

thy hatred under (he malk of love i^ i .i\ S he 

ever 
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tver happens to thiidi for him&lf, and diicown 
he has been thy dupe, the memory of a diflhnun 
latioa that made him happy, will call for hi» 
gratitude, and influence him to forget and for»« 
give. A hu(band is like a lion» tame to th4> 
hand that feeds him, terrible to Irim who exciter 
his indignation or fury— —No more of thai^ 
animal* whom I am certain thou (hak know bow 
to nurfe and conduft.— — Now, Maria, for 
my pranks— r-Why fliould I helitate to reveal 
them to thee ? Like confpirators, we have fworo 
to be faithful one to another^— — To fear to open 
thee my heart would betray a diffidence I have 

not Self-intercft is the tie of the knaves—— 

thou and I are bound by friendfhip. 

I wondered laft fummer that the Italians, what 
perforified at the opera, fhould find fo familian 
an admittarlce at the toilet of women of my j^q 
and faflxion. Lady R y, to whom I truft. 

ed my furprize, fmiled, . and aiked if (he could 
rely upon my difcretion. Having anfWered in 
the affirmative, flie initiated me into a myftery 
I had not the leaft idea o£ 


<c 


It 


fC 
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« It is not, faid Lady R y, tiit wthf 

** of improving in muHc that opens the apart" 
^* mebts of an unmarried woniaii to thbfc J!^^ 
nori.—Natntt and curiofity are the fole fpringi 
of the eafy and favourable reception (he giVM 
•• them.— Thofe ^gnori^ Amelia, are of neither 
•* fex — they, however, belong fo far to that of 
^ man, as to be able to amufe our knfcs with 
** the lively (hadow of pleafure : as no danger 
•* attends our raptui-es with them — ^You muft 
,J* underftand me, Amelia,** 

When i Was by ihyfcif, I reflefted — -reS 
fic£led-^^^^kiid ceafed to ivonder->— Sometimes 
aftei:, with the leave 6f my iliother^ I fent for 

Signor S /, who, I had been told, was as 

Biildfbme a man, &s he wa^ aii excellent ma* 
fician. He camc^^-^^-^-^taUght mi to finfei^— i 
tnd to wiih for a clofer intimacy with him.—— ^^ 
By degrees he grew fo familiar as to oblige 
inc to chaftife him— with my fan.— —By de^ 
grees I grew fo carelefs, frohi my opinion o^ 
his infignificancy, that I let him often praife, iil 
the moft exprcflivc manner, every bfcaiityhi 
admired' : from one degree to another, We 

would 
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Would have come to a fcrScSt intelligeiice, had 
not my mother's health haftened our journey 
taBath.-— — Signor ^ ■ - ■< arrived here fix days 
ago ■ g ucls the reft. 


LBtJ 


L E T T E H XIX; 


Mfs S— ^; to Mfs Ar^\ 


TTOW lovely virtue is ! I wonder it docs ndt 
•*• •*• animate the heart of every man, and ex- 
cite thetn to generous aflions. Such a delight 
attends the performance of our duties, and the 
doing good, that it muft deftroy in ;he indi^ 
▼idualt >who enjoys it, all feeds of vice and cor* 
fuption. All, dear Charlotte, are fenfible of 
dus truth-yet, how few aft agreeably to it! Not 
unlike the clergyman, a famt in the pulpit, and 
a coxcomb in fociety, we behave in oppofition 
to our thoughts and feelings. Whence this 
contradiction ? Are virtues merely fpeculative ? 
I do not believe it. This praflice requires the 

iacrifice of our palSons*— in the neceflity of that 

facrificc 
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Ikcrifice I find the reafon of our perpetual ne* 
gledt of virtue. Through the fear of not bebg 
promoted to a richer fee, the ambitious bilhop 
connives at the profligacy of the great — a judge 
interprets the law at thp will of a munificent lord 
of the treafury— -the needy courtier betrays his 
friends and country for a place or a penfion-*-* 
and the charms he finds in the fight of his gold 
fieels the heart of a mifer againft the voice of 
hunlanity. I have not fpoke of women, Char« 
lotte •, their pafllons are as craving and deftruc* 
live to morality. 

Afts of beneficence are fo fcarcc in this fri vo^ 
lous and felfifh age, that it would feem there 
arc no objedls worthy our pity, were not our ears 
conftantly ftruck with the diftrefles of our fel- 
low creatures. When afliftance is accidentally 
given by moit of our men of fortune to the un- 
happy, it pafies to them through the hand of 
oftentation — ^Is this charity ? — how different 
the behaviour pf the noble and benevolent Sir 
George Savile! that gentleman, Charlotte, ^ 
one of thofe few, who 

Do good byftealih ^^4 ^Infi tojind it fame. 

yctt. II. n • 1 wiU 


i wiTt riot refufe myfelf the ptcafurt 6f telling 

thee an anecdote relating to that generous bard- 
'» • • » . ' - 

net. I am certain thou fhalt read it with a fa* 

tisfaftion equal to that I have in writing it^ 

A worthy farmer having met with confider- 
able lodes, for none of which he was himfelf 
cenfurable, became Co great an objeft of com- 
pafilon, that feveral gentlemen in his neigh- 

• * ' • « , , 

bourhood, with a laudable alacrity, aflifled hini 

with their purfes. Sir George Saville was natu- 

■ . • 1^ . . * « 

rally applied to, as a man whofe liberality on 
every ftriking occafion was unqufiftionable. To 
ihi extreme furpfi^e of the gentlemen ^hb men- 
tioned tht rituatibn of tiit pbor fartner's ^Gtit^i 
In a manner fUfHcierit to t6uch his pitying hcart^r 
hb r^fufed to advance ai fhilling tbWards his rd- 
iief, declaring at the fattici time, that he h'siA 
particulal- reafohs for his beh^iour. The ISHi- 
citing genfleihert wcfr6 t6t flolite to prefs Si? 
George tb acquaint thetii with IjiS reaforis^; 
they therefore rctifed; witKbut repeating ttiiiV 
requelf. 

The farmer hearing one of thofe gentlemen, 

not long ^tef\^ards, fpeak very (lighthigiy of 

Sir 
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Sir George, for not having contributed to his 
fubliftence, fuffcred him to run on in the con- 
demning ftrain for fome time, without interrupt- 
ing him, though he looked much agitated, 
and as if he wifhed to contradift him. At laft,. 
hbwever, not being able to remain filent, he 
replied with tears in his eyes^ " Oh,. Sir, you 
are very much miftaken ; I can*t bear to hear 
fo good a man as Sir George Saville fo un- 
juilly found fault with^ I have received more 
money from himj fince my misfortunes, than 
from all my benefaftors put together. He 
charged me» indeed, not to mention the fum he 
gave me, and therefore I do not tell you what 
it was ; but I aflure you, k is fufHcient alone 
to make me and my family happy for ever." 

Art jhou not, Charlotte, in love with Sir 
George? Doft thou not wifii for a-hufband 
a maa who like him prefers to public praifes 
the approbation of his own heart ? 

If my propitious ftar fends in my way a man 
of fo diftinguiftied and magnanimous a charac- 
|cr, may he love me !-^fuch examples cannot 

be 


I 
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I be too much commended*— i—^they fhould be 
printed in gold letters, and expofed to public 
view. 

Lulled by lustury in the arms of infenfibility, 

the greateft part of the nobility are deaf to the 

cries of the miferablc — At the fight of a 

wretch, whofe looks and garment fpeak the 
lamentable fituation, they in humanly turn their 
eyes from him, and fliut their hearts to com- 
paflSon, though nature attempts to force it into 

their breaft- their riches are fquandered. 

let me npt tell thee how, dear Charlotte— fuch 
men are not only the difgrace but the ruin of ^ 
nation— The people, fcrvile imitators of the great, 
beiieve that Vice fandtified which they indulge 
like them they will enjoy guilty, or expenfive 
pleafures— like them fcoflf at religion, and en- 
no|3lp every folly— the confeqnences are dread- 
ful How mapy families from opulpncp have 

funk into want ! — —hardly one day paffes with- 
out hearing of a bankruptcy — of a fuicide 
Charlotte ! the fubjeft is too fad-r^ — the per) 
dropi. 

#' « * « ♦ 
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1 have juft rccieived a letter froth thee--— 
1 am forry I cannot doubt the immorality of 
Lady Mary— ^her duplicity I knew not-^Good 
God ! Is ic poITible th^'t a youug woman fhould 
thus be loft to the fcnfc of ftiame ! -^-Ihe loves 
Lord G ■ ■ ■ ^ arid yet is to be married to 
General Sc-^ !-i— ^— Not one word about her 

paflioh for the fornler has (he ever dropped to 

> 

me — I Was not a proper confidant, Charlotte— 
Unhappy (he who can be trufted ^ith fuch a 

fccret ! ^Muft an honeft man fall a viftim to 

Lady Marj^ ! W6 know her guilr-»-By fe- 

creting it frorti the General, arc we not equally 
triminal with her ?— ^Would not that man be 
highly culpable, who, having it' in his power 
to refcue another from an enemy who drags 
him to a precipice, would coldly behold his de- 
ftruftion ? — Is not the cafe of that man ours ? 
the General is neither a friend nor a relation to 
U^ l-i-^-arc we to be virtuous only for thofe we 
icfteem dr regard ?— has no other man a claim 
to our gencrofity P Lady Mary would fuf- 

fer by the unravelling of her villainy !— a woman 
Wantonly vicious I neither can nor will pity— 

(he 
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flxc may repent ftill !•-— i-I wiU write to her— i 
the fear <of being betrayed will perhaps indudc- 

her to reform -Boi;, df ar Charlotte, why 

is not Ijord C rather than the Qeixeral 
the objeft of her choice ? Why does Ihc intend 
to marry j;he .man Ae hatps, and not jthe mm 
Ihe loves ? I don't xinderftand that — *— With his 
lordlhip (he might lead a lifeof happinefs and ^ 
innocencc-r — - with the General ihe nwifl: b^ 
miferable and guilty— Oh ! CharlotteyChar- 
lotte, I have no hopes ,of Lady Mary's CQqvieiE- 
fion " Her refolution belpeaks a heart to- 
tally corrupted the voice of truth or friend- 

Ihip will not prevent her infamy, fince religion 
and virtue have loft their authority over her— 7- 

Unfortunate Maria ! — how fallen thou art ! 

1 win write,, however— it (hall not be faid I have 
forfaken her when (he Rood in need of my help 
and fupport. 

My refledions on Lady Mary have madernie 
forget thee, dear Charlotte. . -I will roatj 

again the laft part .of thy ktter, .Thqa 

had*ft a fccret motive for not teljing the Gene- 
ral the infidelity of his miftrcfs—thou bluflieft 

at 
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at the thought of it {-—'—Charlotte is in love— « 
in love with General Sc — !— — Dear Char- 
lotte, tell me I am miftaken, or thy friend 
fhall be ugfaappy. 


LET- 


I » 
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General Sc — to Edward D— — , jE/f, 


T^fTHAThavc I done to thcc, Ned, to 
^ ^ torment me as thou doft ? . Wert thou 
my enemy, thou couki*fl: not more fcnfibly make 
me fed thy hatred. Thou would'ft not difturb 
the deep of a miferabk, who as foon as he 

awakes would Gurfe. his exiftpnce Why arir 

thou kfs generous to me i I deteft truth as 
much as that man abhors light which gives him 
back to the excruciating kn(t of his pains ( 
delighted with my error I wilt not lofe it-7-Woe 
tq him who will take it from me ! Thy wifdom 
1 envy not — my folly I ' would not change with 
it— talk no more the language of reafon— I am 
deaf— I cannot hear thci. 

LET- 


LETTER XXI, 


tori C , /« the Earl tf W- 


My Lord, 
'T^HE generality of the women of the prefect 
^ age could not fit to the piflure you have 
drawn of them thofe» who might 6y^ 

** Lord W-; has portrayed us fuch as wc 

*^ ^e,*' I know no more than a general does 
the brave» or the cowards in his army ull he has 
led them to aflion. Had not Newton evinced 
by his writings that he was a great genius^ never 
would he have been diftinguifhed by that glo- 
rious title m the fame manner I will not 

affirm that a woman is really virtuous, unkls 
(he has inconteftably proved hcrfclf fo. For a 
defcrved reputation, thoufands are ufurped— 
If a man, or a woman, becomes the colours 

they 


( io5 ) 

they wear, the vulgar are cafily deceived; they 
will not queftion their apparent identity, and 
pull ofF the malk that conceals the impoftor. 
I amiifotio^ener^ias, m^ lord ; ^ut of coqrtefy, 
I will not bely my reafon, and aft like a fool. 
I have met with fo many quacks upon the 
ftage of pojke life, Jthat I think ipyfelf perpe- 
tually furrounded by hypocrites, or knaves— 
in vain do I look for nature, every where I find 
art in its place,— F hear of honefty— ^" Who 

^' ip^^lKhc yvcftd'' l-r^Lo^^ W- gping ,tQ 

,ft.rtliijr*s. A wpmftn mac^e yeftprday the p^e- 
gy4;ic 9f mpdeljty-— « ^er name?"— J^^ S-— ^ 
;j?|io fu^s l^cr htilband in Doftors-Comn^ons ,f<^ 
IpfoffiicjLeocy.-r— I cpuld fill ,a.3y}iolc yobitpp ii> 

fpj^Q, m hv^» "^'^ ^^ ^m^^ 9f men 4p4 

Fgroen who tjilk and ^ in as incpnfjft^pt » 
P?an|icr, 

¥011 fear that libertinifm is the fole caufe of 

V 

my diflike to marriage^^you do not do me 
juftice, my lord— Were I certain to be as happy 
as the dukes of Portland and Buccleugh, the 
lords Ancram and Molineuk, &c. to-morrow^ 
nay this very minute, I would turn a hulband^ 

Give 


* 

Give me fuck 4 wMe ^ ev^ry fi^j^fthem-*^ 
Jbftaft, aRd yflu ft^j^ h^y? .injr J»fl«jjy tj)#ft)^.. 

Since you don't bid me to give you an ac- 
<:ount of my conduft, though you eagerly long 
to be acquainted with it, I wiil gratify your 
curiofity. 1 have, my lord, a favourite foily, 
which I indulge to the utmoft of my power— 
' theruifiof ^U the -young women who pleafe mc, 
I attempt — thufid€r not, my Jord, a voliey of 
-oaths -agairtft me — ftop .the word villain i fee 
leady to fiy from your lips — wait for condemn- 
4ng -me ^iH -you arc fully eonvincedi dcferveit. 

Amazed at the number of adultcr^fles jqf 
every rank^ .1 thougjit their deprayity Ipruo^ 
froni education — that Jiaji fhey t^een fincepely 
devoted to virtue before their marrijige, tjiey 
would have continued fo after it. A difci;qgc 
wife, my lord, launches nQt fo eafily.intp the 
paths of vice— —>. there is bet weep her ^njl 
infamy a diftance almoft impoffible to be gone 
>hrouglir..r--gyi^ /^f^ tfec f^ ftcp^ flac muft 
he guilty Af, before ftie fiJJ[s 'thje,j»pafui« of bcr 
iwqiJiiy-^;'«rer.from iiH^ tp crime the irttec- 

y^ is immcnfc---is^dreadful to think of— Unlefs 

her 


her heart be corrupted in the prime ofher lifo/ 
a woman cannot deviate' -from her' duty-^tht 
habit of performing it^ives her neceflarily a 
power over her palIions-7-at the idea of vice, 
ihe mull as naturally fliudder with horror as at 
the xinexpefted fight of a monfter— — Thefc 
reflexions, my lord, made merefolve to fre- 
quent the company of the young ladies of 
faihion — ^to ftudy their charafter — to watch 
attentively their taftes, pleafures and inclina- 
tions ^What was the refult of my obferva* 

tions, my lord ? — I am alhamed to tell it-— a 
confirmation of my fufpicions.-- — From their 
idlenels, vanity, love for diflipation, indifference 

of their religious duties-— let me add, from their 

« ' > . 

indecency, I concluded that the odds againft a 
hufband's honour were one huncjred to one. — 
** Did you put their virtue to the tell ?" — 1 did^ 
my lord — moft of them would have been mine 
had I not had more difcretion than they.-^ 

I am juft engaged with one of thofe beait^ 
ties I have had the impertinence to de- 

clare folemnly I never would marr y ■■ ■ yet, 

ihe 
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flat rpccivcs mc!- 


— -^Nfore than that, my 
lord— file feigns an inclination for one of the 
Jionefteft men in the mgdom, who is extremely 

fond of her to him (he has promifed her 

hand — to me given Her Kcvt when Ihe has 

pronounced the facred Yes, I am to be happy—* 
Poes not your foul glow with indignation F.^ 
Can I think of a wife^ when fuch examples suf 
under my eye ?— 

« 

I am, with reipeft. 
My Lord, 

Your Lerdfliip's 
lylofjt hutnblp and obedient fervan^ 


P 


■^ 


L E T Tli R XXfl. 


Mijs S , to Laij Mary H— y^ , 


T TOwcvcr ificrcdiblc what I have heard of 
•*• -*" you, my lady, I muft believe it. When 

Mifs A afiirfa» any riling, there is no 

doubting her veracity — never would fny honed 
Gfefffeitte tcli i fife ertil in a jett. Your paffion 
'for Lord C is not a myftery to me— 

ad(I not to your guilt by denying the charge • 

a letter you wrote to his lordfhip fell- into the 

hands of mifs A 5 Ihc read it — What 

good can you expeft from a behaviour fb oppo- 
fite to virtue ? Flatter not yourfelf to avoid the 
contempt due to your duplicity— the bafenefs of 
your character will not long remain a fecret to a 
man interefted to ftudy y6u-----be his confidence 

in 


hkti'^^^iti ivhdt KghM therf fkrft ytru a^fil^ «i 
bitnv ta the whofe world f -^-fi-^frbnTiycmr dlitno^ 
of the general for a hufband, I conjeflofe HtM 

Lord C— defpifes you— how clfe would he 

not wed the Mtoman he loves ? ^You muft be 

blind, indeed, if you do not fee his contempt in 
the refufal of his hand — You fuffer the vifits of 
a man who difdains to take you for his wife !— - 
nay, you love that man! — What miferable opi- 
nion muft he not have of you ? Had he 

any delicacy, I would be furprifed fhould he 
not fcorn you even for his miftrcfs. Arc you 
fo totally dead to modefty, as not to feel the 

heinoufnefs of- your conduft ? Will you, 

fully refolved to betray the General, fwearto 
be faithful to him ?— ^God forbid there fhould 
be one woman capable of committing fuch 


a crime 


I 


better would it be for her never 

to have' been born — Mary, Mary! I will 

not tell you, I fear you are that woman, 
who will wantonly give us that unparalelled 

inftance of human depravity Refleft on 

the charms of a virtuous life, on the deteftation 

V in 
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in which the vicious arc juftljr held If 

lady Mary thinks, Ihe will forfake her errors—* 

that I may pride in her friendfhip is the fincere 
wifli of 

Tekny S— — *: 


j^ETi 


L j: T T E R XXIII. 


Lady Mary H— y,. to Mi/sB- 


[TC^EAR nor, Amelia; 1*11. manage well. that 

•*■ domeftic animal we call a hufband — thqfc 

» 

r things arq the mofl: governable creatures upon 

earth to me he (hall be as meek as a lamb, 

. Since he fwallowed the pill I gave him, tjjc 
..general has had no new fits of his difeafe— — 
^ like a philter it has increafed his love and ^con- 
. fidence-— He talks of expiating for his injufticc, 
^.jand his hand is the offering he prefents to my 

forgiving tenipcr. 1 have humanely accepted 

,Xkf Qblation^ but not yet fixed the day of the 

^ facj^ificc,— :Hc would have named it— I blulhed— 

» he was filent. That blulh came undoubtedly 

very bors depropos — I could not help it— as it is 

YoL, IL I upiverfall f 
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friii^erfally agreed that a crimfon hiHr tmA 
(pread over our cheeks whenever the weddingr 
day is talked of-*-had it not enlivened my fea^ 
turesy my modefty might have been called i» 
queftiom Men have more faith in tKofe fudden^ 
equivocal colourings, than in the behaviour of 

their midrelTes they take them for the genu^ 

inc taiiks of a virtuous foul! Every day 

deceived, they will be deceived again. 

Lord G grows inceflantly more tender 

and prefBn g I know not what to do with 

him-^-— more than orice f think he might— But 
when r am forgetful of myfclf, he i^ the moire 

careful of me Not always, Amelia, have 

I, inwardly, thaViked him for his difcrction — I 
have fometimes thought it offenfive-^^Nature 
and pride murmured againft hini— I ani unjuft-^- 
his refpedt deferves my pralfes. Why are wc 
tempted not to forgive the refpeft of a lover, 
though confcious it is as psdnful to him as it is 
advantageous* to us? Does not our folly pro- 
ceed from the idea that the man, who can dt-^ 
prive himfeif of a pleafure,, wilhos butfaindy 

for 


\ 


c^ 
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foi- it?— I finccrely believe that pride is i grmittt 
enemy to our fcx than both love and natUre— 
INVITO days ago I was betrayed by it into an aft, 
which neither of the latter would have made me 
i:ommiti—Lord C v , r , , aftet having gazed 
with thi eye of admiration upon me, faid it 
was a pity ihy fegs Ihould nbt afifwer the 
beauty of my face.— ■ 

How do you know they do hdt, my loixl ?— 

I have been .told by a lady that you lud not 
5* to boaft that part of your perfott-* 

"And you believe her? . 

•• 3he had no intercft to deteive infe-*- 

Then, Amelia, to evince to him the iittpefti* 
ftenCe of her judgihent, I flicWed him my leg 
up to the knee. 

« Well, my lord, what is yoUr opinibn now?~. 

I heed hot tell thee, Amelia, the praifia he 
Tpoke, and the fatal toftTequences which were 
nigh attending my indifcretion. The ftratagem 
ufed by his lordfliip was not vtry ingenious j 
but my pride tOok fo eafily alarm, that I had 

I 3 neither 
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neither the timc^ nor the thought to prepare 
againft it. 

A$ from my fenfations in my thes a tites with 
Lord C , I am certain that my virtue 

would not turn fuperior to his attacks were 
they made with ^ refolution to conquer, I will 
no more expofe myfelf to^ the hazard of a de- 
feat — ; — What I call his refpeft, may, for ought 
I know, be ijghbrance of my feelings, or of the 
value of an opportunity. — -^Should he, on a 
fudden, become a corimjfeur in either, and 
make ufe of his khowledge bi^for^ my reputa- 
tion is fheltered under the wings of Hymen, I 
might repent—-^! will not repent, Amelia—— 
When the pricft has conjured fear but of my 
piind, then— then— then— 


Thy. tafte for the Sigwfri Cafirati^ fo uni- 
▼erfal a few years ago, is almoft grown out of 
fafhion — The wonderful adventure of Signora 
^enduei fpread fuch a terror among the mricfi of 
our fex, tHat the boldcft of them durft hardly 
repeat the experiment. Thou waft in the 
country when it was reported that the Signora 
was likely to become a mother— The news of 


ao 


an invafion from the French would not have 

frightened women half fo much — it threw the 

-"^ . - ' ' ft 

whole tribe of Amanti into fear and confufion-^ 
every Sighor was thought a Tenduch — To be- 
come a mother without the leave of a prieft !— 
This difmal reflexion, Amelia, I read in the 
crountenance of feveral of niy friends for three 
months-^- — that time elapfed, calm and confi- 
dence entered their hearts again, I confefs to 
thee, that I was refolved to be initiated intp the 

myftery This Signora ftrucjc a damp on my 

fpirits — though it was afterwards known that 
the Signor Marito had not operated the miracle^ 

jny apprehcnfions did not fubfide —To tell 

you the truth, xt\y inclination did not fpealc 
forcibly in* favoiir'bf the* Signori •, had my heart 
felt for them, I would have believed in thp 
impoflibility of a deteAion, and gratified my 
fancy. Indulge thy whim, Anrielia \ but beware 
of thy fervants \ confide in none of them : 
Ihould thy waiting woman be trufted with thy 
fecret, either (he would grow impertinent and 
jmperiQus, or betray thee at the leaft difpleafure. 
A ypman muft b? very ^upid, who wants a 

confidant 
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confidant to hdp her tx> carry on an intrigu(;i[ 

with fuccefs be thp circumftances ever fq 

ipucli againft her, f^ie will infal|ibly turn then} 
to her ^yantage with patience and diQimula- 
tioi^. The fcarcify of the rendezvous makes 
them the more escquiiitely agreeable-^it keeps 
the foul perpetually on the wing of dcfire 
Stolen enjoyments cannot create diflil^e or fa* 
tiety ; thgfe, accprding to experipncci are thp 
effe^? Qply of a calni, undifturbed poffeffion, 
"y^pre wpmpn of gallantry convinced of thi? 
truthf rather tbaij to mal«:c a confidant, they 
would wifh for fpies on their condufl;— -»A 
dilh he c^n command blunts the appetite of a 
voluptuary —— We all arc that wluptuary, 
^ppli4— -— ru fay no more. 




LETTER XXIV. 


mfs A , to AC/i 


IT is too true, dc^r Jenny, that I love gene* 
ral Sc— ^. My paffion for being unlucky 

is not criminal 1 am not alhamed to own it. 

Since I am come to my parents I have had 
hundreds of opportunities of knowing the merit 
of the general -, he is in every refpeft worthy of 
me. Before he faw lady Mary I thought my- 
felf the objcft of the daily vifits he paid to us-^ 
I miilook his behaviour, his looks, his lan- 
guage, for the expreflions of a tender fenti-^ 
mpti p my mother believed as I did— The 
general's inclination for lady Mary told us our 
error - 1 awoke from a pleafing dream, and 
fighed at the lols of it S hould J dcfcribe 
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to'thee the chara£ter of the general, thou wouldft 

not wonder at my afFeftion for hinni the de- 

fcription would raife too fenfibly emotions I wi(h 
for ever filent in my hear t- ■ ■! muft neither 

ipeaky nor think, nor write of him Oh 1 

dear Jenny, it is a torment to love, and to have 
an happy rival I do not hate lady Mary 

upon that account— -Heaven forbid I fhould be 
guilty of fuch a mcannefs.— Would (he deferved 
the lover fortune has given her!— -Abfence and 
religion, Jenny, are my phyficians *, to them I 
truft my cure— help them with thy courifcls. 
Adieu. 


LEtr 


LETTER XXV, 


Laif Mary H— *y| U Mfs S< 


^TPHOU haft known me thefc ten years paft; 
*^ and yet thou doft fo egregioufly nriftake 
my charaftcr l~What aftton of mine, Jennys 
has made thee fo eafily believe me guilty of tha 
indecent behaviour thou chargeft mc with ?— — « 
Haft thou ever difcovercd in me a foible I ought 
to blufli for ? My heart I have always laid opea 
before thee— which of its feelings authorizes 
the injuftice thou haft done me ?— ^-Though 
not, in appearance, as virtuous as thou art, 1 
am fo in reality— the difference of the life wc 
live commands a difference in our manners-^ 
jVt JL,— — I would be Jenny — in London thou 
WOUldft be Lady Mary. From my coquetry 

fenr 
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lenfible people will imply I am vicious, no more 
Chan thou arc honeft from the modefty of thy 
carriage. Our deportment, Jenny, is not the 

charaQcrijftic of ouf mprals Diffimulation 

and ingepuity 'are often united togethcr~Per- 
haps thou haft as many cenfors as I have- 
thou art welcome to believe the contrary : how* 
ever true, I am not tenacious of my opinions : I 
fuffcr every body to think, or aft as they pleafe; 
and never infer from their unlikenefs to me that: 
I am the better, and they the worfe, 

I rcfpe^ Mifs A——, and value her vera- 
city as much as thou doft ; but is (he infallible ? 
Though I have a great idea of her difcernment, 
permit me, Jenny, to doubt her being always 
right in the judgments fhe forms. No mortal 
was ever endowed with an unerring fagacity ; 
the wifeft have foil^etimes pronounced fentences 
which have been reveriid at the tribunal of cool 

impartiality. I do not accufe Mifs A — . 

with an intention of injuring me ; to the ex- 
treme delicacy of her virtue I attribute only her 
credulity. The gaity of my condud with Lord 
g ... fhe interpreted fof inclination j we ar« 

m 
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oot prudes in LondohS^dcar Jenny ; the fiirljf 
looks of a woman, who fees crime in the moft 
infignificant adlion, attitude, or fpeech of her 
admirers, are unknown upon the brilliant ftage 
of life. — We aft the more freely, that we ar^ 
the more innocent The probability of an in- 
telligence between his lordfhip and me deceived 
^f ifs A : {he had no fooner cherilhed the 

fancy of its being real, than it was out of my 

power to convince her of its noi>-exiftence« 
The inponfiftency of her behaviour was adequate 
to her obftinacy. If fl>e thought me lofl to hoi> 
i nour, why did (he continue to vifit a woman 
^ihe ought to have forfaken ? I own, Jenny, that 
I did no longer look upon h^r as a friend-^that 
I even impeached her delicacyrr- that J was 
tempted to believe her rather^ what the French 
call, um hegeule than a fincere votary of virtue* 
No confideracion whatever ^ould have prevent- 
ed me from breaking with a woman I fhould 
have dcfpifed — thou wouldft have behaved in 
^e ' fame manner, Jenny — ftill fufpicious, and 
yet treating me with the ufual familiarity ! I re-* 
jfolved to try her, determined, if the experiment 
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orpvtd unfuccefsfial, to renounce, her foqiety. I 
ipvited l^er one. day tp breakfaft with .xnc the. 
j\cxf, morning. Bcforp fhe canie I wrote a. letter, 

which I direfted to Lord C : — , and laid un- 

iealed upon my toilet. After we had drank our 
fii^ di(h of t^a^ upon a fignal I gave, my wait- 
ip^ woman defired me in the name of my father 
to.gQ down. I obeyed thccommand, and ft^y* 
cd, alQioft half an hour in another apartnient. 
When I came back, I threw a glance at the 
letter, and knew it had been read by its not be- 
ins: in the fame place I bad laid it in. Inftead 
of the reproofs I expcfted from the virtuous 
MijTs A — :: — , I. faw her calm and friendly--^ 
I had no patience any longer ; I pretended the 
neceffity of a vifit I could ^ot delay, and got 
rid of her. Whether Mifs A r. — difcovered 

the true motive of that vifit I know not ; but 

- - . . . . . • . , 

f?om that moment we never vifited one another. 
Hadft thou been in my place, Jenny, couldft 
Iho^ hav^ forbore afting as I did ? No ; I darq 
fay that thy indigjnation would have been qjiarl^- 
ed ftill more ftrongly. Since my letter to Lord 
g . wa§ the real ^aufe pf Mifs A^rr: — r'\ 

9 
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rupture with me, flie has itiy efteem agatn^ tho*^ 
I cannot commend her lilence upon fuch an oc*' 
^afion. Thy feverity is far more honourable acid 
worthy of us both— I thank thee for this ncW 
proof of thy virtue iand Friend (hip. ' 


V -» 
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h Loify MARirvH-^Vi 


VTESTERDAT on my entering the baM- 
t -*' room the firft objeCt I beheld Was Ed- 
ward D — -i Eiq. At the fight of me he af^ 
feAed the greateft furprize. 

«« What ! the charming Mifi B-^^ in thi« 
*• place ? 

The man» Maria^ failed m the ekpre^n of 
his furpcize-^he fpoke the words with an accent 
that plainly declared he knew I was here. Hii 
diflimulation put me upon my guard. He 
begged to know whether my hand was engaged 

for 
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' fer the evening. Anfwering it was not» he de^ 
fired the fkvour to dance with me^ The firii|f 
countr3r dance over, we fat down, 

** How docs Geoeral Sc— , Sir ? 

^^ I have not heard from him thefa three 
** wedcs paft — he is fo much in love with the 
^< beautiful and fenfible Lady Mary H — that 
y he has no time to give to friend(hip."--» 

It was a lie \ I read it in his looks. 

•• I expert every day the news of their being 
•• manicd— 

•* rU rejoice at the happy event matri- 

<* mony is a blefled ftate when love and eftee<a 
** form its facred tie. 


" Lady Mary deferves the General 
•* The General deferves Lady Mary- 


Then he carelefsly turned the converfation 

opon the diverfions of Bath, Of all the women 

in the room none pleafed Mr. T)*^^"— but the 

:^righdy and coquettes. I bantered him on the 

nOTclty of his^ taft o ■ . W hat doft thou think 

waa 
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*■ " . ■ ■ 

was his ahfwcff ? Shouldfl: thou rack thy wits for 
ten years thou could*ft not gucfs it, 

^' Referved and fedate women, madam, are fo 

« generally ftupid, that their virtue, were it 

'•^ unqueftionable, is not a compcnfation for 

** the^»«i they* caufe. Having an equal chance 

^ to find true honour in a gay as in a modcll 

•' woman, I give the preference to the former, 

*« whofe compan/is undoubtedly more lively 

«« andi^ecable. 

** And you think the odds equal ?— 

^^ Should dtey be againft the coquette^ I rather 
H-woidd ho a cuckold than tu-ed.**-..^ . 

** Pray, Sir, what beauty has made fuch a 
y metamorphafis. in you ? 

«*.To'0iy reafon, and not a beauty, I am in- 

«' debted for it the example of fq prudent 

«* a man as General Sc— has perfuaded mc I 
•* was a foo l ■ ■ ■ 

" lam certain that the-^General. will always 
' «f{ felicitate himfclf.iipoa.hia choice of h^^j 
' ^v Mary ■■ ; 

" My 
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" My cdnfcioufnefk of it begAft my con- 
•* verfi6n.r— 

That rnan cannot deceive with a good gracc-^ 
1 felt an irony in the panegyric. 

« Thou (han't ihuiffle with me> faid I to my. 
** felf i ImuA iind will fcad In thy heart.— 

" Had you named another woman than lady 
*• Mary, I would believe in your converfion—. 

His eyes betrayed him iaftantly, 

*• It is not. Sir, with a man of j^our honour I 
"w^ diflfemble— -the levity of lady I^ary 
«*ffibuld» father confirm y6uf principles th^ 
"alter them— 

«* You are better . acquainted with her cha- 
«* rafter than I am— more out of dOftipliment to 
"you than of my iMfe of her meticl have 
♦' prailed her— 

" I do not thank you for your civility— 1 
** love to hear truth, and anfwer it.— • 

"Your i&iendlhip for lady Mary bid me be 
"falfc- 

Vol. II. K « Tbpugh 
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** Though her friend. I am not blind to her 
** faults. — I never will defend what I cannoc 
•• aplaud. — 

The tone of ingenuity^ Maria, is always 
perfualivc — it made Mr. Sc indifcreet. 

*' My efteem for the, general has made me 

** ftudy lady Mary 1 fear he (hall be un- 

" happy— 

" "Why don'ir you difluade him frora a match 
** you do not iipprove ?— 

' "He will: ndt be convinced^— ^ 

•• Very likely you have no heavy ^h^rge ti 
•* lay againft her — have you ?— 

•* I have one — but 

.. . . .1 

" You cannot pjove it— 
«« Not fuffkiently enough toi make it clfcftivc;- 

•'^ I pity general Sc — • 

^" " You niay fave him 'from deftrtidion--'* 
I made no reply. 

« We grow too grave, Sir •, let us dance. — 
••Will you give me leave to wait upon you 

'** to-morrow ?— ' ^ ^ ., , 

I fmilcd 
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-I finlled a Yes, From that moment Mr. 

D pofotiated the lpver» and was carefbl 

of pleafiog me. He admired^admired-*ad- 
mired every thing I did—every thing I ipoke-— 
I was all beauty, aa angel, and I know not 
wKiat— -I lauded in my heart at the prefump* 
lion of that &lk)w, who hoped toimpofe upon 
ine. A {iovice.in:iiiie Ait of djtcac entering; flie 
lifts wkh a woman of my experience ! 
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Mr, D ' " caifte t^-day at upon,: 9nd 
was ^received by me with the very countenance 
o^ lady Mary, The ufual corflpKments jpaid~ 

« If you thiiik me worthy of your confidence, 
*? Sir, tell me honcftiy the nature of your 

** accufatloft againft lady Mary H-^^ — -y.— 

• • ■- '• ■ ' • • • . 

^ It is no fccret to you^ dear madam— 

And the fawning diffembkr ^e my hand to 

his lips. . , 

-.. . ^ : Ka !• Lady 
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*« Lady Maffy'^ ttcrijts are atlriincftcht, « hfcr 
**• htaetii chiRe-— t , '■ -'^ - •' - •■ ' - 

***** • • • 

** Thcn^ m^^dam, you are ^but half her con- 

, ■ ,..■♦. . • 

« fidant— . 

■ ■ ■ tr. ••••«»«, • •<<</ « 

'* .... ^ / ..!,» ^vi * . . J 

b 

i ^u^ swiftvqry aflfeftign of lady Mary-^, , . 
^9 Atid yes )ftM thiiik to^umocent i^*^ / 

•* I flncercly do.--— ^ • ^ 

** You was fo fcvere laft night upon her— 

<< I faid Ihe had faults— What woman has 
•* none ?— 

•• Did not you pity general Sc— - ?— • 

^' I (till do pity him if lady Mary is unworthy 




cc 


V I cftccm you the more^ madam^^ that lady 
Mary has not durft to truft her gtiut to you— 

•' Her guilt !7-you frightcp me- Can you 

' ' ■ ■' ' ' , * 

make good ,your affcrtipn ?; — You cannot— I 
** dare you to it — Lady Mary is at)ove (lander^ 

^ *f Like you,, qiadam, I. would take the part of 
*' a friend, were 1 certain of his innocence'-^ 

*^* * * - • ** I cannot 
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<^l caopidt' h^ dsceiwd, ^ir, miny ki^owlelge 

fhich might bring difgrac? upon thegraerd, 

** minute to facrifice her to him-'-^HgWf j!Oii 
" found her dcfc&ivc in her jluties — falfc jn her 
** attachment to the general ,?— Prove itbme^ 
*^^ihd this Inftant 1 break', ^ith her— ^— If ypvi 
*'^'have any reipea for jnc, fuffer nvs^iot to \ip 
** called the friend of a vicipys woipaii Sp^TP 

^' me the fhame of a farther connexion with 

» ■ - - * t • . 

^hct'-— ^A young woman can never be too 
?^ tender of fecr reJ)utation-*-^-^it behdves you 
•• 8S a man of honour taffec me froni blame— 
« Be the foibk of lady Mary what i( %ill, 

;.^ Trillin waft In t|ie oont of my ^voiee %sA eveiy 
^dature. u. Me; ^p ■ . paufed, >then looked 
upon me with an air of fentiment and fatit 

V i«l atti Hippy, itear madanr, to find you the 
'* reverfe of what I thought you to be— Forgive 
il iny freedom^ wtt^ineamouilf ^ you; that 

rfrom 
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** fipm yolir intxtnacy . with kdy Msrjr I . oen- 
^'* jeftured you was like her, ti^ffifag, vain and 

*<-B^#e me. Sky you don'tpaint lady-Mary 
«iuthfully — ■- 

•t • I ' • I ^ '. ' ....4. ..fc 

••Your gcncrofity .will not avail her-— my 
'«* pi£^urc of her is true— —-Know, dear mai^ 
••datn» that lady Marjr, though her hand be 
«• prbmifed to general Sc— — -, has a iecre^ 
•• amour with Lord C ' 

"God be blefled! you have, iuv revived 

« my fmjking foul-rr-r-is this the ^ighty charge 

» . » 

" you^have againft lady Mary ? 

" Can (he- be more criminal ?~. *' 

■: I burft into.laaghtcr. . At this Unexpefted 
fally, the face of the Efquire, which is none <^ 
jihe ihprtpft, extended to a. frightftdl knffh, and 
;hi8 tongue hammered naonofyllables of .woaddr 
I could not hear. . , :'■.•.; 

" I am amazed, fir, how a man of your pc- 
«• netration and undcrftanding could thus realize 
•• a chimera— ... 

« A chimera, madsun H - " : ' 

"What 
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*< Whit eHe is k mere probability 10 the eyS- 
*< of tcafon?T-«jf this is your -manner of judging- 
*♦ of mankind, y<?u .mwft certainly have no faith- 
••.ia ch^itVt honour and vimie; 1 No loiigpr- 
'1 an;^ J aqgry with you. for h^vi% thought mo' 
^< vain and f^lfe^-r-vfuch cancluddn was natiiral: 
'* in a m^ gf your myfapthropic difpofition* 
*• Qcneral Scf — lovps lady Mary, and (he 

coquettes with l-ord C-^ ! that bcha-, 

viour. Sir, is the charadtcriftic of every fen- 
*^ fible woman defirpus c^ being adored by her 
•' lovcr-^the fear of a rival enlivens her charms, 
^ aiid }s:$eps tUpfi general's paffion alive, when a 
*^ pofittve.eertainty of pleaijlng her ttrould per- 
" hsipi luU him iotq a lethargic fit of indiffe- 
" roacc^ Of ^jall men lady Mar^ defpifes" 
*• ix>rd C ^ ' lit - M i l the moft-iw-In return, {Sir, 
« for thf f(rvip( you jftteqded to da mc, I will 
" condefcend to give you aiv-vndcniablc proof 
♦* of my aflcrtiqn.—Stay—l fh^} be bac!^ m a 
f* fpw minutes-^ . , * 

And I ileppcd to my clofet* I remembered 
a letter thpu didft write to, me a $W: months 
ago, vhcn curious ;o; know whether A fond wo^i 

man 
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man couM ^ie her Jover, I deflred tkce to 
fj^Sjk qi Lord C - . . .. / ^ u . as if he were the ebjefb 
c^^y hatred TEat tetter expfQ0bd fofedii^l/ 
thf diflik«of him^ that confcioui it would cxxi^ 
vioce thf Efqpiiie^ t gave it to him to read, I 
Jkt dosm, and pefuii^d him from head to ibot 

with a iqind aijr of indignatidd and pity. 

' ■' ' ' 

P ■ was in a maze— ten times he roccii- 

tared on each line, iludied the hapd, and loQlied 
at the date.* 

^' Am I awaked, or in a dfeam ^~ 

♦' Morf llkejy in a drcanri iSk, for, thcfe 
^* tWQQty inifiUtes paft, you have been abib- 
*• iwtely loferifiblc of my pmrcnM^Wha^, xA 
^^ thc^ fyaitw of reafbn, can you wonder «t fb 
^^ long?*^PQei tb« (bame of repenting ftruggte 
♦* in your boiaft with the defire of doing Juftke 
^ to lady Mai!y ?*^ 

** Nomah, deaf madam, was ever fo willing; 
^^ to give fatisfa&ion for the injuries he has 
4^ donc Mj i - ii ■ But, before, I miift be utterly 
^certain I was wrong^Though this letter 
« Ipeaks in a forcible mwner the innocence of 

1* lady 
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*« think they , arc ill fpundc^-^-iiay, , I wiflithicy 
^* may be fo— . . 

I arofe with dignity and confidence. « > . 

«* When your iwfon. Sir, has bid you? pfc- 
* judiccs ^way, I /h^U be glad to fee you — (iU 
•*thea honour permits me not to receive tlnf^ 

♦* calumniator of my virtuous friend. 1 have 

•* promifed yoit fccrccy j I'll keep my w6rd— • 
^^Lwly Mury fludl not knour flit kadan eiietaiy 
v»n.yTO-rr-Tin--yo% Sir, whMi (he flncerelf 
f pftdciMd and refflefted {-^^^i wilt fpaie (idr 
f* f(9elings the knowledge of your Hatred-*^ 

I know not^ Maria, what charm nature on t 

« • • • 

ibdden decked me with — Whether that charnj 
t0^as the adion with which I accompanied tnj 
ijyeech, or the lj)eech itfelf, but the eyes abd 

<iotmtenance of D told noe plaihly I plc^fecj 

him — 

*^ You have fpoke, dear madam, a$ I like t<^ 

•* hiar -your lips grace your very inijign^* 

** tioh No longer am I an unbeliever in the 

{ •*'<^irtues of lady Mary— — WjJi you forgive my 

^* fwfpicions againft her ?— 

And 
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* And he amoroufly took my ifflid in his J 

, . '. .. ' ... , ■ * • ' 

•* Arc you fcnfible they wcrie frivolous ahd 

**unjuft?— 
" I am— 

•^ Had you wantonly* pcrfifted in your C|:ror, 

•*i would have miftrufted your probity— you 

•^ .•• •' 

* have added to the good opinion I had of you-- 
<• I am happy in Aat gowd opipipn-T- . , . • 

^ laSbfteda blufli> and diiengaged my kaAd. 
"J^he confufion.of Mn U r > »v incrcftfe4-^e* 
wc^ld fpeak, abd durft not — I^My trouble; T 
artfully (uneditp the note of his bwn^ and with' 
the ftcps of a virgin walked to th? ,chiawicyr— 
he drew neanmc, opened his UpSf— the " I Iqvc^ 
•« you*' was half pronounced wjien forae cqm't 
pany coming in fpared my modefty the fatigue^ 
of an anfwer^ and left me at liberty to feign I 
had not underftood him. 

Don't you admire the power of circumftances, 
Maria ? I am not certainly more amiable nou^ 
than I was a few Weeks ago — ^yct, here I am 

loved by V , , whilft in London I was the 

objeft of his diflike^;;;;;- — Thank thy ftar for his 

I affcdlion 
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ft 

afieftion to tne«--^The fellow ddcrvcs to be 
leverely puniflied for his contempt of us botk-^ 
Since fate has complimented me with the 
power df rrrenge, be fure I will exert \t with 
gratitude and fpiritt Adieu* 
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M^f S , to Mfs A. 


T SEND tljce, dear Charlotte, a letter from 

*■• lady Mary it is written with fo little art, 

and fo much ingenuity, that I am inclined to 
think thou waft too precipitate in thy judgment 
of her— —I rather would imjieach thy difcern* 
ment than her virtue — ^the beft may er r 
Thou mayeft without difgrace to thyfelf ac- 
knowledge thy error, and do juftice to lady 
Mary— Charity bids us to bcly appearances — 
to our eyes they ought not to be conclufive. 
Who among mankind would be fpared by flan- 
der, were his external form t(p be taken for the 
xea) pi^ure of his fentiments ? I fear that the 
ftrol?:e of fatirc would be levelled at the mA 

innocent. 
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innocent. Men pr women, whofe honour, or 
modefty is fufpeftcd by the public, I would 
avoid, not from a conviftion of their guilt, but 
out of regard for myfclf, for general prejudices 
bind tb« miSsH and mod indepMd^ taa cop- 
dud they would difdain, had tfTey the liberty of 
afting agreeably to the diftates rf reafon — But 
a few cenfo'rs, Charlotte, mull not conipel us to 
defpife thofe we always had a realbn to efteem.— 
Read the defence of lady Mary — I wi(h it could 
convince thee— I am loath to condenin her-:; 

4 

fljc interpreted thy behaviour in' ^ manner ■;|lbjt 

very honourable to thee her modves were 

as' well founded as thofe which rnduccci thee 

to pronounce agjiinft her Yeti at the firft 

mention I have m^de to her of . tKe re^t catfitf 
of your rupture^ flic offers thee her fricndlHip 

again— ^Wilt thou be * leis genefous tftin^ 

lady Mary? Why fhouldft thou doubt 

her veracity ? ■ ■ - Iwill read her ^letter once 

more My dear Charlotte, t believe hex 

innocent.- ^i will not write the namp 

qf a man thou Ihouldft forget - . giy re- 
fleftioni waul4 but^ emertaixv a flartie, abfcncp 
and celigton will infennbly extinguim. 

LET^ 
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Laij Mary H— y, to Mfs B- 


T^AlrtlRE, (kar Amelia, muft certainly 
•** ^ be partial in her works, elfc Ihe would 
make a more equal diD:ribution of wit, beautft 
talents^ and merit — From the fupcrior accom- 
plifhments ihe has endowed the knaves with^ 
it (hould feem (he has, for their fport or advan* 
tage only, created the faonefl; and viftupus« 
For once we fee candour and' virtue come off 
conqueror over vice and hypocrify, * a thouftnd 
times we behold them in the train of their 
Haves, and gracing their triumph. As, from 
their numbers, we cannot think that the vicious* 
owe theif profpcrijy to chance,^ 1*11 cohctude 
tliey wcrfe pjcdeftinatcd * ' to be the fupremc 

• '' - fillers' 
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rukrs upon eart;h--«aDd that what we call good 
^nd bad 4re merely words like white and blacky 
to expre& the difference of two things the re- 
verie of. ea<h other* The language of men, 
iAmelia, and that of reafon, agree ieldom td- 
^ether: though their expreffion be ibmetimes 
the fame, their meaning is oftener as unlike as 
Jovdinefs and deformity^ order and confufion* 
Men preach ielf-denials«— ^Reaibn adyifes lU to 
.enjoy R eafon, fupported by experience, 

<:annot err-— ~the latter tells openly,, that thofe 
are the happieft, who are the moft free of leli- 
^ou$ prejudices, and that no mao.fcruples to 
^deceive when he cannot perfuade~Tto betray 
when! the treafon is beneficial to him— v'^^^ 
.tenets, Amelia, have formed the creed of all the 
fenfible peoplq in every age, and each c^ tbfitn 
-h^s afted according to their fpirrt,.whene vet 
^^fTi^t^^eft g^vethcwordof command* Why 
ahefe prerqgacivcs fbould ndt extend jto women, 
1 do not comprehend— —Apq we to be made 
ilavesj that mea may more freely tyrann^e 
a)vfr us, 4nd give: a loofe to their paffiopsi? 
.T.hcy:; will ^nduHgc ev«ry whim, however ;tic- 
.. , , ftruftiv© 
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^ftftiftrtt id hAdty; and we (toA Ut^Rci^ d€fkt9i 
^lifeH, 2tt the W6fff, itt bHly «fftli(lvJg €4> %li ! 
They wai 'tittgfr the whdle di^k of jWMftire*, 
4iady^ fl^H t^mirly keep witkki iht Ikie they 
^Mve^niwn,: and forbid us copt^s^?; TJiitm^ 
AoaU tapeit wd .wiA wekx>iri!P daios tkcf 
&om to be flcttcnd withi .is: tndf zmBtwg, 
•Weve we^ Kke n pieqe of tmeebamfai, to be 
itinded up 4it thdf eapricr, to have na otiter 
IKMlon tluin diat thry would pte»fe te- gitc as^ 
Inftufltde of < our powers of reflftMcey we^coald 
Mt #ppoft theiv c|Jcr<ribps i<nh. .. ,Mn Bi« £»- 
itotift^ with the fann^ kitdlefti^i Ikcoliief they 
potB^j' mtrflt wi^^frreiuter them fit the itnpeii^ 
4MS nod <fft^ 4efpoeie tdrds^ Md tike the 
'^rm they brd Qsi 60 afl^uno ?--'-r^Wi& iik^of 
Gotihii^n ! t ^rU neiihef : bdieve'^ nor o^y you^ 
*1¥heii legifll^mrs tHAtnph m4tr their &et thie 
Idwi thciy how rafted) wbtft feetomesiP Of thcfh* 
^thority^ Who, bsit loofe» will be bonfid by 
d&cm ^ Did not:xbe dnkd of Gi^af«*^, living io 
'^ie» advltfiry, io^Hfe hui duWbe& wkh 4^ cof^ 
iMPpt ojf vitfioe-r: Who (^ blame her for^hav- 
iig feHowed b^^ampte f Uk not ezthtvn- 

gant 
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^M to Mqiiure that i womaa iibouM i^ril^ 
a(S96lk)]is moi hft^ , it ndt in tbeir pdwer tt 
cosqucr J-t^^'t-j^-i^TJ^w alt rirtuoB, I amJMdl^ 
jpeculiar tp our fcx.^ ■ ■ I Uwtlk J iic« tllf 
tyrant Bqfilides^ Czar of Mufcovy, ordering 
one of his fubjcds to crofs a river half frozen 
over^ whilfl: in furs, and from a warm room^ 

he contemplates the delightful fpeflacle^^iii..^ 
Virtues peculiar to out fex !— «.— modcfty 

they name ^I do not find that word in 

the diftionary of Nature-^*— Nature blufhes 
not at the fenfations flie creates » ' Mo> 
defty is of a modern datc-^it is the work 
of education^ and more a veil for vice than 

a fupport to virtue We learn to blu(h 

as we learn to read— ^— Did not our difcreet 
governelTes teach us the fcience of the looks 
and words, whieh^ darted at us, or pronounced 
within the atmofphere of our ears, muft paint 
Qur cheeks with a crimfon hue, we would 
^poar more innocent, chafte &nd true-- — A 
fudden colouring betrays our knowledge of 
what IS wrong'-^-^ ignorance is a quality far 
Vol, II. L more 
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mortf honourable ■ ■ ■ ■ Should modefty be 
virtue, ought it to be peculiar to our fex ? — ^ 
I think agam of Bqfilides I hsNt no pa- 

-!?r^^di€u# 
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£dward D ■ > Efy% to General Sc< 


r o V E— --^love— -thou the happicft of 
•*^ men, leve! ■ T o Lady Mary I bend 
the knee, and a(k for pardon. I faw with the 
eye of prejudice-^Like a dilirious man, I mi£> 
took the obje&s before me, and beheld them 
under the colours my fancy gave the m ■ 

the illufion is vanifhed I have yielded to 

truth, and forfaken my error. 

Mils B has undecdved me— to her I 

am indebted for the return of my rea(bn«^irom 
a fceptic (he has chaxiged me into a believer—; 
Lady Mary is worthy of thee. 

L 2 Unlefi 


/ 
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iTnlefs we cm imitate nature, and faKhood' 
fincerity, fo well, as to fpeak their language^ 
and a(5t in their manner, I cannot queftion the 
virtue of thy miftrcfs. The moft experienced 
couftjkr f<il$ TometiMes in f ke otpreffion of & 
lie—oftca I have d^fcovercd hatred in the coun- 
tenance of the great at the very inftant they 
fworc fricndfhip to a man Can a young, gay 
womaft, e^ctl \it hj^^iify the knav^, whofe 
fortune or h^appinefs depends folely oa his talene 
of diffembling ?— I think it impoffible. Mifs 

B " ' ' ■ did flot t^te contr:idia fierfetf — ^ 
hef vdice Md her hdki never were iw*t of tune 

'^ the fame ingenuky prevailed tn the- defence 

tf Lady Mary, xcrrd her iticfignitioft agaittft me 

*^truth— truth Only flowed from- her lips " 

Lady Mary is wtjrtliy of chtfe. 

The recovery of my reafon^ dear Jack,, fiat 

been attended wit^ the Ibfs of "my Tiberty ^ 

Whilft Amelia fpdkt pefTuafion m mj mind,. 
Hit diTpIiiyed fuch a: bewitching variety o€* 
cTiafftis as f(ft ofF her wk and beauty with aU 
the grace of novelty and feduftion. To nvs flic 

wai ft woman^I never had fcen before My foul^ 

panted 
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panted wkh fdcJighc 2t tnry wor4 Ac utterit^ 
aiid.¥^i»ki bave gxed in a)y /ey^n IQ tcU heir t)i^ 
f^fatiofifi^fh^ felt, had no« the dijgnuy of her ^i- 
pprtmcot ^xwk g\e wuh ft?v a|id rcip^^ . ; . 

A beauty in a circle is not tialf fo lovely as 
in a iete a tete — Our attention not being then 
diverted by other objeds, centers neccffarily in 
her. Emotions we cannot account for, come 
immediately to invade our bread — By degrees 
wc lee more than we think— feel more than we 
fee. — ^Nature has ordered that two young per- 
fons of different fex fhouid never be alone, but 
thp idea of pledure muft intrude and make a 

third among them- In women that idea is 

checked by modcfty— in us, finding no enemy to 
oppofe its progrefs, it foon gives the impulfe to 
th€ heart, and enlivens every fcnfe. Thus 
charmingly deluded — thus under the fway of 
dcfire, if a ^oman enchants our reafon to aa 
eqyal d^rec of enthufiafm, we are no longer 

ourfelves— ^indifference flies away Of all paf^ 

fions, love alone remains behind to diftate— to 
be obeyed. Amelia talked as Ihc looked — — 
there wa§ ^ perfeft harmony between her fea- 
ture! 
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tures ud her fendments— between her aflico 
and the tone of her voice-^betwcen the graceful 
opening of her lips and the tempting heave of 

her bofo m I muft cc«|p to write, or my 

unagMiation will defcribe as I feel 
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LETTER XXX. 


LordC--'^t to the Earl tffl' 


Mr Lord, 

^* "VT O U do not approve of the part I pert 

^ form, and you fee danger in its exe« 

clon/'— -— I own it is di^racefulp but deny it is 

dangerous The degeneracy of the Udies of 

fafhion has emboldened me to aft as I do^-^ 
Were they not more vain than proud, I would 
hardly venture tpy life for the pleafure of deceit^' 
or the glory of knowing them^ Luxury and tht 
love of diffipat^on have enfeebled their fpirits— - 
Perpetually taken up with trifles, thdr charac^ 
Ux. is made up of foUy — Open to fancies,, (heir 
hf^xi \% (hut Jto generous paffions. 

Some 
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Some philofophcrs pretend that good morah 
are not'ncccffary in an opulent kingdom— ^if that 
maxim be true, our women are juft as they 
qughe \» be i moft of tbeni ttiaking a^diftkiAion 
between chaftity and virtue^ they cori'upt bcforo 
they are corrupted. 

Men having wifely agreed thai a lady of qua^ 
lity is ptirge4 frbof^ all pall oSiMKies by- her fe-r 
cond marriage after ^ divorce^ I am amazed ihe 
does not (ake a new lover, and deferve ^ new 
divorce eveiy month. This moderation^ icon- 
lidering the maqners of the age, sind thcwi|- 
lingneis of the legiQators to connive at th«ir de- 
pravation, proves that decency has not yet taken 

gn abfglute c^^gi of the female heart 1 zfxi 

glad of it \ for, fo long as a fpark of virtue re- 
mains, there are fome hopes of her revivii^ 
Sgain——— Though I tenderly indulge thefe 

m 

Jiopes, rny L^rd, they will have no influence on 
my judgment— ^it is not to fo bad d foundation 
that I ^ill truft |hp happinefs of my life. 

Modern education, noy Lord, is the fcieoce 

pf words, ^nd not pf fhings the fcicnc* of 

• ' »- 
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I 

the taftes and not of the virtues. In the mA 
ftckbmted fchoob for young ladies* Frirplity dkr 
tM»\grjirely^ tht^ lidiauH^ they cpt^ft avoid, sm^ 
thergr<ice$ tJbey urc to ^rn themftlv^ wid^^r^ 
T>Kc pi^rfbn U:the iok objea: of the attention of 
their inftruaors-rthe reaCwx Md. tht heaJrt af« 
Uk. to the care of n^tUrt. Hence 6> mMy \ovnr 

ly afid contempttbto ladici G * m M iNi .r .,* 

The world, my LoFd» finidei !wh^ educa* 
tion began — Pleafuret Faihion> the toilet^ form 
the circle of their ^ffedtions, thoughts and know- 
ledge — ^No time can be fpared for the ftudy of 
religion— —Cars, mufic, balls, ridottos, leave 
not one hoqr for the praftical part of their du- 
ties - they wonder libertihifm is fo much in 
vogue, . i i ■ t wondei- it is ftill kept within the 
bounds of (h^mci-^that it does not foar openly 
ppon the wings of impudet^ce as it do^s upon 
thofe of impunity. I^ittle fouls, my Lord, have 

no natural defence againft paflions ; they may 

" , » • • 

be attacked Qij every fide— irHow cpuld the plate 
be tenable againft a, bold or fkilful beficger ? . 

Women, on whofe minds the principles of 
|P9l"f lifjr h^ve riot been fo deeply engraved as th« 
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inaxims, which vanity and lolly have eftablift^ 
td the m^es of a falhionable I^e, exchange foon 
%he refpeft for the contempt of themielve»i^ 
£ach duty that oppofes their inclination bedom* 
ihg troublefome, indiflferehce takes infeji^bly 
the place of honour— Thus they rid thenifdves 
df • a remainder of modefly, which puts them 
•under reftramf, >^nd^ as fhamelefsly as a Lady 
•V a - ■ ■■■» or a Lady H— -rr— •oi^f leap into 
the vorteif of vice and infamy. 

We are, my Lord, the creators of the moden» 
wonjan of fafliion— rOf the form (he wears vrp 
liave a right to complain no n^ore thap the ar- 
tifl: of the exprelTion he has given to the fiatu? 
jie has made. When men deify vice, will wor 
paen continue to be difcreet or religious— Unlefe 
the laws, as in Japan, punifh with de^th the 
violators of modefty, fclf-love, pride, or the 
^irft of rcvepge will build temples to plcafurc 
upon the ruins of thofe of virtue. Perpetually 
tcajpting, pr tempted, under no other checl;: 
than the fear of their indifcretion, it would be 
f tniraclc if natiire was not triumphant over mo< 


J.V- 
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Vidity te the hqarcs of the young', and thx 
gay. . . . ' ^ 

Hear men talk, my tord What qualities 

do they praife in the fair ?— Is it their rcfcrved- 
nefe, their filencc, the purity of their manners, 
or the cxquifitenefe of their judgment ? Neither 
i? the objyft of their panegyric. For what pur- 
pofe then (hould women grace themfelves with 
accomplifhments, which would make them 

ftrangers to the fociety they live in ? Their 

merit would be a fatire againft their admi^ 
^ers—— their language could hardly be under* 
ftood, ftill lefs be anfwered by the coxcombs 

pf the day They muft adopt the futility of 

the latter, or be contented with the efteem 
of themfelves. Few, my Lord, will prefer a 

retreat to the world As want, or ambitioi^ 

forces the man of honour to the )evee of 
knaves in power, vanity, or idlenels compels 
a virtuous woman into the circles of folly 
— — — ^From the motives of their behavi* 
pur, rU conclude that both tnuft foon yield 


CO the &dtu9tioQ at the examples bof o¥ff tbeitv 
and lofe their innocence. 

I am, with refpeft. 
My LrOrd, 

Your moft humble, 
and devoted fervant. 
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LET, 


LETTER XXXI. 


Mfs B MM ■ ■ ■ to tody MarV tt— y. 


A Flexible charadter, dear Maria, ist oeafiC 
-^^ to beauty^ the greateft favour a womaa 
can receive from nature. When, at pleafure^ 
tre gtf€ cor features the expreflkm of ouf 
tlioughrsy what man is not either our pan^iyrift 
or our flavt ? Beauty, though always moving^ 
does jaoc affeft equally every heart— ——Ad- 
miration i» fometimes the only efF^ it caitfes— ' 
Like a brilliant decoration, it often delights thcf 
eye witihout iniierefting the ibul. D i « ^ 

when I was careleis of pleafing him,, gazed up 
on mc with indifFerence— — — The very fkfk 
ibinute I betrayed a defire of his efteem, be 
fcreaihed but to feel and adore^ That defire^ 

unknown 
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ttiiknown to him: awake his felf-Iove -^Hd 

thought he loved me for myfclf, whilft in mc 
he loved himfclf alone— —His illufion I artfully 
fed With a dignity of 5ehai^iour the niorfe fe- 

dudtive that from mc he did not expedt it ^ 

Add to that dignity the unlpeakable charms of 
unaffected blu(hes» fmiles, attitudes^ and thou 
Ihalt not wonder at the fudden power I have ob* 
tained over a man of feeling. 

Virtuous men have a candour that makes 
them an cafy prey to the hypocrite — Rakes arc 
too rcftkfs, fufpicious, troublefome — if I ever 
fake a husband it will be in the clafs of the for- 
mer. Befides the perfonal coniideration their 
choices give to their wives/ they arc a. veil be- 
€ween them and the pubKc — -With them we 
can have an amour, and yet parade in all the 
pride of liidoccnce. So long as a husband ap- 
pears to love or rcfpcft His wife, flander is fiknt, 
«nd Ihe is the miftrefs of her fate— -but a jealous 
iO^in^es^fes us to the |a(bes of facire even be- 
foiie vc deferve them— Like a mifer perpetually 
watching over his treaf^ra; he befieges us with 

uarekntiftg att«ntion-^at attention once re- 
marked. 
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mftl-ked, we are without the formality of a trial 
judged and condemned. 

A libertine muft make a bad hufband. '^e 
facility of his enjoyments with conteniptible wo% 
men, influences neceflarily his reafon againft all 
our fex. Rank, fortune, reputation, are not to 
him a fatisfaftory fecurity for ouF virtue. As, 
from his fuccefies, Mungo defpifes all the mi- 
nifters, and, from his familiarity with the gre^t. 
Count Edipfe thinks them all dead to honour,* 
the libertine believes all women as immodeft 
and unchafte as thofe he has lived with. How 
could either of them entertain a different opi- 
nion? Till the man who has frequented but 
knaves will not miftruft the man of probity, I 
fear the innocent fhall always fuSer by the dif- 
grace of the guilty. 

There is another kind of men, who, from the 
deplorable (ituation of their health, muft be a 
plague to their wives. A conftitution broken 
by excefles in the fields of Cupid and Bacchus, 

forces naturally diffidence into the heart of a 

man. 
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mttik With hi^ ftff ngth he has loft hii giMf6* 
licy— ^in the prime of life he has die timidicf and 
fufpicioiis of old age— — Woe to the parents. 
Who, without their confent, and m fpite* of their 
intreaties and tcarSj give their daughters to men^ 
Ivho have nothing to recommend them but a 
little or a large fortune 1-^The monftrpus union 
nature, rcafon and virtue forbid—— Had the 
legiflators had the caufc of morality at heart, by 
prohibiting marriages between people differing 
fcnfibly in age or feelings, they would have done 
more in her favour than all the laws againft 
adultery. Inftead of inventing puniQiments fot 
that vice^ they ought to have deftroycd the caufe 
of it. Henrietta Vernon takes a hufband-^that 
Ku{band is not a man-- — r-prudes may blufh at 

that reflexion 1 am certain that if women 

Vrere not compelled to make it, of Kbertinifm 
tbey would know the nani^ ooly. 

^ D-.^**^ — — ^ though loving and idrtuous, fhall 
not lead mc to the tcmpk of Hymen— ——A 

thought 'comes into my mkui a thought 

worthy of the god ©f revenge-^-— ^ He alone 

could 


could infpifc me with it— — PU marry that 

fcUow— then divert me not frpm my rdb^ 

kition, unlefs thou haft a more levere punifl^ 
^«mc]&itaiiii^ upon hinu? T *^ .'i wT ' 
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f L E T T E ifcc .XJCXtt^ 


itf£/J A-^— , /tf iM?> S- 


npHOUCjH I am as inQfmcdas thou are^ 

^ dear Jenny, to thkik well of Lady Mary's 

morals, I do not fee her juftification m the kft^ 

ter Ihe has writteii to thee -Talking advan^, 

tage of the intelligence thou giveQ: her, fhe hasr 
artfully turned k in her favour- > ■ I am ac^ 
cufed, that (he may appear the more innocenc^ 
'— her charge againft me, far from being her 
iJf^Sbfj^y is a confirmatlik of her guil%i j jy^ 
or falfe recriminacion is not a defenc e ■ ■ » 
woman in her ckcumftance has but one way of 
dealing herfel f her virtue, were it real^ 

^would have pointed i; to her—It is only by 

avoi^ 
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« 

marks her life with an evJff^i^fkg'^Sfl^i^.^'txao 
men find an excufe for their foibles in the indif- 
creet vivacity inherent to youth — our morality 

ts not theirs we are under the fway of mo- 

^efty — they tuider the law of opinion.— this allows 

• > 4 

what the former forbids. Nature and educa- 
tion have prcfcribed to us duties from which 
we cannot deviate, without vice having firft 
entered our hearts, and corrupted our prin- 
ciples. The behaviour of men is no example 
to us^ Jenny ; the moft diftant imitation be- 
trays a fimilarity of taftes and feelings, which 

tells plainly our wilh to gratify theni that 

wifli announces a foul ftruggling between vir- 
tue and pleafure, and longing for independence, 
Wjomea of this wanton caft of mind forfeit dc- 
fervedly their right to refpcft atid confideration* 
H" ^l^Pl P^''^"2idcd that the debauchees, only, 
can, from the vices of the clergy, imbibe a 
contempt of religion, I believe that none but 

M z female 
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female ifieorieal&becfiines-ii^vkilace Ihe'^gnf^ 
tyof tlieir &x, Btid form • thefr- condud' tipbit' 
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Sc — to Edward Pt— 'i ^fii * 





T Congratulate thee iipon the viftory thou luft 
-*• obtained 6ver thy prejudiccs-^-^— thcjr' wefCj 
dear Ned, un^^Sbrtftt;^ a man of thy good fenfe; 
Thy palinode I welcome wic!^ the more pleafure 
. that! th jr obftinacy, ' hf fpitft 'of niy tonfidcpcc irt 
the virtue of Lady Mary, had made mc jfctrful 
and fufpicious. The eye of a friend is fo difcem* 
ing !-^that of a lover fo dim !— Give my thanks 
to Mifs B--P— - for the change (ke has operated 
in thee, and the tranquillity I enjoy^ 

I have laid thy requeft ajt the feet of Lady 
Mary, and (he has granted it in a thanner, 
'f^hich has added a new luftre to the beauty of 
jbpjr chjirafter. Thy concern fqr me has indear- 
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cd thcc to her — (he has fecn no injuftice in a 
partiality of which I was the objcft. 

i« nfi^-LrihC^rflnaii Ih thiics bf gencfa! ch^ra- 
vity, is the moft dclightfurfpe£taefe virtuoyt 
women can behold,— I glory in the fcfteem of 

•• Mn p ^ Write jo him, that next to 

•* y6tt aj^probauoh ot my concTuft, liis'i value 
" the moft^p-^sMa^y the difcrcet, fcnfiblc Amelia 
•' reward him^for the juftice he has done me !— 

.gycXv»g her wifl>>deafNcd~awUb .eouldnit 
IQ.txtJft iii'tJiy.&yo«r. all h^intereft wkh Anwh 
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A MEJuIrA,!^ wbcn wiU inen ,grow mki. 
They are fo credulous^ that jiq^ dupe tbeoi ^ 
is hardly worth pur boafting of it, Wemuft . 
iiayc h««n made uj) of fentimentST-they of paf^.^ 

fions How .«lfc coiild I account for thck- . 

foQli(hnefs» and oiir ingenuity ?-9iirtbey ha:v^ ^tHaw 
;and wiQ not fee^^-ear^,.. aod wil} not hcar^^-^Ifi . 
feems they have adopted the phHof(^>kLcal tsnet. . 
introduced by Fee aoKXig the Chinefe, tj|at.; 
<< perfedtion confifts in m^ing hq pie of 099 
organs/;-^ 

- ■ - ' I am 
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I am tired, Amelia, of my perpetual con- 
qucfts over the reafon of General Sc— : fjich 
* cafy triumphs cool in me the defirc of glory — I 
believe he will at laft reduce me to the ncccfli- 
ty of being* ts^,i3y hoc^mptingmefo be falA^ 
Such an other rational man fortune has delivered 
up to thy mercy ^ — The famous French poet L^ 
Fantaine told a prieft *^ Not to talk of religion, 

for his bad ftile difgufted him of it." Can- 

ilotwe fay wijh as^much prpprierw^h^t " the 
filly behaviour of virtuous men gives us a' dif- 

like to virtue ?" D • I leave to thy re- 

fentp[ieni--his r^Rcantation does not expiaife fot 
the injury — ^How t^e General was delighted With - 
it V With wTiaf ^tfanfp6rts hb communicated it to 

me t Should he rio^ fceXord C— in iriy 

arins^ I* believe he would talce hini'for a phan- 
toSf' 'ind not' for^ii reality -—-^His friend has 
wiflitiiri to hiniv " Lipve Lady KlarVj fhe is 
wdrthy of thee.**-^Thefe words fiavt rtiade an '' 
cnffiirfiaft of my General— no longer' is he vexed 
at-the fight of his li)rdfliip-^ — np longer does ' 
heBnd fault with the cOquettry of my drefs, cfr 
the freedom of my manners. When I had pkr^ 
. . nounccci 
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Bpunccd the pacdpn of^p*-^ — r"> -P^jftd h**^> 
and offered to prejudice thee, in his favour, the 
General grew fondly delirious, intoxicated^ Ift 


tlic hei^Tff^f his' rkptbrbus'jdy; he took me to 
!n^' bofom, cdvere^ "m'c'with 'kifTes/ aiid 'for* 
gbt ' me ^ ;and htthfelf— *-For , a* feW - tninutes I ^ 
ftuitlcfsly oppofcd-tis attlcmpts/fadofely was^^t** 
confined in his "arins-*— ^.fo obftinately did • he - 
figh, and love on my lips — ^ — Indeed, AmeKa, ■ 
r rteedfed 'jail myftfcfjgth, and cbfftporure of* 
mind tS^' reftorehitti iiitd' fobriety again. Had * 
hei^een 'Lord C '' ^^ '"^^ ! 'would have been un- 
dofieili-Tiie' fuddennefs* of the attach; the fire* 
oPhi^^carcflts--^y indifference, 'Amelia, was'' 
Kalrdly fyrdof againft the tumult of* my fpiHts-^ 
the fever of defire was nigh invading my heart, 
when Prudence i^vhifpering I might lofe a huf- - 
band, I reflefted, aad was faved. I know not 
hpw iiis wii;h,otiier women- — but if they have 
i^yifeDfibility wijljojjt my fears— -Virtue, Ame- 
lia,, is a very frail, flippcry thingrr^men muft be 
either mrcitiely; odious, or unlkilful, wlfo do 
pot e^fiiy run away \y|cb 'mtt- . . 
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' * "When fe^ji I be Eappy ? faai'tbc General 
alkcd again and again-— - v 

I have gratified his i(opatience'--— s^Thurf- . 
day next week is fixed— r— that d»y Fll givp- 
tip my delicacy for thjeiiberqr of a&ing at wiU 
^^my deKc;u:y I^-^-^^is it not a fantaftical being 
resdiacd by opinioo^ and foUy ?— Were it a yirr 
tue, what woman would marry, when hq: incU* 
nation is not corifultcd in the choice irf her hwfrr 
handi Shpuld^dwghtcr fell her parens /^Mjr 
dclic^y permits ^c not to Jive with ;itnan Idp 
not love*'--woi4d they not laugh at heir ftruplc? 
—Yet they talk of delicacy ! Fipm that delicacy 
fprings thje . in^crtintnt i^ight huft)an.ds hav^ 
vfurpcd to complain of pur infidelities. Wer^ 
J inclined to rcafon> I would fpeak th^ foUpv(ring 
folilociuy: . 

«* Carekfir of her chou'after artd ajBe£li6n» 4 
man takes a wifirto fati$fy in$ paiQSon or av^iiS^ 
-*-£ifher^ or both bei«g the Ipte ind of tte W-' 
gain he makes, dods he not l^ifclf kaVd h€t M 
liberty to feel and bchMre ki 0>e pleafes f^*-^-^— *. 

jFbifli thft foliloquy, fiimc]iz 1 hear Lord 

C< ' ■■ —My heart beats'^! cannot think.^ 

I ouo;ht 
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' Amelia, Amelia T how mull thou actcnow* 
ledge me thy matter in the art of dei^eit^Hadft 

chbu been in myfituation,Idoubtii thoufhould'ft 
have had the fame prefertcc of mind-^^^-^ — Read. 
and then ftrikc to my fuperiorify. 


When I left writing, my fenfcs were in a con- 

firffittn 1- cannot" ttti- it Was' rtarkcd in my 

countcnancc*li:-C3rpTCflfed in the faltering of thj 

tbhgue^-*;-^ Jn vain would I conceal it— A figh^ 

ilivbluntafily united td the kife Lord C-.. — ^ 

gaVff, betrayed me-<-his Lordfhip— I — Amelia ! 

Modefty ^nd Virtoc were (Jfent— ^1 law but my' 

Jovct— ^-^1 hit 1 fhiorw not how-^I know not 

wh«v— I^atun* ftivotrttd 'his triinnph-^^-^when 

^c VSfce of the General deprived him of it, 
• - •• ...» .'. .« 

, The fcnfc. of my danger calmed, inftantly my 

fpi|it8^-?T^but on our arifing arm and arm fxotii^ 
^ ^ the 


^ fopha whfjrer.we fat; wr |if s^^et . ..[ i.p A g 
that critical juncture the General made hi^ ap->; 
pearance. Fire4 at the fight of a fituation which 
prefaged his difgrace, he coloured, and mecha: 
nicaliy carried his hand to his fword. 

^ *' You have won the wager, my Lord, eac- 

*^ claimed I . wifh the accpnt of, indignation. 
** You know the human heart better than I,—, 

•f the Qcneral is jealous 1 am forry to havp 

•Vrhade an experiment, which beggars rpe p>! 
y the moft agreeable error I ever indulged,—, 

** A wager, madam ! 

. ^*Yes, Sir, a.nd.I have loftJt- — lyiy Lor-d,^ 
?f here is a twenty pqunds bank, note— 

^^ Indeed, madam, I cannot take it— the pdds . 
^< were top great in my favour. Certain that 4 

*' real lover is no more withopt jealoufy than, a 

- . .. . . " « 

**. clergyman wjthoup ambitipn, I would have 
<5 }4i4 one* hundred guineas 0i five that the G^^ 
•* neral, in fpitc of his extreme rcfpe^l: for you^ 
^* would be alarmed at the liberty I.topk.-^; . j 
" As I was equally certain he would nof, you 
?* had no advantage over me— ^Sir, iS'it th\is 
M'youcfteem ^le^•'-^' — r '' • 


cc 


/■ 


/. 


r And t reclined' :upon ttite 1)ack o£ the (bfa,: 
twth foffoW in -^irttf ^featiJre: "- Thfe eyes of the 
6^iieral brigHtihed'with joy V^ hfe^carite to mc. * 

. • " • r '» • 

*'* Forgive, dear Maria, a fally of paffion I 

*• could pot check, -^^-I wi(h, added he in a 

^: whifpcr, you Ka^ not made tlie trial, ■ » . it 
*• n^ ci^pofed me to your difpicafur^.— *. 

^ -!!.Hi$ hoj^diip: ffn% the ftaqfo of i|i;. i:/««i 
•^iteUiflg him^bftw happy.I: wi^ti in j^oyrjeftccrit 
and tenderfjsfij,'- yvhcifi he^Wftym-j^ ^J?? ^ijWI 

*Vdi4 notdg youjjjiftice, I accepted the? bet j^ 
^*r;tbc inrvpeencc of toy intention doe^flptj^xi^ 
«^;e.ufc oie-— ~I,hayc been i^difcreet-^ ; ^ ^ 

^ '« Make ho ipotegy, dear Maria, 1 WeteeiJ 
•f illbre guilty' tft^-^ybu.— ' ] ' • -'"* 

' . • . •» ' 

, . J ... ) - * ■ ...--, .* . . . '♦J i.-. . -*»;. .^ 

Amelia! I bc^n to fear I fhall 4i(4aio..*t<} 
make fuch. apjin,p,y, hufhand—I have juft \wj 
^ived thy lag j«ier:^I do not ap^rc^ve^ od^" t^ 

plan, 


CC 

rs 




/ ^ 


D — fees before hkn a delicious banquet^ 

find' cannot partalje bf it^ lie Ujafl ^be the ynhap- 
picft wretch ali^^e*7-tKou couldf): hot tTiinlcpf ^ 
Jceener torment -, put his miiery ftiight aftcft 

— — IlI' "•! ^' ./ * / V * (• ' ' .-'"3 cX»fl 

thee — Inceflantly attacked; tlioii would'It have' 

thy QO\irag((, (fti«(%tli/:<$l(<qi]«iM:«,'ini]LA^'^- 
mif^ he e4d«i(t'tfiy^acfi« ■6f'^&riqwefltigS&-i' 
StetiW <hy^«fflftiicte^'f)ifev^^ Btit^rrce/'tfrfftc- 

fiWfciftigs,aaff i*e ftofnttfeJfifiti^wertjffyrtfeer 

i^m. -vimehP p<%it mfiemi&ik, -^ ^do 

net- ^Viife 'thee * Ondcrtakfe ''^lz\ ' t^H' Ic6"dne 
tMu--i:otfMil riQt-atc6*^iA2-:^irift 'i^^^^ 
of that fclkrtr 'ehjdyih'g te tii)rafms, 'f ^kWt 

fancy my revenge loft.^ ^MfeHJlfi^Rfy ilHf Riin* 
capable of a6ljng fo provokingly as to eraie that 
li6uf from jfe 'rhdmc^-^fct^ Mnl riev6r hkve 
^ fchie. of that iidtiT to ihike'u| fbr'^e^ iiijiP 

^^ dK).U.mi|H?fk'haV? ddnFM^Marryliiii? 

. t*^- 'i ' ' ' . not» 


, « 


(175) 

not, dcar.AmeKa^ D— « — lot^cs tliee.-~.In- 
creafe his paflion to a di%uit of lift if he does 
not obtain thee W^en each ftnfe ihall burn 

with tl^ firp of de^tc^whoi nq mcd^m ^all 

' b^ between thy poITeaidi) anti detth, defti^by at 

€ncc the flattering hopes thou (halt h^e given 

him— fcorn him from thy fight— Thus would I 

behave were I Amelia. Adieu, 

-% . - k 
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Jill c**<^*.l / ^»«J ^»*»..'i <. -■ . , « * f. I 


. . ^r 


i • ' " •" * ' * 

J. 1 t * 


^ ' • J. i 

« 

• Jilt .'i *>'. •./ »' V •»■.»- rf i ..' J ; I i^/». . '. t J J Jf ' #1 I «. ' ^ I 

*' i - . 

/ vr ,'• ■ :.v '. * :. :: — •■ " ') viJ? jrrr-o > :>i 

v» wJ <«.»»l . . .w.a W J . ^ • * • • . • • ♦ » t * ,V • • • . „ , 




•r- ;»» ^''x ♦ "^ 

-' 'I 


t ' 


V 1 r 


4 -^ 


f •S 


it 




\ ^'v» .1 --G 

I . . « 4. l.y} ^11. ^ .J i* 4 ..« ^ ...'.<. t i ^ : . .'J 

' " 

u 

« at •<• 

M>:' ^ . ■' . " T . • - ,f .U.J 

Edward D ^ Efq^ to General Sc- 


npH E more diligently I ftudy Ameliat the 
-*• lefs I am tempted to break the chains flic 

gave Reafon approves of my feelings — ^my 

iriind and heart are equally captivated. I am 
conviticed that levity precludes not good fenfe^ 
nor coquettry decency«-^that the woman, who» 
feetningly, pays homs^e to PleaTure may be a 
real votary of Virtue. 

We are too prone to defpife women, dear 
^' |ohp y like the r^gue, who fufpeds all who 
come near him, we think they are naturally biaf« 
fed to vice, and as carelefs of their modefly as 
we are of our morals. Csslar would have his 
wife be not only virtuous but eyen free from 


-» 


ibrpicioh_Had not that man had the def{i6tirni 

- in the heart he would have had it in the head-r 

fuch nice refinements of honour in the huftaird bf 

all the Roman wives 1 Ate we not as upjuft a» 

Csefar ? Did we give to women the manhers 

they ought to have, never would we have a 
motive of complaint againft them— their vioU* 
tion of decorum is our work— —We have na 
fooner made them agreeably to our fancy than 
we repent) and wilh them the revcrfe of what 
they arei To-day we , will have them foUpw 
fafliion however obnoxious it may be to decency 
and religion, to-morfow tp.bury thcipfe^ves i^ 
their houfes» and attend folely to the; cares of 
their family Should they adopt implititly 

the form_ wc dream for them, not one week 
.would ehpf^ without an janiverfal alteration as 
well in their manners as in their dreft/. Since 
it is now generally agreed th^t a young woman 
who does not, in her appearan,ce, bely- the. dig- 
nity of her charaAer, is a dull, fenfelefs, auk« 
ward thing, why do we o^urmar at her fright- 
linefs arid, coquettry, and call- eife&s criminal 
when we are confcious that the caufe is inno^ 
VoL.IL N cent? 


{ t7« 1 
«iit>^^Likc C«&r» dear John, we will hm 
tio pafdality but for oivrfelv^i. 

To Amefia I am indebted for being no longed 
under the fway of an error, the more ftupid and ^ 

difgraceful th« it was voluntary .Amelia 

has operated a greater mitaclc ^ ■ fee ha& 
made me fond of what I onee dctefkd--of what : 
1 once thought rather the death ^an the life of 
the temptations. My foal has lb often fpurted 
up wiA rapture at the fight of atfifcrcet womany 
ib feldom at that of a coquette, ^t, inSuenced 
by my ftelings, I had concluded the latter an' 
enemy,, the former a friend to NatAire-.^^— Ame^ 
tta has revcrfed my judgment— —flbe does not 
walk one ftcp— fpeak on6 word— ^breathe one 
finile-Mdart one look— move one Kmbj which ist 
liot a powerful call to my fenfes for en]oymen^A 
There is a charm in Ae atUour of hep neck 1 

Ifed, and cannot defcribe^*— ^ it ftems as if it? 

^ere the icat of wanton Cupids, fo happSy 
blended are upon it the lily and rofe, the hue of 
ihame and that of defire-^hough attra£led by 
her ^ecch, I hear hot, I gi»c— ^~If &• is & 
ItaHy her fikncc fpwks, I J*ft«B to it,— 


( m) 

To her ieducing form, General, Amelia unites 
the mod exquiflce virtues, the moft delicate wit^ 
the moft ufefiil learning, the moft agreeable ta« 
4ents. In painting and mufic Ihe is not inferior 
to Lady Ligonier i Ihe is her fuperior in taftt 
and the knowledge of nature. Does flic fii%;, 
my foul flies forcibly in my ear, and ewty feafe 
is under the titUlatioii of an unipeakable derighL 
Amelia does not talk to be admired but to 
pAcafe-*^ According to the diffintncc itk the «H* 
ja^r of her vifitors, (he varies, or adorns the 
powers of her reafon, or fancy— <*Be the fub< 
jtd: ever fo trifling flie makes it: always new— 

ic is with her converfation as with her counte* 

• . . . • ' 

nanc e - alluring, whether jSie be gay or ie« 
rious* 

r Whenever Amelia comes into the rooms, the 
ipefUtors feel like the gods at the appearance, 
of Venus proceeding from the fea-«— -jqy ap- 
pears vifibly in every eye — a murmur of admi- 
ration teUs her the impreflGion Ihe makes 
the certainty of pleafing adds always to the 
charn^ of a haudfonie woman— ^At tbofe 
nvQUtes of genial applaufe, Ao^dia^ Amelia-*- 

N 2 Ol 


• , ' 

1 what (enfations (he caufes then in my breaft f 
—Amelia turns, every man into a PariSy ready 
to kneel, to adore, and to prefent her with the 
apple of beauty^ 

, Sl^nd<;r and Calumny the familiar daemons, 

I*. 

who command in. this place, have not yet darted 
their poifon at Amelia — «— -iShc has beeny and 
isftill . 

^he ch4rm of ev^ty eje^ the praife ofev^ry tongtte. 

Vaciity befpeaks the drefs of Amelia, Pride 
her behaviour-^ — (he is equally ambitious^^ of 
having no rival in graced and elegance, as in the 
qualities, which charaderize a.cha(te and noble 
foul i^ O ! how happy I would be, could I 
warm the lovely maid with the pailion that ani^ 
liiate^ my heart !-— I fear— Befct as (he is with 
admirers will (he welco'me hiy tribute ? v 

1 am all diffidence She fiftens But does 

not anfwer She is calni when I pray ' 

but my prayer has not been heard 1 hav« 

no reafon to delpair — but no reafon to hope— 

' If love, dear John, does not determine Ame- 

V^ in my favpur, the intereft of Laciy Mary wilt 

ava^ 


( lU ) 

jjvail mc nothing—: — the lenfibk and viituoui 
Amelia will never give her hand to the man m| 

heart has not chofen ^Were not that heart 

mine, I would forget myfelf, and renounce her 
pofTellioa— Believe me, General i unlefs Amelia 
be happy, though Death (hpuld attend the facri* 
$ce^ I would forget myfelf. Adi9^• 


^>T% 


LET- 




Better xxj^vi^ 


iari O ■ to Oft Earlq/^ W ^5 


My Lpiipj 

I Have told you I have had ^ amour with a 
'ffromai^ boUi lovely and contempable— -too 
much did I rely upon my rcafon againft th? 
power of her cbarmsr-*---it has been oyer-rulcd 
by my fenfes i thofe gave the impuUe to my 
heart, and made my virtue the flave of nature. 
The circumftanccs were fuch, that the allure- 

« 

ment ofpleaiure ftruck my foul delirious^ and 
deadened every tMSteght— Thanks tp the unex- 
|)e^ed f:oming of her future hufband I hzyt not 
been guilty— a fatal experience, my Lord, 

I have h^dof th? wcakncfe of woman ItI defpair 


C ««j 1 

.of jnrer finding one I can cftecm ■ ' ■ t hat foir 
$k a real tornoent to a man of my fenfibility.— ~ 

Muft 1 4c^ife what I lowe bcft ? it is a fad 

fittiat|pn.' ■ - ■ ' E very day -adda to my tppuh 

i^enfions and contempt Read, my Lord, 

;the lift * of the difcoireries which have been 
made this weej^ in the world of gallantry^ 


\ 
I 


lam. 
My Lord, 
with refpeA, 
your moft humble« 
and obedient fervant, 





• That lift tbaot thaugbt prefer mt uprim 
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General Sc— *- to Edward D ^ , Efg\ 


THIS day fe'nnight Lady Mary Ihall he 
mine— —then I'll have no other wi(h ta 
form than to live* 


A^ieu. 


;.^T- 
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T AM mad— raying mad 6 1 for a d^- 

•*• gcr to pierce the heart of the perfidious 
wretch. 'r-Thc villain !. He talks of Jionour !-r- 
After. he has IqoH'd, fpoke, fighed, betrayed tnp 

into loVe^ after he has abufed my tehdernels 

for him, be talks of honour ! 0\ for a dagger9 
^ dagger l-rNot contented with forfaking me, he 
talks of honour to a fond maid, who has facri* 
peed hpr modcfty to hiqi !— Deadly reproof!-?- 
Ungrateful mon|lcr I he f^duced my reafon-r* 
corrupted my |icart— intoxicated . my fenfes—t 
forced my foul to partake of his tr^nfportsr^yt^ 
y^t talks of honour ! — the YiUain !-r 


t i«« j 


The (corn of Lor4 G ■ ' i.ii.l ' is worfe than 

4cath Certain of his cenqueft, he dcft)ife$. 

it— So Jong as 1 bppofc^ hb viftpry, Jie eagerl7 

fought to obtain it when I yield, he dift 

fjaijos^nay, infujts and reviles nie ! TJie aflfront 

■ * * • * 

u intolerably—- 7— — Were I perfuaded diix hit 
cixt of rtiy reputation ipsidc him ny from me, 
iny pride fatisfied would perhaps forgive him-- 
But he has bfeen irt my arms, tenderfy ptefled 
to my boibmr— T^an he thjnk of me^^ and w 
"difcreet, aijd be careful of my repiitiiiott ?— ? 
Ko, no, Amelja-r-Pid he Jove me he wouKl 

not mind my feputatibn.-— What his mtj^ 

tives were to feign an affedlion for me, I cannot 
f:ompreh6nd— h in fbme wen varthy the Tdc 
^flion tb be gratified f-r— Do they ^mUk fbr s^ 
good but t6 neglea itwhe,* it is qbt^ncd? Ii 
the idea of poffeflion ncccffiufly Mowed bjr hi. 
^fference ? , ; . . N eyer yet hayp I bcaid of a 


f6lii€|uerorj wfa6 ikpt on the laur^ fae iiadgit 

iriih an z&uA pf^txmtf of inukiplyifigthlixi 

T-t^o defci^9 hayc; I ib |fiy pcrJbii-r*Shoi]|d -^ 

.jxio^cfii fU^ias wtot to g^ve Kft IQ inarl)le, ad4 

create ft VenuSy | tuight ^i^tid candidafi^ for tie 

bofiour ^f bf ipg her pttt€rn'i-'*'^-*-«Wich tfce 

embufigfni ^ « JQV^r^ Lord C * alwiqr^ 

praiied me^^It was not his words I belieycd^ 

t>ut hi$ breathy his towhthis loOks^ his lib* 

: patience — CMpid hiiniUf tou)d ittK oiore fe^ipg- 

* Ij tell Pfythe die emotions Uttt caufed in his 

. bFeaftr-Wbm Ipafikxi a^ rtatui^t iUAnruiiafe obf 

^ eyes with the flam^ he had kindled in my heaidii 

I lofe all my chstnns, and am abandoned !■«■ » ■ 

Oh ! Amelia^ my foul is torn \^^ ^pite and fur|^ 

-I am mad-ming inad. . 


«J 


I neither can, nor will have faith i^ lx>r4 
C ;; *s refpedtof me— ^hc is tpo young 
to refpeft the wom^ he loves' his delicacy 


: ( i88 ) 

j$ tooi)ppofite to the wants 6f his agC'^^^^Vir* 
cue land extreme ^doBre. do got agree together-^ 
A 'voluntary felf denial in a ; young man who 
may enjoy !— This miracle I will not credit.-^ 
Either I have a rival, or he feai^s (he Genel^at^ 
fcis paffion can be deftroyed'but by another^-*'*'^ 
his talking of honour declares him inbonftant, 
or a. coward — ^-a coward is the mofl: delpicablc 
chasi&bf in my eye 'To value me lefs than 

his <fife!r 'Would L were convinced this is the 
canie of his infidelity l->-Pride would foon expel 
liim:frpm my h&trt — A rival I«p-Twq days- sgo 

he fwpr« his happinefs centered in me two 

days ago only ! Amelia ! I have no rivil. 

Apprehenfive of being fulpcftcd by the Genef al, 
he IS more afraid of his anger • than defirous of 

poffcffi;ig me^ Could I be more humbled ?-— 

Curfed be the hour when I f^w Lord C 1! 




<& 
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^r ^r ^p ^r ^P ^^ 
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i have tiiougtit, Amelia— No other fpflftg of 
fny difgrace can I find than the pufinanimity o^ 

Lord C • He would love me ftill were 

he not in awe of the General ^How degcfte- 

rated men are in this age ! I^crocS' when there , 

Jk no danger poltropns at the Icaft appear- 

ance of it ! To get gold or fecure ir> a mifcr 

would wantonly venture his life — Ought not wo- 
ihan to be to her lover what a treafure is to thaft 

mifer? — Avarice, Amelia, is a paflibn ^ 

Love a caprice Nature was fick of creating 

^hen (he formed our modern men — In her im- 
patience (he forgot to favoiir them with honour 
and Jioble feelings — -The General has lent his 

name up — I muft fmother my indignation, calrri 

• * . ' , ... . , . . 

my angry foul, and put on a fmiling counts* 
4iince, though rage be in my heart. 


The trace of ibrrow was vifible bn my features 
—the General difcover^d it, snd tenderly en- 
quired for its caufe. 

^ My 
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** Mj indiscretion. Sir, iiai nobbed me of 015^ 
** tranqall%-rl have not had one moment reft 
*« fince I thoughtleislx expctfed aiyfdf «t> youi' 
•* contempt** 

i* Dear Matia, tiie |aft is forgot^*- 

** Tour generbfity does not Extenuate mf 
f* iaxik-^yfhitmil expi^&r it ?^Tell mc-*- 

** The return of your gaiety, and an, mcreafe 
f^ of jrpur love for me-*— 

t 

«* To the latter I cannot add-*. 

I'hc cxpreffion I gave to thofe words brought 
thfe General m my feet — —he amoroufly took 
my hand in his, and cvried it to his heart— how 
it panted !— My looks anfwcred its heaves-^ 

** I will. Sir, fpfbid my prefcncc to Lord 

" C- —Never more will I receive him— 

•« Between you and me let us for the future have 
" love an^ happinels only ■ 

Apd the figh of real tcndernefs efcaped from 
my lips. 


c« 


Ex-. 
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*« Eiceltcnt creature !-^Yoju ihall qojt difiatfi 

^* LordC from your fccictf — ~"Up^^ 

;J^ my honour I aol not jcalo«? • 

*^ I ha^c at heart tbc kifs h« ftplf— 

** It is a trifle, 4€af Maria--^ 

** My virtue k not fo indttlgenf«i^i-r4£ tke 
^ fight of hts L6rd(btp I cafiinot help being 
** a&amcd of myftlf^give |n^ leave to pm an 

** end to his vifits— ^— 

»> • .'■••■ 

The General^ the over-jojrcd General mutter- 
ed his confent on my Itps. 

^^ With you my oOodefty is not fa tenaelou* 
f* of her rights. 


«< 


He took one kifs again. 

^« To tbe^ hulband, not the lovei^, t gjrant 
thefe favaurs'»--my honour is not pflfended at 
^* the innocent liberties you take.— - 

Inebrietaced with love; and my captivating 
behaviour^ th^ General could but figh, look, 
and^nile. 

« Why, 


( h^ ) 

*' Why, dear Maria, did he at laft ftamttici', 
^* why have you delayed my felicity ^ — Thuri- 
•^ day next I — This diy might have been tHc 
ic day — _^i adore yoii— I am impatient-— ^^ 

« Talk not thus, Sir^ ■' 

. And I aflTeded a delufive confufion; 

^ Amelia ! though the Gcnferal fdid he was not 
Jealous, I plainly Taw he was delighted with .did 

Ikcrificc I made him of LordC —. An cvill 

Jb^ve turned into good — It is a poor remedy 
againft the mortal anxiety to wjiich I am a prey 
—Oh ! — My fplriis arc in a flame — Reafon and 
pride come in vain to my help— I muft not ftay 
alon&— I thought I had the foul Qi a philolb|5het' 
tt^AIas ! Jt aiti but a woman. 


• I 


LET' 


-> 


( m ) 


LETTER XXXIX. 


^ S , /* Mtfs A. 
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Moft extraordihiry Vifit we haVe received 
to-day, dear Charlotte : I am no€ yet fc- 
covered from my furprize. Lord and Xady 
X^ came to dine with us^ and brought 

with 'them Lord C- " ■ —Lord C— ^ , 

the pretchded lover of Lady Mary. After Lady 
L had prcfented him to me, Ore whit|)er- 

cd in my car, ^* He is a man I efteem ai«* Te- 
fpcft-'* Her praife had a meaning, which I un* 
dcrft<JBd for a wiQi I would confider him in th« 
famclh^htas (he did. Had flbe not bribed mf 
regard for him, the decency and dignity of his 
conduft would have forced it from m^^jggrjj^ 
y>L.II. o C--^ 


• i 


ic 
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C '^ fpoke little i but what he fpoke was 
as well thought^ as it was well exprefled—- gay, 
iuid jet difcreet — witty and yet rcafonablc — He 
difplayed all the good qualities of youth without 
betraying one of its defeAs. In his behaviour 
to me he was polite and referved. 

How do you like my coufin, dear Jenny, 
faid Lady L to me after dinner ?— 

** If he 1$ not in a ma(k, my lady, he feems 
" a man of honour— 

" In a malk ! Pray explain yourfelf— 

• ** I have heard of Lord C 

*** To his difadvantagc ? 

'** Yes, madam.— 

• - ■ . ' • .. . . 

** .It tt.all calumny } I would fwear to it - ■ ; 
" Tell me, dear Jenny, what you have heard 
" of him— 

Then, Charlotte, without mentioning the 
name of lady Mary and the General, I difclofcd 
to her the intrigue of his I^ordlhip with the for- 
mer. 

«« Tlie 


cc 
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** The charge is grave— were it founded, I 
** Would dcfpife him — —Too bafe the aftion is,, 
** Jenny, to be true — I know Lord C— — 
^^ he has a noble foul -, ^ foul that would fcofn 
to deceive, to build its happinefs upon the 

difgrace of another You have painted a 

moftftcr totally loft ^o humanity and virtue— 

•* Lord C is a man he loves not the 

** young beauty you fay he is enamoured with— 

And darting an exprefllve glance at me, fhe 
repeated— 

*^ He loves not the young beauty you fay he 
** is enamoured with*— I am certain of it*-^ 

. '* I Jiave had from very good authority that 
" he docs love her, 'my lady— —I wiih it were 
" falfc, for the fake of them both— 

" Do you rely upon my .friendfliipfor you, 
** Jenny ? — 

a 

<* 1 do, my lady — 

" Be fure then I would not prejudice ypu in 
l\ favour of a man unworthy of you— 

« Un- 


( »96 ) 

•• Unworthy of mc, madam ! I do not un- 
** dci-ftand'you-^ 

She fmiledy an^ joinod the conipany. I fat 
down, feckins for th6 fctik of her words and. / 
fmile. My eyes wanderiac aceidentally on Lord 

C 'i I Ibrprifcd him gazing carncftly upon 

mt. I arofe> without knowh^ why, and walk'd 
to a chair next to my mother's— *thcn I got up 
again, and ftepped to the chimney, from whence 
I caint back to my former feat— Still uneafy, I 
went to my^ harpfichord, muttering inwardly, . 
*^ What is the matter with mc ?" No fatisfac- 
tory ahfwer could I give, 1 tbok a muiic book, 
turned oyer CTery leaf of it, when reflcfting at 
laft on the ridicul6ufne& of my deportment, I 
grew calm, and came near lady L- 

^ I was ill hopes, madam, faid Lord C 
'•* you would favour us with a tune — 

I curtlied, with a blufh, I believe- 

What a fool I was '——I turned to the harpfi- 
chord^ and ckerted idl my powers of plcafing. 

Lord and lady L »• faid I was an adept—Lord 

C-— begged for another tune^^no other praifc 
did I obtain from him. 

The 
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The words and fmile of lady L-^ " - intruded 
inccflaBtly into my mind-^£)cfirous of knowing 
their fignificatio», I interpreted them in fwenty 
different manners, and never to my fatisfaftion^, 
Lady L — -!f- tapped me iipon the ftioulder. 

" You are very thoughtful, Jenny-^ 
*• You made me fo, madam — 

At that infant I heard Lord C-^t— aik leave 
e£ my n(K>ther to wait upon her— 

^* Does bis Lordfliip intend, wj Lady, tm re- 

*? fide in the country ?— 

» 

That qupftipn lady I f ■ miftook for con- 
cern, 

" Will you thank me if I f^y^ Yes ?— 

«* I l-r-For whqt ? He niay flay — he may go—? 

•* He may ftay !— he may go ! — ^Which fboi^ld 
^« you like bcft i 

** He is welcome to choofc~ 

•^ Arc you infenfiblc to the plcafurc c/f CQn- 
verfing with a man of merit ?— ?^ 

No, madam: but that pleafiire vill nol^ 
" make me regret his abfcncc— 

*' Nor wi(h for his ponipany ?-*-*»^ 

f Neither, 
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" Neither, my ladjr.-rr 

*« You will not always ^nfwcr thus— ? 

^* I hope not— rGod forbid I crer defire the 
" prefence of a man who has nq.mcrit !-^— I 
** Ihould be uphappy indeed, did I love a man 
[ *^ in whom I could not glory — 

f* Have you met with a lover yqu can bqaft ? 
<< „— Be plain, Jcnny^^^ 

•** I have not-i^ - 

« Your heart is free ?-r 

*♦ I think it is " 

" Laft wec^ yoq was fore it was frce-rrno'WF 

" you only think it is How long Iwve you 

*f been uncertain ?• 


" f » ■* 


" You are worfe than a confefljbr, my lady. 
" You will attribute to words a meaning hf 
*' often overlooks in the feelings of his pcni- 
" tents. — 

s 

f • He Is led by curiofity only, I by friend- 
^ ihip -- ■■ ■ Let ine dive into the ffcrct of 

f* your 
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^< your real fituation — I have a-^owcrful inccreftj 
^ to be acquamtjcd with it"* 

" I have told it you already — 

» 

" You love not ?— ~ 

•• You want to perfuade me I do— (low can 
** you flatter yourfclf to fuccced, confcious as . 
" you are I have no lover ?— . 

** I have a mind to give you on<^— 

** Thank you, my lady— 

M Will you receive hitn from my hapds ?-^ 

*< I know not.^ — our taftes may not agre&-«» 

♦^ Wc can differ only in the form of the 
^* maO" ■ As to his character our opinion 
** (hall fee thp fame ■ Tell me— but let us 
*• tcmpvc further— r-we muft not be heard.— ^ 

I followed her to t^e wipdow> my heart pant- 
ing with curioiityf 

*( I have a friend) Jenny, who in his features, 

** iHiape and manners, is almoft like lord C«— —- 

*■ —Would you have a difguft to fuch a pcr- 

•« fon ? — — Before you anfwcr, obfcrvc his 

♦* lordlhip wcU-» 

~ . ."You 
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« ir«y faid, ^* 41moft like lord C- 

^* Suji^fe that na diftiniftioa could be made 
•• between them— 

Sup^ofe, my lady, I am plcafed with the 
perfen, what then ? 

" The " what then" will tn^ in matrimony^ 
•' Blufti not, fweet, lovely girl— The hufband I 
*• will give you Iball have the Virtues of Jenny, 
^f * and make her happy.—— 

'^ Are you certain I ihall be loved ?— 

^ As certain as I am of your beauty^ fenfibi. 
« Uty and diicretipn— • 

** You are certain, 4nd yet I have not been 
<< feen by the lover you intend fi^ me !«*- 

** Have I faid he has not feen you ?— 

I turned my eyes upon lord C " \% he 

the man ?" — r--This reflcftion I did not fpeak. 

Lady L had followed the motidn of my 

eyes, and |een them fixed up^a his loindfbip~- 
** Tell me your thought, Jenny— 
•I would have ingenuoufly ;told it, had not 

lord e— — come to us. His cartiage, dear 

Char- 
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Charlotte, not countenanctQg the reflexion I had 
made, I fancied be was not tbe^riend lady L— 
had fpoke ^f. That idea conquered my confu* 
lion ^ I enjoyed, thf; peft ^f th« evening, my 
nfual tranquillity of mind. Our gueft retired 
an hour ago— To-morrow we meet again at her 
ladyfhip's— I will refieA no more on what J have 
feen, and heard ; it would perplex^ and not &• 
tisfy my reafon. Adieu. 


LETi 
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LETTER XXr, 


Xfffd, C-^-r^, to the J?^r/#/ W. 


Mv Lord, 

T T ONOUR and delicacy bidding mc to 
* ^ avoid a woman, whofe tcndcrnefi I could 
not return, without being guilty of a crime I 
d^ily exclaimed againfl, I wrote to her that her 
i^xcit required the facrifice of my paflion*-— — 
Agreeably to the notions of the polite world, I 
have been a villain, ** not for having feduced — 
*^ bvit for having repented, and not abufed the 
** credulous maid." I dare fay, my Lord, that 
this offence will enSame the heart of my late 

iniftrefs with fury Such neglcft after fuch 

tranfports ! The vanity of a coquette,, who 

valuc$ her beauty more than her virtue, can not 
forgive the lover, who fcorns the happinefs (he 
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oflfers — ^When I had announced the dlfcontint}^ 
^tion of my vifits, I refolved to make- no fur- 
ther trial, and wilhed to forget the experience I 
had unfortunately acquired* Thofe refleAlohs 
preying upon my mind, I went out in fearch of 
diffipation. In my way to jhe opera, I ftopped 
at the dutchefs of P^^I^^^^ and I found her 
furrounded by a lovely circle of court beauties^ 
among whom ihe (hone like Diana in the midflu 
of her nymphs. My eyes were delighted with. 
the ndatchlefs fight ; but my heart was calnw. 
I looked upon them as exquifitely made ma- 
chihes, admired their motions aad attitudes, 
but admired only— -c^They talked, and I faid, 
" Vanity is the fpring of their life." The duke's 
happinefs filled my foul with cnvyrr-" Heaven ! 
exclaimed I inwardly, give me fucb a wife as be 
poffcflcs !" Juft as I finilhed my prayer, the 
pountefs dowager of F ; — entered di« draw- 
ing-room. The dutchefs, fcnf4)le of the merit 
of her noble yifitor, went immediately to h?r 
with an air which exprcffcd— " You have relieved 
jne, my lady 5 I was tired of the childilh con- 
ycrfatipn of the company I am with." Her 

attention 
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tttentioA to the counted confirmed my obleiya^ 
tion^*~Shc feemed to have forgot we were pre- 
feoL Would young ladies not be blind to the 
behaviour of the women they ought to refpedr, 
they would fee in it either their praife or fatire-— 
The glafs does not cell them more faithfully the 
charms or defeats of then* perfons, than that 
behaviour their good or bad qualities. I know 
not a keener reproof, or a more flattering eulp* 
gium than the e(leem, or indifference of a 
dutchefs of P- — d. Self-love will not be 
advifed } the prefencc of lady F ■ , and 

the refeniednefs of the dutcheis, did not filence 
the fooKlh, lovely, chattering creatuhe^/ Qno 
of them defended lady G^^^S^iirwith a fire 
extremely oniinous to her virtuCf-r-.-iLady F— ^ 
ftarted at the name of lady G ■ ^ (he 

turned to the dutchefs— 

** Qood God ! my lady dutchefs, defire thofe 
" young ladies not to mention fuch a name-^ 
•* have they no relpedt for themfelves P-*^ 

Her dcfire, my lord, being not whifpered, 
fome cheeks coloured inftantly with fhame, 
whilft fpite and indignation flufli'd up into the 

face 
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face of others^ Lady B— *• L« 
one, who anfwcrcd lady F-— ^ 


• was "the only 
with a fitiile of 

contempt — Intrepid lady B—- L-— ! ' I know 
not, my lord, when this lady has done honour 
to her fex — ..She feizes fo eagerly every oppor- 
tunity of difgracing it, that one would fwear it 
is a natural want of her foul. 

•* What the duce are you difturbed for, 
*^ cried fbe to her friends with the fupercilious 
** tone of fupcriority? Is the grave, folemn 
•* countefs ¥ > to didate your condudt ? 

** Lady G— — is the topic of the ^ay -, why 
^< Ihould you not fit in judgment upon her, and 
^' be free in the fentence you cbufc to pso- 
5' nounce ? — 

** Your defence of her conduft, replied 
•* lady F , may be thought an approba-, 

•* tion of it— 

> 

^' Lord ! madam, who would draw luch a 
** prepofterous confequence ? I hope there arc 
y no fools among us^ 

*^ Put the queftion to thefe gentlemen. Lady 
** B— —. Will you ftand by their dccifion ? — . 

'•With 
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•• With all my hctrt, mtdam.~* 

And afTutning the carriage of a cpnquerofi 
ihe alked our opinion. Unwilling to give it, 
I arofc— 

** You ihati'c go, my lord, before you haVd 
** done me juftice — fear not — the countefs will 
f^ not appeal from your judgment— 

** Permit me to be neuter^ my lady^ 

** JLord ! what are you afraid of? The coun- 
^ tefs will forglvc-*-Won*t you, my lady ?— 

•• 1 will indeed*^ 

** Now, my lord, be pleafed to pronounce-** 

** You infift upon it ?-*•. 

*• I do, my lord.— . 

** Well, my lady, the woman, who can car neftly 
«* take the part, or extenuate the crime of lady 

•*G ^ gives me but an indifferent idea of 

«» her modcfty— 

Lady B — L— ^ did not betray thrlcaft fcrife 
^f difplcafurc— : 

« Your 
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** If our poiitcncfs, my lord, is adequate td 
^< your undcfftanding : I compliment you upoii 
« both,— 

1 Ihrugged up my (houlders with contempt, 
and fat down. 

** Perhaps, my lady, faid the counte(s, the 
** other gentlemen will be more favourable— 

** Oh! ma'am, I anl quite fatisfied. The 
*• fagacious lord C* r- cannot err— ^ 

And (be burft into laughter. 

** I have fpokc a truth I wilh your ladylhip 

** were more fcnfiblc of pNone but lady 

** B-*» L-^ would make a jcft of it.—* 

^ady B*— L — feigning not to hcar> the 
conVerfatipn took a new turn. 

My attention, my lord, during our dcbat? 
had often been taken up by a pifture on the 

lid of lady F 's fnufFbox, Yielding at laft 

to a forcible curiofity, I bcgg'd of her ladylhip 
IP let me view that picture. I cannot tell ygu 
my ertiotions at the fight of^ the mofl; lovcjy 

aiid cJcprclfivc jphifiognomy I ever beheld ^ 

I was 
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i was qiiite in rapturcs-^-*^ Miow beautiful an4 
moving! exclaimed I, infcnfiblc of what I faid l" 
Every eye was dircdtly inquifitive for the caufe 
of my admiratiori. 

" This is, I fear, the work of fancy—is it 
" not, my lady ?•— 
*« No, my lord.. My niece is the originalv 
** Your niece ! — -^ 

And I paufcd trembling, fearful to a(k whe- 
ther (he was married or not. 

*« Is there any thing fo miraculous in that 
« pifturc as to juftify your cinthufiafm, my lord i 

" afked lady Aimer ia C r, 

«» Look, madam— here are your cy«,— yow 
•* lips,.— your half fmilc, — the fame bloom of 

A health Pafs to this bofotii — obfcrve how 

«* charmingly blended are the "white, the blue 

«» and the role -Don't you fee thraugh the 

« ivory fldn that artery beat ?— Were it not foe 
•■» the enfemile which in you ia more gay, I 

»' would think you fat to thijj piftuie it '^ 

•* another yoiirfelf under a different form 

"Will you now fay my fnthuGafm i» not 
«juftificd?r^ Y^. 
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^ You have bribed my impartiality, my lord ; 
** did I commend your taftc, I would be both 

<< judge and party 'Mifs S ■ is not flat- 

^^ tered-^you will find her ftill nx>re amiable — 

** Mils S- fay you ?— have you knowa 

<* her ?— is fhe married ? — 

** Which qucftion, my lord, (hall I anfwcr 
^'firft? afked lady Almeria with a'moften- 
•* chanting fmile— 

^•Thelaft— . . 

^* She is not married--^ 

. » * ■ • 

*VYou have made me happy-*— You praife 
*^ her ! a woman of your good fenfe and refined 
*« difccrnment cannot miftake in the judgment 
*' Ihc forms— 

« I wift, my lord, it were falhionablc to 
«• glory in the virtues and manners of Mils S — 

" That wilh is worthy of lady Almeria. For- 
** give one queftioa q^ore-— Where does Mifs 
« S- ' live?— 

« At her mother's in Bcrkftiire.-.My lord*- 

** My lady ? — 
Vet. IL P "'You 
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** You have been very plain with Lady 
*« B-— L — •, b« as honcft with me— tell mc 
** in what light the world beholds mc — '• — Far 
"from being oflfendcd, FU gratefully th^nk 

** you for your fincerity If, unknown to me, 

*• 1 have faults, acquaint me with them that I 
*^ may mend. — 

*' Yoii arc both loved and refpefted.-- 

. Lady Almcria blufhcd thanks, and fteppcd 
to her chair. 

I went to Lady F^ •. 

** However exquifitc the art of the painter, 
•^ my Lady, Lady Almeria C — ^-r affirms that 
»« i^ifg s—"-^ is fuperior to it.^^ . ■ 

" *' Lady Almeria, though a beauty, can 
*' fufier a rival— her modefty is no novelty to 
« me— (he has dbnfc juftice to my niccc.-J- 

. » ■ ' • • • 

I gave the pifture back -, iny Lord, 1 thought 

'i gave my heart with it— Impatient to enjoy by 

myfelf the new feniatidns f felt, I went hoirit, 

and gave every hour flcep did not favilh from 

me, to the thought «£ Mifs S -. Yefter- 

day morning by nine o'clock I was here. Lord 

and 


and Lady L— ^^ were at once furpri&d and 
overjoyed at my unexpeflicd vifit. 

Whom muft we thank for your company, 
cried they at one and the fame time ?-^ 

<^ Mifs S .— 


4% 




Mifs S ■! exclaimed her ladyfliip— is 

it pofliblc ? My dear fwcet Jenny !•— Oh! 
my Lord, tell me you love her— 


I told them the imprcflion her pifture had 
made upon roe. Lady L— heard me with 
tranfport— 

** Your fentiments for her Mifs S will 

« confirm— —-Coufin, if you pleafe my vir- 
« tuous friend Jenny, you fliall be the happieft 

** of men — (he is an excellent girl ! Beauty, 

** fenfe, wit, talents, virtues adorn her perfon, 

*« and form her charafter Jenny is perhaps 

*^ the fole woman praifes cannot injure- Though 
** I ftiould be lavifti of them, when you fee her, 
*« you will not hefitate to think, and to fay that 
** I have not given her her doc.— 

* 

^^ Amiable as fhe is, (he muft have admirers**- 

** Jenny 


I 
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••Jenny is not a coquette, my lord— —never 
•• will (he encourage the addrefles of the man 

** flie does not fincerely efteem ^Believe me ; 

•' ihe h. infenfible of the admiration (he cau(es*-^ 

<< Nobody has yet pleafed her ? — 

•' I think I might fafely fwear that nobody ha^«- 

** Favour the lon^ng expe£tation I am in ca" 
^fceMifsS . 

" To-day we will dine with her — 

** Let her not know the motive of my vife— 

** Don't betray yourfclf ^you will find it 

•* difficult to keep that fecret in your heart 

*• Before I difclofe it, I will have no doubt of 
«• her triumph.— 

• * 

We went to M ■ Hall, the (cat of Mrs. 

S , my Lord — -—The god of Hymen, the 

ince(rant objedt of my dillike and fatire, has at , 
laft revenged his injuries— he confpired againft 
me with Cupid — their united powers I have not 

» 

been able to rcfilt, I love — ^for the firft. time I 
love— my former inclinations caprice di£lated— 

my aftual paffion is the work of fentiment 

it increafes by rcflcdion— — reflcftion, before, 

made 


( ai3 ) 

made mc always indifFcrcnt. 1 love, and am 

fo happy as to be forced to eftecm the woman' I 

love It is not from my feeKngs I judge of 

her worth— her worth has created my feelings— 
She is the reality of the porSraU my fond ima^ 
gination has often drawn of a beauty animated 
by virtue— —~- When I had been an hour with 
her, my heart beat at the likenefs of the fea- 

tur€s— I faid to Lady I.-^^ , " This is the 

woman I have dreamed of-^-no other can make 
me happy." 

Though I endeavoured to conceal my 
thoughts, an indifcreet glahce of my eye de- 
clared them to her— How bewitching the 
confufion that glance threw her in I As modeity 
only might have caufed it, I grew fearful to 
offend before I had deferved a claim to her for* 
givenefs. The dcfire of obtaining her efteem 

commanded my behaviour ^* When I have 

got it, faid I to myfelf, my looks will talk the 
language of love without alarming her virtue."*- 
Perhaps, my Lord, was I too rcfervcd — The 
moment I fubftituted refped-to pafTion, Mifs 
$ * ■ ■ partook calmly of the converfation— 

That 
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That refped, if fhe had interpreted the glance 
of my eye for an expreffion of tendernefs^ was 
IS obnoxious as it was unfeafonable-— But here 
comes the lovely maid, my Lord— jufl: alighted- 
My htfart kfips for joy— How (he trips along t — 
There is no vanity in her drefs— ^elegaace only— 
Forgive, my Lord^ but I mttft abruptly fub- 
fcribe myfelf 

Your Lordlhip's 

Moft humble. 

And devoted fenrant^ 


MHMI 


LET- 


LETTER XLI 


IMy Mary H— , t$ M/s B 


TT ELL aad furies ! Pcrilh the man my 
^ •*' charmjs could not captivate— who aban- 
doned me without a pang of forrow! O! 
Amelia, IHl run diftrtflcd— A new injury I have 
received from Lord C ; an injury, which 
calls for curfes and death upon the mlfcrable 
who did i t ■ My foul is wrapt up in an agony 
of rage — revenge is the fole paflion I can in- 
dulge revenge, dear revenge, how fliall I 

«fFc6t thee! I am too cxafperated to think of it-— 
my head parfakes of the conf ufion of my heart- 
Could I refolve, I could not execute— in my 
fury my hand would tremble, and fecure the 
obieft of my hatred agaioft the mortal blow— <- 

His 
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His death is the only relief my dcfpair will wel- 
come Rather than he fliould complete my 

difgrace, with him I would defcend to the 
grave, with a wilh that I might there revive 
again to be his cveriafting tormentor — Tortures 
unknown to the infernal (hades I would invent 
to punifti the perfid — I would make the Furies 
themfelves fhudder at the exquifitenefs of the 
pains I fhould inflift — make all hell unite in a 
cry for mercy Amelia ! my blood is burn- 
ing-hot — I muit breathe, or thy friend fhall be 
no more. 


Curfed be that decorum, which forbids an 
abufed maid to revenge her wrongs! Like 
children we muft paflively bear with every 
indignity ! — Whilft men, for the mod infignifi- 
cant infult, cut one another's throats, we arc 
ordered to fmother our rcfcntments— to (hutx)ur 
hearts to paffions they perpetually roufe and 

enflamejf^ 
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enflamc How abjeft the ftate of woman! 

Nature ! take back the fenril;>ility thou haft 
given us 1-^It is an excruciating pain to feel an 
affront, and be compelled to endure it.— -Men 
have debafcd us, that they might with impunity 
favour their fenfelefs whims, and wanton inhu- 
manity— —Why don't they at once, like Ma- 
homet, deprive us of a foul ? Were wc 
brought up in the idea we have none, we would 
have no other will than theirs— ^Thcn *wc 
would tamely fubmit to the yoke, and be carelefs 
of infamy. More confiftcnt this political creed 
would be with the facriSces they incefTantly 
require from us Accuflomed from our in- 
fancy to believe wc were created for the folc 
purpofe of making them happy, we would have 

no fenfe of their tyranny Content would 

attend our credulity But fuch as wc are ! 

pafTions being the effefls of education, and our 
intcrcourfe with the world, can we be cool 
when they rage violently in our breaft ? — The 
law of nature was before that of fociety — the 

fornner only I will obey it commands my 

•bedience in a more forcible manner than 

the 
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the latter > So long as I (hall think, I will 

not be a flavc— — Lord C ^, thou fiidt 

die ! to puni(h thee I'll brave the contempt 

of mankind ! 


Read, Amelia; read the crime I intend to 
revenge. A few hours after Lord C ■ 

had written to me that my reputation required 
his abfence, he went to the dutchefs of P— d's. 
There he met Lady F ■ ^ who, unluckily 
fo| me, had upon the lid of her fnuiF-box the 

pidure of Mifs S , her niece* That 

piftiire firiking Lord C , he viewed it 

with an ecftatic admiration his admiration 

broke out into the moft extravagant praifes, 
and ended, and ended, Amelia, in love.--.^ady 
B— — L— •, who was prcfent, pierced my heart 
two hours ago with the odious tale. I immedi- 
ately fent to Lord C ■ ■ , and learnt he fct 
out this morning for L*— -~ Caftle, the feat of 

Lady 
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I^4y L ., ■ , in Berkfhire. Refleft now^ 
Amelia, on the number of affronts he has 
heaped upon mc. He feigned a palTion I 
fooliflily believed to be real, and forfook'me 
without any other motives than his indifference, 
or contempt of me. Next, he lovcsr-i-whom 
does he love ? a woman, who, almoft certain I 
adored bim, will grace her triumph with my 
misfortune !-—- 4 woman, who having reproved 
me for my coquetry^ and fcverely queftioned 
my virtue, will tres^t me with all tht infolence 

of viftory! Of all women, Mifs S is 

the only one I wifti he did not love-^and (he is 
the objeft of his inclination !- — The thought 

will break my heart Perhaps, at the moment 

I write, (he receives the tender of his hand Ihe 
knows he did not deign to offer it to me !— O ! 
Amelia, can my fituation be more deplorable 

and difgraceful ? That Mifs S- • — fliould 

fire a heart I could not affeft ! amazing, amaz- 
ing, Amelia! 


^1* ^B* 


I am 
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I am the mor# tniferable that thou art ab« 
feht, that I have nobody to whom I can tnift 
my fccrct, whom I can advife with— *— Shall I 

write to Mifs S ? Let me think— Her 

virtue is fo tender!— She may believe— Could I 
fucceed to prejudice her againft Lord C .^ 

I would drop the thought of another revenger- 
Death would be a favour to an unhappy lover^-^ 
I^ill try~If I am baffled in my expeftation, 
the General PU work into a third of his blood-— ^ 

Should Lo^d C wia the, day, not long 

would he boaft his advantag(^~^To hii hearl^ 
Ameliaji ni find the way. Adiexu 


I ■«— - «*•' ,N*» rf 


LET- 


LETTER XLII. 


Lady Mary H — , to Mfs S . 


QO long, dear Jenny, as I thought that Lord 

^ C deferved the; public efteem, I could 

not, without laying myfelf open to cenfure, ex« 
pel him from my fociety. Private motives, 
however juft and rational, arc not always an ex* 
cufe with the world for breaking with our ac« 
quaintances Thofe motives, interpreted 

agreeably to the difference in the character of 
our judges, would often appear to the difad-. 
vantage cither of our heart, or our underftand- 
ing — u_Had I refufed the vifits of his Lord- 
(hip under the pretext that it might be fancied 
we loved one another, I would undoubtedly 
have been ridiculed, or laughed at« Malignity 

• * 

is 
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is fo feldom afleep when an opportunity offers 
to flande/» chat, through the fear of fatisfying 
her natural want, we are compelled to facrifice 

our moft favourite inclinations — ^ Hence we 

forcibly wekome people we hate, and negledt 

thofe we confider Every one of us in focial 

life i^ like a courtier dilTembling his contempt 
with fmiles, and his friendfhip with frowns 
Self-intereft didaces hi$ behaviour. Opinion ours. 

Though fincerely wiftiing, dear Jenny, to get 
rid of a vifitor, whofc afliduity threatened me 
with tlic lofs of thy cfteem, never would I have 
given him his conge^ had not fbme friends ini- 
tiated me into the knowledge of his principles 
and charader. Fa6ts, and not words, have 
convinced me of the danger of his connexion— 
His proceedings with almoft every young woman 
he has feigned to be enamoured of, would fill 
thee with indignation— he fpeaks but to betray 
— to many he has tendered his hand, which, 
when accepted, he has always refufed with fneer- 
ing and fcorn — He exerts all his powers to gain 
the affedions of a virtuous maid, and then puts 
his glory in forfaking her — I would doubt there 

is 
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is fuch an ungenerous man alive, were I not per- 
(bnally acquainted with fome of the wretches he 
has made As he never offended me, dear 

Jenny, I will not finilh his portrait — he is young ; 
he may reform. 

The decent and noble conduft of General 
Sc — has conquered my indifference — though I 
cannot fay I have a decided pafiion for him, I 
love him enough to wifli to become his wife— ^ 
Thurfday next I (hall have a man of honour for 
my hufband — If with his tcndcrnefs I can boaft 
thy friendihip,- I ihall be iupremely happy. 
Adieu. 


LET- 


* V « • 
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LETTER XLIII. 


Mifs B ■ to Ladf Mary H— . 


QU C H a pother about a man ! For fliamc, 
^ Maria ! Put that fellow out of thy mind— 
thy indignation is an honour he deferves not. 
Be his motives for dcferting thee what they will, 
it is below thee to be afFeded by them. Hadft 
thou favoured him, thou might'ft be fenfible to 

his inconftancy The fenfe of thy facrifices to 

him would have juftified thy anger — After thee, 
I would, perhaps, have ecchocd *' for a dagger, 
a dagger T' His lofs thou (hould'ft thank hea« 
yen for : had he been happy, he would have 
proved a villain to thee — to his levity, indifcrc- 
lion might have been added— This confcquencc 

is 
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is naturally drawn from his conduft with thee 

--forget that fellow^ Maria it matters not 

whether cowardice, or indifference be the caufe 

« 

of his fickienefs — ^he is unworthy of thee i this 
certainty is enough — Thy fury is as childilh as 
it is prepofterous. A (harpet^ robs a man of his 
money— -doft thou think this man will draw his 

fword to recover it ? No : he lets the rafcd 

enjoy his theft ; and profiting by biis experience, 
grows more cautious in the choice of the com* 
pany he plays with. Between Lord C .; 

and that (harper I fee no difference : imitate the. 
dupe, and find in thy misfortune an antidote 
againfl: future events of that kind. Mankind is 
divided into two fpecies, knaves and fools : the 
great outlines of this truth are to be difcoyered 
among them all, notwithftanding the various 
Ihades whicli charafteriie and diflinguifh them 
from each other. Expe&ing to be impofed up-. 

on, I am attentive and watchful^hould I, in 
one unguarded moment, fall a vi£tim to-a-iu- 
perior ingenuity, I would not one hour be dif- 
turbed for it. What would my complaints avail f 
?— What my forrow, rage, or defpair ? — ^Nothing. 
Vol. II. Q^ Maria, 
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Maria, be no longer foolilb— Jthe ptdicnt rftct 
t)f men is too contemptible to beggar us of our* 
tfaBqitiffily of mind^-We fh<yOtU cmM&t th^m ' 
as we do a pUy, a narel, «n jm^tion^ cctt^venknt 
te: fiil up agreeably the hours we either kww 
not wkat to .do !iiitb» or ihiife tQ gms op to ^q 
gratification of our fenfe^. To iOok upon mao 
ih another ligkt is an ejtor of judgq^^pt, which* 
by degree*, miy becpme obnwious to our haft 
pineis^ Unkfs yv^e b$ QoqJ^ and^cakD^ rouiethe 
p ^mnng of men^ aod turn them to our adv^M:!^ 
uge, we muft be their flaves- The wrccches . 
have no ret^tance j^iaft the united powers of 
mt and beauty ^ it is. our fauk if we know pain^ 
aud do not eujoy every delight* 

I bid thee> Maria, under pain of my difplea-i 

fure, to difcard all thoughts of revenge againft 
Jl^ord C Ejctol not by thy enmity .the 

fame of the man thou dei^cft a fruitlcfs* 

^teropt would cover him with ^ry— thoe widi 
iiifartiy. If thou art ambiftious ^ having thy 
pame tranfmitted t<^ the ktcft poifterky, and of 
reviving the power of love tmknown in thk 
^^ ftf ike Lord C*«*— * $ but let the dagger 

from 
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from his heart be phinged into thy own— Thou 

fhuddercft, Maria !- 'Thy death only could 

ennoble thy crime and juflify thee Such 

b the human mind formed, that ail would ad- 
mire thy courage, none think of thy guik. I 
believe thee too wife, Maria, to obtain that ad- 
miration and celebrity at 'the expence of thy 
life. 


My efquire D grows every day more 

and more defperately fond of me — Signor S — i 
more and more interefting — What life in thofc 
Italians ! There is a voluptuoufncfs in their im- 
potency I doubt reality can excel — Even their 
defpair is afpring of delightful fenfations — Ac- 
cording to the opinion of my enamorato, love in 
England is only a fentiment, in Italy a paffion 
—He pretends we have not half their fcnfibility 
~that our wants are mere caprices— —their ca- 
prices wants-— 

" I am not a judge, fays I to him — but from 

" the proofs you give I am tempted to believe 
** you." 

. FrooQ. 
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^* From the proofs you give, dear Amelia^ 
aofwers he atnorouQy, I am tempted to rc- 


canu** 


His praifes pleafe m e - the why ? I 
know Qot. Adio. 


LET. 




LETTER XLV. 


Mijs 9- , to Mfs A- 


JUST come back from L Caftlc, dear 
Charlotte — No longer, I am afraid, can I 

boaft my indifference The want of loving, 

fo long dormant in my heart, has awaked at 
the looks and cxpreflions of Lord C 
He has fpoke, and I have heard — ^nay, heard 
with pleafure-^His language was not that, in 
which thou and I write and converfc— his eyes, 
gefture, abfence of mind, and wifhes I could 
guefii what he did not dare to talk, told plainly 
that he loved me. I know not whether I did 
not betray my joy at the fpcftacle of the emo- 
tioos I caufed — In fpitc of modcfty^ I was not 

always 
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always able to conceal it. Twice he drew near 
tne— on his features I read what he was going 
to fay — he opened his lips — I blulhed — he figh- 
ed, gazed upon me, and the words expired on 
his tongue— ^ He played with a beautiful Iprig 
of jeflamin-*-! looked as if I wanted itn^-he prc- 

fented it to me with ^ fmile I put it to my 

bofom — He begged I would fing— ^and I imme- 
diately fung he praifcd my voice— that mo- 
ment, only, I was fenfible of its beauty* More 
tender thah gay, more free than fev^re, I par- 
took of the converfation,and fharcd in the trouble 

<tf Lord C— ' . 1 furprifcd the eyes cf Lady 

Ii, , M ■ fixed \jpon me— in them I diftinaiy 
perceived her fatisfadion of my condud-r-tfaac 
difcovery made me refcrved— I thought Lont 

C would underftand me, fince her Lady^ 

(hip had been fb fucceisf ul in her fcrutiny of m^ 
femiment— The lilencc of my countenance^ dear 
Chark>tte^ was a lie to my ingenuity I wiflied I 
could have difpenfed with — to be modeft I was 
faife^— that neceflity men have knpoied upoQ us 
-i^tbey are inclined to abufe our feelings for 
them, that they teompcl us to bury them in our 

lirmft 
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breaft would they were always honcft, that 

We might be always true ! 

What eloquence and energy in the form of a 
lover ! Every motion, or reverie calls forcibly 
for our attenrioil, and unravels the fehfations he 
feels. Like an hiflorical pi^ure done by a maf« 
ter, in which, at firft fight, we know the cba- 
rafters of the pcrfonagcs, the heart of Lord 
C laid open before me— r—— The real 

fenfe of its throbbings I could not have miftakon, 
had I been ever fa indifferent. Had he fpoke, 
1 would have been put upon my guard — the 
hnhrt he gave me to reflcft on what I faw— — ^ 
O Charlotte, Charlotte ! No longec I am afraidi; 
^h I boatt my indifierencc. 


419 «• « 


'♦*^ Jenny, whifpered Lady L-^-^ in ©y car, 
** I hate Lord C 


•' 


** For what, my Lady, ? — 

« For 


f «3a ] 

** For cxprefling fo ill the inclination you hayt 
^* inrpired him with. Don't you think bis dif- 
** cretion impertinent ? — 

•' And you really think he has been difcrct ?— 

A fmile was her anfwer. Sometime after a 
fervant came with a letter for me. I turned to 
jmy mother, and faid it was from Lady Mary 

H — . I darted a fide glance at Lord C ^ 

and faw no confuGon in his looks. Lady L 


infifting upon my reading the letter, I broke it 
open, and ftepped to the window. It was a 

libel againft Lord C , whom (he painted ia 

jhe moft odious light~-A colouring rofe in my 
cheeks, and an involuntary tear flowed from my 

eye — Lady L perceiving the fudden flutter 

of my fpirits, tript to me — 

" I want fomc air, my Lady 5 let us go the 
'• garden. 

The tone of my voice was exprefljve of for- 

row — Lord C arofe — his countenance, 

Charlotte, betrayed no guilt — I had the courage 
to gaze upon him— 

" What ails the lovely Mifs S ? 

I made 
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I made no reply, and continue^ to fearch for 
the man of honour in the lover. The compo- 
fure of his mind calmed me-«-I perufed the let: 
ter again— 

** You know Lady Mary H— , my Lord? 

•* I do, madam— 

And he fmiled. 

*« There is no hypocrify in that fmile, faid t 

** to myfelf — he is innocent of the charge laid 

^* againft him— Envy has diAated that letter — 

** and exclaiming thoughtlefsly, ^* it is impof- 

^* fible/' I tore it to pieces, and threw them 
*« out of the window. 

•• I am better, my Lady-^- 

And I joined the company. 

The vivacity of my aftion, and the recovery 
of my ufual chearfulnefs, declaring evidently to 
Lord C I that my heart had fided in his 

favour againft Lady Mary H — , he approach- 
ed my ear. 

*' Your gpnerofity announces a noble and 
" virtuous foul : never Ihall you repent the juf- 

" tice 
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^* tice you have done me-^the man^ who know^ 
** your value — who wifhcs to be cfteemed by^ 
" you, cannot be bafc— 

•• In the refpeft of Lady L— — for you, my 
*• Lord, 1 have fcen youi innocgi^ce-* 

<< Would you had found the proois of it in 
<« your own heart ! — ^I— 

Fearful to hear, I went to fit by the fide of 
Lady Ir 


M«** 


^ Whence your confulioa^ Jenoy f 

** I won'tHeli— gucfs it~ 

•« Lord C-r.--r is the caufe**— •«in I right ?-* 

*' You are, dear my Lady* 
And I Aghed. 
Charlotte ! Can I now boaft my indiBTcrcace ? 


LET- 
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LETTER XLVL 


Laify Mahv H— ta Mfs B— * 


'TP H Y reafon^ Amelb, would not have ipvem 

•*• vailed over my fury^ and thirft of re-* 

vcngC " It is not with arguments we caa 

conquer pt(Ik)n3—— feelings defy all the powers 

of eloquence Though thy pliilofophy be tof 

own* my heart had fo efiedually taken the lead 
of my head, that its diffcates were an irrefiftible 

law. To General Sc himfelf, Amelia, I am 

indebted for the cure of my frenzy : the remedy 
he has prefented to me has operated in one 
inftant, and reftored me to my ufual compofarb 
of mind. 

Whilft I was brooding yefterday upon the 
means of a fure revenge, the Generai^ came in 

with 
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witfi a phyfician, wKofe figHt only calmed im* 
mediately my fpirits, and made me almpft forget 
the objefl: of my hatred. 

Give me leave, my Lady, to introduce Co 
your Ladylhip Captain Sdth — . He is my 

^' relation, and friend : of all men I love him 
•• the beft.— • 

By Venus, that's a fine fellow I faid 1 to 

myfelf. 

And with a confufion, that, unknown to me, 
ftole into my features, I pffercd him my clktek. 
That confufion, I know not how, left me foon 
to animate the countenance of the Captain. 
His attempt to conceal it made it ftill more 
confpicudus. As the General might have my 
fagacity, I diverted 'hfs attention by finifes, and 
gave time to the Captain to recover himfelf*. 

General Sc« exhauftedhimfelf in prailes 

».of the gallant youth, whom he tenderly called a 
•* child of his own creation.** For the fi'rft time, 
Amelisl, he ipoke as I liked to hear him-— My 
heart echoed every eulogium— and though the 

pidutfc he drew of Suth was extremely 

lovely, I thought it rather deficient thaii rich hv 

colouring. 

« With 
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« With this my bofom friend, my Lady, 
** you will pafs the hours I fliall be abfent 
** from you. Gay, witty, entertaining, you will 
" find in him an agreeable companion in ' the 
*« fucceffion of amufements, your age, virtue, 
*« or fortune will permit you to enjoy. — 

I fmothered, Amelia, the (atisfa6tion I felt, 
and anfwered coldly that his will would be mine. 

Is not the General very kind to provide for 
me an attendant, who has fb fine a perfon as 
Captain Suth*^ ? To him he trufts his honour! 
He knows the world, and fuppofes that grati- 
tude will keep him dumb and infenfible ! How 
can Suth and I, by ourfelves in my chim- 
ney comer, pafs the long— long winter evenings, 
without admitting Love for a third in the con- 
verfation? Alone with me— -and he will not 
defire my pofleflion ! Alone with him-— and 
my heart will not beat to a want of pleafure f 
We will have no temptation 1 He will gaze*— ^ 
will fmile — And we will have no temptation !*-*- 

our mutujd confufibn tells me the contrary 

Amelia ! the guardian angel oi my virtue wiU 
be its enemy — Whofe fault will it be ? the 
General's. Adieu. 


LETTER LXVII. 


"^DWAitp D — r— ^, E/^\ tQ (^enfralSq- 


T—. 


T HAVE ukfiB tiiyleiircafMi& Amelia. 9»er» 
^ taiffSL «» ^r (Genrr^fl, «i^icb liie sumoft iii. 

^ tf&fling lacadasit bas iiiade laae 4Lbe moA in£sn- 
Able; What cw thatpttflkm fac» vbidi ^es 
.fe ctfily way ft) . fptfe dud irsjiiiy ? My ienf«s 
tbild i&^ded nuifitD the belief I really iovecL^ 
Mgd xx^y haut been captiyj«ed» i wQuld fioc fo 
fT^A^Uy jhwe ddiemed an iofignificmc injtiiy, 
.axul liecoyiored my liberty* 

As I entered this morning the drcffing roote 
of Mif$ B-— > 1 thoughtlcfsly tr^ad ypon die 
-tail of her lap dog* Cupid fcream?d-.Mifs B — 

grew jxd with anger — called m8 an aukward 

' fcllow-s^. 
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IcUow — flew to the little anitSEil, and took him 
in her ^rms* 

** Fellow, muttered I !— 

Aoc) i dairtod at her a lex*: of 4ndlgnaticfi* 

l^ifs B burft into laughter, and bid me, 

with an air excellently impertinent, out of her 
<]reinng-room. 

T 

*« And I ffionght I was loved 1 exclaimed I. 

** Did you really think fo? Ah, ah, ah!— ^ 
^' Pray, gentle 'fq^uirc, carry to another a hcarf 
•* 1 have no need. t>£— JLet ;his be the laft tifia 

^* I fee you. — _' . ^ 

... ' • 

And huxnniuag a i<mg, Ibe psi0k^ bf q^ 
-dropped aciiutfy ofcqi^m^ Md Wf ^ dowi^ 
to Jier mother's. 

This is an odd adveiifiure, fold I td myfeK; 
1 fearched into my heart, and found I was nil 
iang^r a loven A<lieu< 
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L I^ T T E R XLVIli. 


M/s B h La4f Mary H 


- 1 • 

QEnGble of his difadvanti^s, the General 
^^ has appointed Captain Sut h ■ ■ « to watch 
thy condufl*— — his miftruft of thee deferves a 
reward — no other can become him better than a 
confirmation of his fears. A fufpicious huiband 
k unworthy of thy pity— —turn his ipy into a 
lover. I admire how old and ^ave men can 
be fuch fools. Did General Sc— — ^ never 
attend to the obfervation of Manly in the play. 
*^ That if you are made a cuckold, jt is by your 
friend, becaufe your enemy has no acccfs td 
yourhoufe?" 

The man, who marries thee for himfclf, and 
aot for thee^ has no right to thy efteem and 

conftancy. 
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<onftancy. He muft know thou dofi: not love 
him : his own reafon has told him that truth, 
whenever h^ has taken the trouble to think of 
the difparity of your agff, tafies, and difpofition. 
If ever thou wifiieft thy hofband younger than 
he is, thou 4hak forcibly, from th^C moofient^ 
pay a particular attention to the Captain, or 

ainy other man rthen— ^then, the fenfe of thy 

duty will noc be a fufEcient reftraint upon thee. 
This confequence the General is too prudent 

not to have forefeen Since he wantonly ex- 

pofds himfelf to a difgrace he can ^void, who- 
ever hears of thee will find his own heart the 
inoft powerful advocate for thy infidelity. 

Would the judges at Dodprs Commons take 
the part of morality, they would punifli fuch 
huibands, and confirm, or even double the 
jointures of their wives. This conduct would 
teach men the knowledge of themfelves, and 
d^ter them from violating the laws of nature, 
gnd treating us like Qave$. 


R Signor 
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Signor S-— — -i has appeared uneafy at the 
frequent vifits of Eiquire D ■ To pleafe 

him, I have given his Cor^e to the latter. That 
man only I value, who is agreeable or ufeful 
to me ■ Adio cara mla. 


LET- 


LETTER XLIX. 


Lord C to the Earl of W- 


• ^ 


Mv Lord, 
rr O Beauty tnd Virtue I have yielded the 

^ viftory 1 have fpoke as I fcltj and 

Mife S *s modcfty has anfwered me. My 

pen cowld . not tell you my happincfe — in my- 

looks oniy you can fee it* — From you, my Lord* 

» 

\ will, receive Miik S • Poft immediately 

^W2^y for L — Caftle-< Pity the impatience of 

a l(>ver. I am, wkh refpefl'^ 

My Lord, 

Your moft humble fervant, 


. C 


«* 
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LETTER L. 


4eneral Sc — /# Cdward D— ^ E/f^ 


T1I7HEN I pronounced ycftcrday the a^ful 
Tis^ my tongue faultcrcd— my heart 
ftrunk--^I felt a trembling in every limb*-Had 
not Lady Mary fmiled upon me, I fear I would 
have made a very ridiculous figure. I am not 
fuperftitious^ dear Ned \ yet I could not help 
thinking ominous the agitation I was in. I fo 

old— (he fo young 1 ^there is fuch a contraft 

between the gaiety of her countenance, and the 
gravity of my own«-»berwceii the fire of her do* 
fires, and the dcadnefs of my fpirits !«— Theb 
fefieftions, Ned, were not encourag^ag^— I bm 

my prtfumpdoo ia its true tight, andihuddered 
atevety fiicredwordthedergyman^dcc The 

ccceoioiiy 
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ceremony over. Love re-aflumed his powttf 
and fiknced Reafqn in the thought of pleafur?* 
A woman defirous of pleafing is always fure of 
fuccefs— Lady Mary made me forget I was a 

hu{band««-^I have been fupremely happy, Ned-« 
But (he is young, I am old — Too foon, I am 
afraid. Nature will tell her the fauil (rutl^ 
4dJeu» 
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Ladjf Mary Sc— /^ Alj/} B- 


" 'T' H E half of my fortune I would readily 
•*• give tx> be twenty years younger, faid 
*' to me the General, after the prieft had made 
" me his for better and worfe. 

I feigned a blufh, and begged he would no 
more whifper fuch wilhes in my ear. Was not 
the General mad to enliven my diflikc of him, 
and wet my appetite for a banquet more luxu* 
rious than that he could compliment me with ? 
His prepofterous wi(b, dear Amelia, made me 

behold Captain Suth as the man Nature 

had created for me : and I faid in my heart, 
" the half of my fortune would I readily give 
«* 10 be xkit Captain's wife." 

What 


i 


•rf' 
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r 

yjhax a loathfome animal an old man is ! -— 
The General would love me — ^how wcalc in his 
expreflions ! Not the lead fire in his eloquence 
-*-he fpoke 9n1y tor make me WxQx he could ^ak 

better O Nature, Nature ! What facrifices 

mufti not make to Virtue, if I take her part 
againft thee J 


LET- 


L E T T £ R LII, 


M/s S , f» ^fi A--^, 


TTOW can I write I 4m happy, when my 

Charlotte is miferable ? ypon thy good 

Datuir, and knowledge of my heart, I rely for 

forgivenefs. Charlotte, I am happy— —Lord 

C '. — loves me— a falfe delicacy bids me to 

fpare thee the language he fpokc-^I fear to add 
infult to thy diftrpis by defcribing the fatisfaftjon 
\ enjoy— In three days thy Jerjny will be Lady 
C-— ^ — ?• Mayeft thou be as fortunate as tho« 
|irt Amiable and virtuous 

END of the SECOND VOLUME, 


^mt. 


TU THIRD VOLUltri^-^ be pqbliAed fome time 
f f xt month. It will contain the whole Love-Intrigoc be* 
iwecn Captain SutA-t — ■ . ■ and Lady Mary Sc ■ . ■ ; » from 
the day oif her M^uriage tp, the i^ene a^ Ba^n^t. 
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